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GIL BLAS of Santillane. 
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[Continuation of BOOK II. CHAP. IV:] 


AMILLA did not ſeem to remember me; whes 
ther the oppreſſion of her own diſtemper, or my 
phyſical garb, ſecured me from her recollection. 
Laying hold of her arm, in order to feel the pulſe, I 
perceived my ring upon her finger, at ſight of Which 
I felt a terrible emotion, and a violent deſire of at- 
tempting to retrieve it; but conſidering that the 
women might fall a-crying; and Don Raphael, or 
ſume other champion of the fair ſex come to their 
aſliftance, I was at pains to refiſt the temptation: and 
imagining it would be better to diſſemble and take 
the advice of Fabricius, ſtuck to this laſt refolution. 
In the mean time the old woman preſſing me to 
let her know the nature of her niece's diſtemper, 
I was not fool enough to own myſelf ignorant of 
the matter; but on the contrary, affecting the man of 
ſkill, and copying my maſter's deportment, I told 
her with great gravity, that the diſtemper proceeded 
from the patient's want of perſpiration, and that of 
conſequence the mult be ſpeedily blooded. that eva- 
cuation being the only ſubſtitute of perſpiration ; I 
lIikewife preſcribed warm water, that the 1ules of our 
p:attice might be exactly oblerved. + Þ 2:54 
Having made my viſit as ſhort as poſſible, I ran 
to find the ſon of Nunnez, whom I met at the door, 
going out to execute a commiſſion for his maſter : I 
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told him my new adventure, aſking if he thought 
I ſhould caufe Camilla to be arreſted in the courſe of 
law; he anſwered, ** Not at all: that is not the 
way to ſee thy ring again; for the officers of juſtice 
hate to make reſtitution. Remember the jail of 
Aſtorga, where thy horſe, money, and even th 
cloaths, were detained by theſe harpies. We he 
rather make uſe of our own induſtry in recovering 
thy jewel: I'll undertake to find out ſome ſtratagem 
for that purpoſe; and will think of it in my way to 
the hoſpital, where I carry a ſhort meſſage to the 
ſteward from my maſter; go and wait for me at our 
tavern, and be not impatient, for I will be with thee 
in a very little time.“ 
He did not, however, arrive at the rendezvous till 
+ after I had been there three hours, and then ſo diſguiſed 
that at firſt I did not know him; for he changed his 
dreſs, twiſted his hair into a queue, covered one half 
of his face with a pair of artificial whiſkers, provided 
himſelf with a huge ſword, the hilt of which was at 
leaſt three feet in circumference ; and marched at the 
head of five men who looked as fierce as himſelf, and 
wore alſo long rapiers, and thick muſtachoes, 
% Your ſervant, Signior Gil Blas (ſaid he accoſting 
me) you fee in me an Alguazil of a new ſtamp, and 
in theſe brave fellows who accompany me, ſoldiers of 
the ſame model. Shew us only the houſe of the wo- 
man who ſtole your diamond, and be aſſured that we 
will make her reſtore it in a twinkling.““ I embraced 
Fabricius at this diſcourſe, which explained the ſtrata- 
gem he intended to put in practice in my behalf; and 
aſſured him that I very much approved of his expedi- 
ent. I ſaluted alſo the falſe ſoldiers, who were three 
valets, aud two journeymen barbers of his acquaint- 
ance, whom he had engaged to act this part, Having 
treated the whole brigade with wine, we went altoge» 
ther in the twilight to Camilla's lodgings, and knocked 
at the door, which the old woman opened, and tak» 
ing my attendants for the terriers of juſtice, who never 
| entered 
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2 entered that houſe without cauſe, was ſeized with 

f conſternation, ** Courage, good mother (ſaid Fabri- 

| cius to her) we are come hither only on account of a 

r ſmall affair that will ſoon be determined.“ 80 ſay- 

p ing, we advanced to the chamber of the ſick perſon, 

| conducted by the old woman who walked before, 

4 lighting us with a wax taper in a ſilver candleſtick, 
Taking the candle in my band, I went towards the 

5 bed, and diſcovering my face ta Camilla, . Perfidi- 

i ous woman! (ſaid I) behold the too credulous Gil 

T Blas, whom you have tricked, Ah, wretch! I bave 

* found you at laſt, and the corregidor in conſequence 

85 of my information has ordered this Alguazil to a 

5 prehend you Come Mr. Tipſtaff (ſaid I to Fabricius} 

11 do your office.” There is no occaſion (anſwered he, 

i q raiſing his voice) for exhorting me to do my duty. 

- I remember that there creature, who has been a long 

\f time marked in my memorandum-book with red let- 

4 ters. Riſe my princeſs (added he) dreſs yourſelf with 

all diſpatch, I intend to be your uther, and conduct 

5 you to the city-ja1l, if you think well of it.“ 

4 At theſe words, Camilla, ſick as ſhe was, perceivigg 


were about to drag her out by force, ſat up in 


0 that two of his followers, with the great 1 in to 1 


1 bed, claſped her hands in a ſuppliant poſture, and 
l £ looking at me with terror in her eyes, © Signior Gil 
A Blas (ſaid ſhe) I conjure you, by the chaſte mother” 
2 who bore you, to have pity upon me; though Iam 
5 very guilty, I am ſtill more unfortunate; don't ruin 
5 me, I will reſtore your ring.“ So ſaying, ſhe took it 
nd off from her finger and put it into my hand. But I 
4 told her my diamond alone would not ſuffice, aud 
„ that ſhe mult beſides make reſtitution of the thouſand 
d ucats which had been ſtole from me in the furniſhed 


lodgings, ** Oh Signior! (the replied) do not aſk 
ng your ducats of me; the traitor Don Raphael, whom 
3 I have not ſeen ſince that time, carried them off the 
* ſame night.” „ Oho, my little darling (ſaid Fabri- 
eius to her) you think * get out of che ſcrape by de- 
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Dying you had any ſhare in the booty; but you ſhan't 

fo caſily quit I aſſure you; your being an accomplice 
Of Don Raphael is a ſufficient reaſon for obliging you 
to give an account of your paſt life. You have, doubt- 
eſs, a great many things on your conſcience; and 
therefore you ſhall go to priſon (if you pleaſe) and 
make a general confeſſion. I will carry this old gen- 
tlewoman thither alſo (added he); for I imagine ſhe 
knows a great many curious ſtories, which the corre- 
gidor will not be forry to hear.” | 

At theſe words, the two women put every thing in 
practice to melt us; filling the chamber with cries, 
groans, and lamentations : while the old woman on 
her knees ({ometimes before the Alguazil, and ſome- 
times before His attendants) endeavoured to move 
their compaſſion; Camilla implored me in the moſt 
atfecting manner, to ſave her from the hands of juſtice, 
Upon which I pretended to relent, ſaying to the fon 
of Nunnez, Mr. Officer, fince I have got my dia- 
mond I am ſatisfied: I don't defire to give this poor 
woman any further trouble; and would not even ſeek 
the death of a ſinner.” „For ſhame! (ſaid he) a man 


of your humanity would make a bad trooper: but 1 


mult acquit mylelf of my commiſſion, by which I am 


expreſsly ordered to apprehend theſe infanta's; for 


the corregidor wants to make an example of them.” 
% For heaven's ſake! {I rephed) have ſome» regard to 
entreaty, and abate a little of your ſeverity, in confi» 
deration of the preſent which theſe ladies will offer.“ 
* Oh! that's anothe: affair (ſaid he) that is what we 
call a figure of rhetoric well placed, —Come, let us 
ſee what they have got to give me?“ „ I have (ſaid 
Camille) a pearl necklace, and ear-rings of a conſi- 
derable value.” Here ſhe was interrupted with, 
« Yes, but if they come from the Philippine iſles, 
Ill have none of them.” „ You may take them 
upon my word, I'll warrant them genuine,“ faid ſhe, 


at the ſame time deſiring the old woman to bring a 


little box, out of which ſhe took the necklace and car- 
rings, 


„ 4 ws A&A wo ow .a 7c4 e . © , m,;” ww ww ee 


ln 


35 2 K * 
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rings, and put them into the Alguazil's hand. Tho? 


he knew no more of jewels than T did, he was per» 
ſuaded that the diamonds of the ear-rings were ge⸗ 
nuine, as well as the pearls of the necklace ; therefore 
having examined them attentively, „ Theſe jewels 
(ſaid he) ſeem to be of a good water, and provided 
the ſilver candleſtick, which Signior Gil Blas has in 
his hand, be added to them, I won't anſwer for my 
hdelity.”? I don't believe, ſaid I to Camilla, that you 
will for a trifle break off a treaty ſo much to your ads 
vantage, So ſaying, I gave the light to-the old wo- 
man, and the candleſtick to Fabricius, who being ſa- 
tisfied with what he had got, becauſe perhaps he ſaw 
nothing elſe in the room which he could eafily carry 
off, ſaid to the ladies, Adieu my princeſles, live in 
peace, I will ſpeak to the corregidor, and repreſent 
you whiter than ſnow : for ſuch as we can give what 
turn we pleaſe to things, and never tell him the plain 
truth, except when we are under no temptation to 
lie,” | 


C HAF. V. 


The ſequel of the ring retrieved. Gil Blas quits the pros 
ſcſſion of phyſic, and makes his retreat from Valladolid. 


A FTER having in this manner executed the ſcheme- 
of Fabrictus, we left Camilla's lodgings, congra- 
tulating ourſelves upon a piece of ſucceſs that even ſur- 
paſſed our expectation; for we had laid our account 
with recovering the ring only. However, we carried 
off the reſt without ceremony: and far from makin 
a ſcruple of robbing courtezans, we thought we bad 
done a meritorious ation, —* Gentlemen (ſaid Fabri- 
cius, when we had got into the ſtreet) it is my opinion 
that we ſhould go back to the tavern, and ſpend the 
night in making merry. To-morrow we will ſell the 
candleſtick, necklace, and ear-rings, and ſhare the 
money like brothers; after which we will return to 
our ſeveral homes, and make the beſt excuſe we can 
to our maſters,” This propoſal of the Alguazil ſeem. 
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ing very reaſonable to us all, we returned to the ta 
yern; ſome of us believing we could eaſily find an 


excuſe for having lain abroad, and others not caring 


whether they ſhould be diſmiſſed or no. 

We ordered a good ſupper, and ſat down to table 
'with as much appetite as good humour. The .repaſt 
Was ſeaſoned with a thouland agreeable ſallies; and 
Fabricius in particular enlivened the converſation, and 

diverted us all extremely, by innumerable ſtrokes re- 
plete with Caſtilian ſalt, which is equal at leaſt to the 
antient Attic.—But while we were in this jovial dif. 
polition, our mirth was all of a ſudden overcaſt by an 
unforeſeen accident. A man of a pretty good mein 
entered the room where we were at ſupper, followed 
by two others of terrible aſpect; aſter theſe three more 
appeared, and we counted no leſs than twelve who 
came in thus, three by three, armed with carbines, 
fwords, and bayonets. We ſoon perceived them to 
be the ſoldiers of the patrole, and it was not difficult 
io gueſs their intention; wherefore we had ſome 
thoughts at firſt of making reſiſtance, but they ſur- 
rounded us in an inſtant, and kept us in awe, as well 
by their numbers as their fire-arms.—* Gentlemen 
(aid the commander to us with a ſneer) I know by 
what ingenious artifice you have recovered a ring 
from the hands of a certain ſhe-adventurer : and to be 
fure, the contrivance is excellent, and richly deſerves 
2 public recompence, which you ſhall by no means 


miſs.— Juſtice has already appointed an apartment for 


you in her own houſe, and will nat fail to reward ſuch 
a maſterly attempt.” This diſcourſe very much dil- 
eee all thoſe to whom it was addreſſed: our 
countenances changed, and we felt in our turn, the 
fame fear with which we had inſpired Camilla. Fa- 
bricius, however, though pale and diſmayed, endea- 
voured to juſtify what we had done. Sir (ſaid he) 
as we had no bad intention, this little trick might be 
forgiven.” * How the devil, (cried the commandant 
wn a rage) do you call this a little trick? Don you 
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krow that it is a hanging matter? For, beſides that no 
man is allowed to do Juſtice to himſelf, without the 


\ cognizance of the law, you have carried off a candles 


ſtick, necklace, and ear-rings, chat did not belong to 
you; and, which is ſtill worſe, in order to commit 
that robbery, you have diſguiſed yourſelves hke tip- 
ſtaves - Wretches ! to dreſs yourſelves in the habit oF 
ſuch honourable people to do miſchief ! I ſhall think 
you very lucky if you are only ſent to the gallies.” 
When he had convinced us that the affair was much 
more ſerious than we at firſt imagined, We fell down 
together at his feet, and beggedihe'/Wwauld have pity on 
our youth. But ourprayers were ufregarded; and be- 
ſides, he rejected a propoſal we made, of quitting to 
him the necklace, ear-rings, and eandleftick : even my 
ring was refuſed, becauſe (I ſuppoſe) it was offered 
before too much company. In ſhort; he was quite 
inexorable; ordered my companions to be diſarmed, 
and carried us all together to the public Jail, In our 
way thither, one of the guard told me, that the old 
woman who lived with Camilla, ſaſpe&ing that we 
were not the real foot pads of juſtice, had followed us 
to the tavern; and there, being confirmed in her 
opinion, had revenged her ſelf upon us, by informing 
the patrole of the whole affair 

We were immediately plundered” of every thing; 
the necklace, diamonds, and candleſtick ſeized; as 
alſo my ring, together with the ruby of the Philippine” 
iſles, which I had unfortunately in my pocket. 
They did not even ſpare the rials which I had that 
day received for my preſcriptions ; Which was a ure 
ſigu to me, that the people belonging to juſtice at Val- 
ladolid are as expert in their office as thoſe at Aſtorgs, 
and that the manners of all theſe gentlemen are every 
where alike, While I wos rifled of my jewels and 
caſh, the officer of the patrole recounted our adven- 
ture to theſe agents of the plunder; and the affair 
ſeemed to them of ſuch a ſerious nature, that the ma- 
jority thought we — a halter; but others, leſs 
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Tevere, imagined we might get off for two hundred 


| laſhes each, and a few years ſervice in the gallies— 


Until the corregidor ſhould think proper to decide 
our affair, We were locked up in a dungeon, where 


we lay upon ſtraw, with which it was ftrewed like a 


ſtable littered for horſes. —Here we might have re- 
mained long enough, and at laſt exchanged our habi- 
tation for the gallies, had not Signior Manuel Ordon« 
nez next day heard of our misfortune, and reſolved 
to procure the liberty of Fabricius, which he could 
not do without obtaining alſo the diſmiſſion of us all, 
Being a man very much eſteemed in the city, he did 
not ſpare ſolicitatigns; and partly by his own credit, 
and partly by that of his friends, at the end of three 


days effected our enlargement. But we did not come 


out as we had gone in; the candleſtick, necklace, and 
ear-rings, my ring, ruby, and rials, being detained : 
which made me remember thoſe verſes of Virgil that 
begin with, “ Sic vos non vobis.”” 


As ſoon as we were ſet at liberty we returned to 


our maſters; and doctor Sangrado received me very 
kindly, faying, my poor Gil Blas, I did not heer of 
thy misfortune till this morning, and was juſt going 
to make ſtrong ſolicitations in thy behalf. Thou muſt 
conſole thyſelf, my friend, for this accident, and at- 
tach thyſelf more than ever to phyſic. , 4+ That is my 


deſign,” (ſaid I) and truly I thought of nothing 


elſe. Far from wanting buſineſs, it happened, as my 
maſter had foretold, that diſtempers were very rite, 


the ſmall-pox and putrid fever beginning to ravage 
| the city and ſuburbs; ſo that all the phyſicians in 
Valladolid, and we in particular, had abundance of 
| practice. —Scarce a day paſſed, in which we did not 
vißt eight or ten patients each; from whence it may 


be eaſily conceived what a quantity of blood was ſpilt, 


end water drank. But I do not know how it hap- 
pened, all our ſick died, either on account of our 
| malpractice, or becauſe their diſeaſes were incura- 
 bie,—Certain it is, we very ſeldom had occaſion to 
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make three viſits tp one patient : at the ſecond we 
were either told, that he was juſt going to be buried; 
or found at the laſt gaſp; and as I was but a young 
phyſician, who had not yet time to be inuted to mur- 
der, 1 began to be very uneaſy at the fatal events 
which might be laid to my charge.—** Sir, (ſaid I, 
one evening, to Dr. Sangrado) I take heaven to wits 
neſs that I follow your method with the utmoſt ex- 
actneſs; yet nevertheleſs, every one of my patients 
leaves me in the lurch. It looks as if they took a 
pleaſure in dying, merely to bring our practice into 
diſcredit, This very day I met two of them that were 
going to their long home.“ „Why truly child (an- 
ſwered he) I have reaſon to make pretty much the fame 
obſervation : I have not often the ſatisfaction of curing 
thoſe who fall into my hands; and if I was not fo 
ſure as I am of the principles on Which I proceed, I 
ſhould think my remedies were per nicious in almoſt 
all the caſes that come under my care?“ * If you 
will take my advice, Sir, (ſaid I) we will change our 
method, and give chymical preparations to our pa- 
tients, through curioſity; the worſt that can happen 
will only be that they produce the ſame effect that 
follows our bleedings and warm water.” *© I would 
willingly make that experiment, (he replied) pro- 
vided it could have no bad conſequence ; but I have 
publiſhed a book, in which I have extolled the uſe of 
trequent bleeding and aqueous draughts; and would 
thou have me go and decry my own work ?” „Oh! 
you are certainly in the right, (ſaid I) you mult not 
give your enemies ſuch a triumph over you; they 
would ſay, you are at laſt diſabuſed, and therefore 
ruin your reputation: periſh rather the nobility, 
clergy, and people! — let us continue in our old 
path. After all, our brother doctors, notwithſtand- 
ing their averſion for bleeding, perform as few mira- 
cles as we do; and I believe their drugs are no better 
than our ſpecifics,” | | 


We 


14 The ADVENTURES of 


We went to work, theretore, afreſh, and proceed. 
ed in ſuch a manner, that, in leſs than ſix weeks, we 
made more widows and orphans than the ſiege of 
Troy. By the number of burials, one would have 
thought that the plague was in Valladolid; and every 
day ſome father came to our houſe, to demand an 
account of his ſon whom we had raviſhed from hun, 
or ſome uncle, to upbraid us with his nephew's death. 
As for the ſons and nephews, whoſe fathers and uncles 
we had diſpatched, they never appeared to complam: 
the huſhands too were very civil, and never cavilled 
with us about the loſs of their wives. But theſe afflict- 
ed people, whole reproaches we were obliged to un- 
dergo, were {ſometimes very brutal in their grief, and 
called us ignorant aſſaſſins. As they did not ipare me, 
in particular, I was afflicted by their epithets: but 
my maſter, who was uſed to ſuch accidents, heard 
them without the leaſt emotion. I might, perhaps, 
in time, have been accuſtomed to reproach, as well 
as he, if heaven, doubtleſs to rid the fick people in 
Valladolid of one of their moſt ſevere fcourges, had 
not qr oe an occaſion that gave me a diſgult to 
phyſic, which I practiſed with ſo little ſuccels. 

There was in our ne-2hbourhood a tennis-court to 
which the idle people in town daily reſorted, and, 
among the reſt one of your profeſſed bullics who take 
upon themſelves the office of arbiters, and decide all 
differences that happen. He was from Biſcay, his 
name Bon Rodrigo de Mondragon, about thirty years 
of age, of an ordinary make, but lean and muſcu- 
lar: he had two little twinkling eyes, that rolled en 
his head, and threatened every body he looked at; 
a very flat noſe, placed between red whiſkers, thet 
curled upto his very temples, and a manner of {peaks 
mg ſo rough and paſſionate, that his words fruck ter- 
ror into every body. This racket-breaker had made 
himſelf tyrant of the tennis-court, where he judged 
all the diſputes that happened among thoſe who play- 
ed, in the moſt imperious manner, and no man durk 
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appeal from his deciſion, unleſs he could reſolve to 
fight him next day. Such as I have deſcribed Don 


Rodrigo, who, notwithſtanding the Don he had pre- 


fixed to his name, was an arrant raſcal, he captivated 
the miſtreſs of the tennis-court, who was a woman 
about forty years of age, rich and agreeable enough, 
and in the fifteenth month of her widowhood. I 
know not how he won her heart; for, doubtleſs, it 
was not by his beauty; but ſurely, by that je ne ſcai 
quoy which cannot be expreſſed, Be that as it will, 
ſhe had a paſſion for him, and actually deſigned to 
take him for her huſband ; but while preparations 
were making for the conſummation of that affair, ſhe 
tell ick, and unhappily employed me as her phyſi- 
cian, If her diſtemper had not been a malignant fe- 
ver, my preſcriptions were ſufficient to endanger her 
life: fo that, in four days, I filled the tennis-court 


with mourning ; the miſtreſs went the way of all my 


patients, and her relations took poſſeſſion of her eſtate. 
Don Rodrigo, made deſprate by the lots of his miſ- 
treſs, or rather by being baulked in his expectation 
of a very advantageous match, aot only curſed” and 
reviled me, but alſo ſwore, that he would run me 
through the body, whenever he could catch me, and 
exterminate me from the face of the earth, A chart 
table neighbour informed me of this oath, and advi- 
ſed me not to ſtir abroad, for fear of meeting this de- 
vilof a man, This advice, which I had no intention 
to neglect, filled me with confuſion and diſmay : I 
tancied inceſſantly, that I ſaw this furious Biſcayman 
coming into the houſe; and could not enjoy one mo- 
ment's repoſe, This effeQually detached me from 
phyſic, and my ſole care was how to free myſelf 
from diſquiet ; I reſumed my embroidered ſuit, and 
after having bid adieu to my maſter, who could not 
perſuade me to ſtay, quitted the city at day-break, not 


without apprehenſion of meeting Don Rodrigo in my 
Way, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 


Of his route when he left Valladolid ; and the perſon he 


joined on the road. 


* 


walked very faſt, looking behind me, from time 
to time, to ſee if this formidable Biſcayan was not 
at my heels: my imagination being ſo much poſſeſ- 
ſed by that fellow, that I took every tree or buſh, I 

w, for him ; afid every moment felt my heart throb 
with fear. I plucked up my courage, however, when 
I had gone a good league, and continued, at an eaſier 
pace, my journey towards Madrid, whither my pur- 
poſe was to go. I ſhould have quitted Valladolid 
without regret, had I not been ſorry to part from Fa- 
bricius, my dear Pylades, to whom I could not fo 
much as bid adieu; but it gave me no mortification 
to renounce phyſic; on the contrary, I begged par- 
don of God for having exerciſed it at all; though 1 
did not fail to count, with pleaſure, the money I had 
in my purſe, not withſtanding its being the ſalary of my 
aſſaſſinations: in that reſpeds, reſembling thoſe ladics 
of pleaſure, who reform their morals, but, neverthe- 
leſs, keep 1aft hold of the wages of ſin. My whole 
fortune amounted to pretty near the value of five du- 
cats, in rials; on the ſtcength of which I expected to 
reach Madrid, where I did not doubt of finding ſome 
good place: beſides, I longed paſſionately to lee that 
auguſt city, which had been extolled to me as the epi- 
tome of all the wonders of the world. 

While I recollected all that I had heard in its 
praiſe, and enjoyed its pleaſures by anticipation, I 
heard the voice of a man, behind me, ſinging at full 
ſtretch ; he had a leathern wallet on his back, a guitar 
hanging about his neck, a long ſword by his fide, and 
walked ſo faſt, that he was up with me in a very ſhort 
time. Being one of the two barbers, with whom 
I had been impriſoned in the adventure of the ring, we 
knew one another immediately, though our ay $ . 

| altere 
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altered, and were very much ſurprized at meeting ſo 
unexpectedly on the highway. I aſſured him, that T 
was extremely glad to have him for a fellow traveller, 
and his joy ſeemed no leſs at meeting with me. I 
told him my reaſon for quitting Valladolid; and he 
repoſed the fame confidence in me, by letting me know 
that he had quarrelled with his maſter, and bid him 
an eternal adieu. If I had been inclined (added by 
to live any longer in Valladolid, I could have found 
employment in abundance of ſhops ; for, without 
vanity, I can handle a razor, and curl a muſtachoe 
as well as;c*er a barber in Spain: but I could no lon- 
ger reſiſt the violent deſire I had to viſit the place of 
my nativity, from which I have been abſent theſe ten 
years: I wantto breathe my own country air a little, 
and know the fituation of my family, with whom 1 
hope to be in two days; for they live at a place 
called Olmedo, a market-town on this fide of Se- 

Ovid. 

: Reſolving to accompany this barber to his own 
home, and from thence go to Segovia, in order to 
take the opportunity of ſome convenience to Madrid, 
we pur ſued our journey, and diſcourſed of indifterent 
ſubjects. He was a young fcllow of ſome wit and 
humour; and when we had converſed together an 
hour, he aſked how my ſtomach was diſpoſed: 1 
anlwered, that he ſhould ſee at the firſt inn. Upon 
which he ſaid, “ We had better make a pauſe in the 
mean time: I have ſomething for breakfaſt in my 
wallet; for when I travel 1 always take care to have 
provihon along with me: I don't trouble myſelf 
with cloaths, linen, and other uſeleſs baggage ; but; 
reſolving to have nothing ſuperfluous, fil} my knap- 
ſack with belly-timber, my razors, and a waſh-ball;”? 
I commended his prudence, and conſented, with all 
my heart, to the peuſe he propofed ; for I was hun- 
gry. and reſolved to make a good meal, Which 1 
could not but expect, after what he had told me. 
We turned a little out of the highway, in order to fit 


upon 
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upon the graſs, where my friend, the barber, took 
/ out his victuals, conſiſting of five or ſix onions, 
with a few cruſts of bread and cheeſe ; but what he 
1 as the beſt furniture of his budget, was a 
ittle bottle, full (as he ſaid) of delicate wine. Though 
our diſhes were not very ſavoury, hunger, being very 
urgent with us both, made them reliſh pretty well; 
and we emptied the bottle, which contained about 
two pints, of a ſort of wine that I don't chuſe to 
boaſt much of; after which, we got up, and conti- 
nued our journey with great good humour. The 
barber, who had been informed, by Fabricius, that 


T had met with ſome very particular adventures, de- 


fired to hear them from my own mouth; a ſatisfac- 
tion I could not refuſe to a man who had regaled me 
fo ſumptuouſly. When I had gratified his curioſity, 


I told him he could do no lels, in return for my com- 


plaiſance, than recount the ſtory of his own life, 
Oh! as for my ſtory (cried he) it is not worth hear- 
ing, as it contains nothing but ordinary facts: never- 
theleſs (added he) ſince we have nothing elſe to do, 
you ſhall hear it, ſuch as it is. So ſaying, he related 
it, ncarly in theſe words. 


CHAT. VI. 
The flory of the journeyman barber, 


TDERDINAND Peres de la Fuenta, my grandfather, 
(I go to the fountain-head) after having been fitt 
years barber in the village of Olmedo, died, and leſt 
four ſons, the eldeſt of whom took poſſeſſion of his 
ſhop, and ſucceeded him in the buiineſs ; Bertrand, 
the ſecond, having an inclination for trade, became a 
mercer ; Thomas, who was the third, kept a ſchool; 
and the fourth, whoſe name was Pedro, feeling him. 
ſelf born for the belles lettres, fold a little lot of 
greund, which he had for his patrimony, and went 
to live at Madrid, where he hoped, one day, to diſ- 
tivguiſh himſelf by his wit and learning; be 
* * 
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three brothers did not ſeparate, but, ſettling at Ol- 
medo, married the daughters of hufbandmen, Who, 
in lieu of fortune, brought them abundance of chil 
dren, breeding as if it had been for a wager. M 
mother, the barber's wife, brought ſix into the world, 
for her ſhare, in the firſt five years of her marriage, 
of which number I am one. My father taught me 
betimes to ſhave, and when I arrived at the age of 
fifteen, put this wallet upon my ſhoulders, and gird- 
ing me with a long (word, ſaid, © Go, Diego, thou 
art now ina condition to gain a livelihood ; go and 
ſee the world; thou haſt occaſion for a little travell- - 
ing, to rub thee up, and make thee perfect in thy 
buſineſs, March, and don't return to Olmedo, be- 
fore thou hait made a tour of Spain. Let me not 
heer from thee until this be performed,” At thele +; 
words, he embraced me very affectionately, and turns 
ed me out of doors, 

Such was the behaviour of my father at parting 
with me. But my mother, whoſe manners were not 
_m ſo rough, ſcemed more affected on this occa- 
ion; ſhe let fall ſome tears, and even ſlipt a ducat 
privately. into my hand. So I quitted Olmedo, and 
took the road to Segovia; of which, however, I had 
not walked above two hundred paces, when I ſtopt 
to examine my knapſack, being deſirous of ſeeing 
what it contained, and of knowing preciſely the ex- 
tent of my poſſeſſion. I found a caſe and two razors, 
ſo much wore, that they ſeemed to have ſhaved ten 
generations, with a thong of leather to ſet them, and 
a lump of ſoap : beſides, there was a canvas ſhirt 
quite new, an old pair of my father's ſhoes, and, what 
gave me more pleaſure than all the reſt, twenty rials 
wrapt in a linen rag. This was my whole fortune, 
by which you may conclude, that maſter Nicolas the 
barber relied a good deal on my {kill, ſince he ſent 
me away ſo poorly provided. Nevertheleſs, the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a ducat and twenty rials did not fail to 
charm a young fellow like me, who had never 1 
een 
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been maſter of coin: I believed my funds were in- 
exhauſtible, and continued my journey in a tranſport 
of joy, admiring, every moment, the hilt of my 
ſword, which thumped againſt my hams, or got be- 
tween my legs, at every ſtep. | 


Arriving at the village of Ataquines, in the even“ 


ing, very ſharp ſet, I went to lodge at an inn, and; 


as if I had been a man of fortune, called for ſupper, ' 


with an air of authority: the landlord having fur: 
veyed me ſome time, and ſeeing who he had to do 
with, ſaid, in a very obliging manner, “ Maſter, you 
ſhall be ſatisfied ; we will treat you like a prince,” 
So ſaying, he ſhewed me into a little room ; where, 
in a quarter of an hour, they brought me a ragout 
made of a ram cat, which I eat as greedily as if it 
had bcen compoſed of a rabbit or hare, This excel- 
lent diſh was accompanicd with wine, ſo good, as he 
ſaid, that the king himſelf could not drink better, 
Notwithſtanding this eulogium, I perceived it was 
curſedly ſour ; but this did not hinder me from do- 
ing as much honour to it, as I had already done to the 
ragout: and, to complete the treatment-of a prince, 
] was conducted to a couch, more-proper for encous 
raging -watchfuineſs than ſleep; being a truckle-bed 
ſo narrow and ſhort, that, little as I was, I had not 
room to he in it with my legs extended; beſides, in- 
ſtead of mattreſs and feather-bed, it had only a 
wretched flock-bed, covered with a doubled ſheet, 
winch had ſerved an hundred different travellers, at 
leaſt, fince the laſt waſhing. Nevertheleſs, in ſuch a 
convenience, my fomach full of ragout, and that de- 
licious wine which the landlord had recommended, 
thanks to my youth and conſtitution, I enjoyed a 

ſound fleep, and ſpent the night without indigeſtion, 
Next day, after having breakfaſted and paid ſauce 
for my good cheer, I made but one ſtage to Segovia} 
and on my firſt arrival bad the good fortune to be 
employcd in a ſhop for my board and lodging: here, 
however, I flaycd but {ix months: being ſeduced by 
| a brother 
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| a brother journeyman of my acquaintance who-longed 
; to ſee Madrid: and with whom l ſet out for that city. 
There I got a place on the ſame term as at Segovia, 
L in a well accuſtomed ſhop, much frequented on ac- 

count of the neighbourhood of the church of Santa 
Crus, and the prince's theatre: my maſter, two jours 
t neymen and 1, being ſcarce ſufficient to trim all our 
. MF cuſtomers, who conſiſted of people of all ranks, and 


7 

; among others of players and authors. One day two 

0 erſons of the laſt profeſſion being there together, 
u r to diſcourſe about the poetry and poets of the 

'” time, and hearing them mention the name of my 
, uncle, I liſtened to their converſation with great at- 
it tention. * Don Juan de Zavaleta (ſaid one of them) 
it is an author, in my opinion, beneath the public 
I notice; a cold genius, a man without fancy: his laſt 
2 piece has done him infinite prejudice.“ And pray 
1. (ſaid the other) bas ever Lewis Vellez de Guevara 
a8 produced a good work? Was ever any thing more 
0. wretched than his perfprmancs ?* They named a 
ne great many more poets whom I have forgot. I re- 
e, member only, that they ſpoke contemptuouſly of them 
ua all except my uncle, of whom they made honourable 
ed mention, agreeing that he was a lad of merit.“ Ves 
ot {ſaid one of them) Don Pedro de la Fuenta is an ex- 
n- cellent writer: his. books contain a delicate raillery A 
4 mixed with erudition, which makes them agreeably, | 
et, ſatirical; and I am not at all ſurprized at his being 
at eſteemed by the court and city, or at his teceiv- 

1 A ing ſalaries from ſeveral grandees. He has, 
le- indeed, ſaid the other, enjoyed a pretty large, in- 
d, come theſe many years; and as he lives with the 
2 Duke of Medina Celi, and ſpends little, muſt be worth 
1. a conſiderable ſum of money.“ | | 
ce I did not loſe one word which the poets faid con- 
H cerning my uncle, who we had heard in the family, 
be made a noiſe in Madrid by his works, ſome people 


travelling through Olmedo having told us ſo; but as 
he neglected to let us hear from him, and ſeemed 
l e £9208 ee 
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uite detached from his relations, we on our part 
lived in as great indifference towards him. True 
blood is however always guided by a ſute inſtinct: 
as ſoon as I heard that he was in good circumſtances, 
and knew where he lodged, I was tempted to wait 
upon him, though one thing embarraſſed me not a 
little, his being called Don Pedro by the authors, 
That Don gave ſome uneaſineſs, and I was afraid he 
might be ſome 6ther poet than my uncle, I was not 
however ſtopt by this conſideration ; but imagined 
hat he might have been ennobled on account of his 
wit, and therefore reſolved to go and fee him. For 
this purpoſe, with my maſter's permiſſion, I dreſſed 
myſelf one morningyas well as I could, and went 
out of the ſhop, not a little proud of being nephew 
to a man who had acquired ſuch reputation by his 
genius. As the barbers are not the leaft vain people 
in the world, I began to conceive a great opinian of 
myſelf, and ſtrutting with an haughty air, enquired 
for the houſe of the Duke de Medina Celi, where 
preſenting myſelf at the gate, and ſaying, I wanted 
to ſpeak with Don Pedro de la Fuenta, the porter 
pointed with his finger to a little ſtair-caſe at the fur. 
ther end of a court, which he bid me aſcend, and 
knock at the door on my right hand: I did fo, and 
(a young man coming out) aſkeQ if Signior Don Pedro 
de la Fuenta lodged there. Yes (ſaid he) but you 
cannot ſee him at preſent,” * I ſhould be very glad 


(I replied) to ſpeak with him, for I bring him news 


of his family.” * If you could bring him news of 
the Pope (ſaid he) I would not introduce you to his 
chamber juſt now, for he is compoſing; and when 
that is the caſe, we muſt take care not to diſturb his 
imagination; he will not be viſible till noon, fo that 
you may go and take a turn, and come back about 
that time.” 

I took his advice, and walked through the city the 
whole morning, thinking continually on the recep- 
tion I ſhould meet with from my uncle, who 1 3 

| Sine 
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gined would be extremely glad to ſee me: I judged 


of his ſentiments by my own, and preparing myſelf 
for a very tender ſcene, returned to his lodgings with 
all diligence at the hour preſcribed. © You are come 
in the very nick of time (ſaid his valet) for my maſter 
is juſt going out; ſtay here a minute, and I will let 
him know you are come. So ſaying he left me in 
an outward room, and returning in a moment, cons 
ducted me into the chamber of his maſter, whoſe face 
had ſo much of our family air in it, that I was ſtruck 
with the reſemblance, and could not help thinking, 
it was my very uncle Thomas whom 1 had left at 
home. Having ſaluted him with profound reſpett, 
I told him I was the ſon of maſter Nicholas de la 
Fuenta, barber in Olmedo : that I had worked at my. 
father's buſineſs theſe three weeks at Madrid, in qua- 
lity of a journeyman; and that I intended to make the 
tour of Spain for my improvement. While I ſpoke, 
my uncle ſeemed to mule, conſidering in all likeli- 
hood, whether he would diſown me for his nephew, 
or get rid of me in a more dexterous manner, He 
choſe this laſt method, and affecting a {miling air, 
ſaid, “ Well, my friend, how do hy father and un- 
cles ? I hope they are in good circumſtances.” Upon 
this, I began to deſcribe the plentiful prbpagation of 
our family: I told him the names of all the children, 
male and female, and even comprehended in that liſt 
their godfathers and godmothers. He did not ſeem 
to intereſt himſelf infinitely in my detail, but coming 
to his purpoſe, he replied, ** Diego, 1 1 very -' 
much of thy reſolution to travel, in order to make 

thee perfect in thy profeſſion ; and I adviſe thee to 
leave Madrid as ſoon as poſſible; it is a pernicious. 
place for youth, in which thou wilt be ruined my 
child: it will be more for thy advantage to reſide in 
ſome of the other cities of the kingdom, where peo» 
ple's morals are not ſo much corrupted. - Go, (added 
he) and when thou art ready to ſet out, come and fee 
me again; I will give thee a piſtole to help thee 2 
m 
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make the tour of Spain.“ With theſe words, he 
puſhed me gently out of his chamber, and ſent mem) 
about my buſineſs. I had not ſenſe enough to per- anc 
ceive that he wanted me to remove at a good diſtanee wa 
from him; but going to our ſhop, gave my maſter W wa 
an account of what had paſſed ; he was as far from me 
diſcovering the intention of Signior Don Pedro as per 
was, and ſaid, I am not at all of your uncle's opi- cat! 
nion: inſtead of adviſing you to travel, he ought ra- per 
ther, I think, make it your intereſt to ſtay in this per 
city: for, being intimate with ſo many perſons of Wt ow 
quality, he can eaſily ſettle you in ſome great family, WM fica 
and put you in a condition to make your fortune.” WM hou 
Struck with this diſcourſe, which flattered my ima: we 
gination, in two days I went back to my uncle, and Wl thrc 
Propoſed, that he ſhould employ his credit to pro- ert 
cure admiſſion for me into the ſamily of ſome lord chat 
belonging to court. But this propoſal was not at al mee 
to his liking : a vain man like him, who had free ac: eon 
ceſs to the great, and ate every day at their tables, WWP'< 
could not brook his nephew's fitting with the ſer 
vants, while he dined with their lords; in this caſe, 
little Diego would have made Signior Don Pedro 
bluſh, He did not fail, therefore, to refufe my re- 
queſt, and that not in the moſt civil manner. How! 
you little vagabond, (ſaid he with a furious look) 
woulſt thou quit thy profeſſion? go, I abandon thee 
to thoſe who have given thee ſuch pernicious coun: 
ſel : get out of my apartment, and never ſet foot init 
again, otherwiſe 1 will cauſe thee to be chaſtiſed as 
thou deſerveſt.“ Confounded at theſe words, and 
ſtill more at the tone in which they were delivered, 
I retired with the tear in my eye, very much affetl⸗ 
ed at his harſh behaviour; but as 1 was naturally 
briſk and haughty, I ſoon dried my tears; my grief 
changed to indignation, and I reſolved to take no 
further notice of this unkind relation, without Whoſe 


aſſiſtance I had hitherto made ſhift to live. 


* 


GIL BL AS. - 25 


e My whole thought being now bent on cultivating 
my talent, I applied to buſineſs, ſhaved all day long, 
and in the evening learned to play on the guitar, by 
ee way of recreation. My maſter for that inſtrumens 
er W was an old Signior Efcudero “, whoſe beard I trim- 
med, and who taught me muſic, which he underſtood 
perfectly well, having been formerly quiriſter in a 
cathedral, His name was Marcos de Obregon, a lage 
perſon, who had a large ſtock of ſenſe, as well as ex- 
perience, and loved me as well as if I had been his 
own child, He ſerved in quality of uſher to a phy- 
fican's wife, who lived within thirty paces of our 
houſe, whither I uſed to go in the twilight, when 
we had left off working: and ſitting together on the 
threſhold of the door, we uſed to make a little con- 
cert, not at all diſagreeable to the neighbours > not 
that our voices were exquiſite, but while we thrume. 
med upon the inſtrument, each of us, in our turn ac» 
companied it with ſinging, and that was ſufficient to 
pleaſe our audience. In particular we diverted Donna 
Mergellina, the phyfician's wife, who uſed to come 
into the paſſage to hear us, and ſometimes made us repeat 
the airs that were moſt to her liking, her huſband 
not being offended at her enjoying this diverſion ; for 
though he was a Spaniard, and already welk firicken 
in years, he was not jealous: his 12 engroſſed 
im wholly, and as be returned fatigued from his 
patients in the evening, he went to bed betimes, 
ithout being alarmed at his wife's attention to our 
doncerts: *tis probable indeed, that he did not think 
hem capable of making dangerous impreſſions; and 
ve mult obſerve, that he imagined he had little or no 
auſe to fear: Mergellina being young and handſome, 
tis true, but withal ſo ſavagely virtuous, that ſhe 
ould not ſo much as endure the look of a man, He 
id not therefore begrudge her a paſtime that ſeemed 
0 innocent and honourable, but left us to ſing as 


* Eſcudero ; a ſquize to wa on a gentlewoman. 
17 B much 
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much as we pleaſed, One evening when I came to | 1, 
the phyſician's door, with an intention to play ag 
uſual, I found the old *ſquire expecting me, who 
taking me by the hand, ſaid he wanted to take a turn 
with me, before we ſhould begin our concert; then || gu 
leading me into a by-ſtrect, where we found we could th. 
talk with freedom, © Son Diego, (ſaid he with 7 
melancholy air) I have ſomething extraordinary te FI. 
diſcloſe: I am afraid, my child, that we both thall 
have cauſe to repent of amuſing ourſelves in the even. 
ing, with concerts at my maſter's door. I have, Ev 
doubtleſs, a great friendſhip for you, and am very } ,;.. 
well pleaſed with having taught you to play upon the I gif 
guitar, and. ſing; but had I foreſeen the misfortune II tak 
that threatens us, pleaſe God! I would have given I ke. 
you your leſſons in ſome other place!“ Frightenedat 
this diſcourſe, I begged the uſher to be more expli- tha 
Cit, and tell me what we had to fear; for I was not 
a man who could brave danger; nor had 28 yer Wl hel 
made the tour of Spain. © I will (ſaid he) tell you di 
what is neceſſary to be known, that you may com- 


rehend the jeopardy in which we are. When Len- ® 
tered into the ſervice of the phyſician, which is about IF m 
a year ago, he ſaid to me one morning, after having Wl it 
brought me into the preſence of his wife, „Marcos, per 
behold your miſtreſs; this is the lady whom you are WW bre 
to attend every where,” I admired Donna Mergel- If 4.. 
| Jina, I thought her wonderfully pretty} exceſſively * 
handſome, and was particularly charmed with the hau 
agreeable air that diffuſed itſelf through her whole wa. 
mien: “ Sir (anſwered I to the phyſician) I am tee and 
happy in being permitted to ſerve fuch a charming Wc; 
lady.” Mergellina, diſguſted at my anſwer, ſaid in con 
. pj ah A pretty fellow, indeed] methinks you Wu. . 
take a great deal of liberty— I want none of your ma 


eompliments—not I,” Such words from a mouth ſo P 
agreeable lurprized me very much; I could not re W:ng 
goncile this ruſtic and inſolent manner of ſpeaking 


with the gentle appearance of my miſtreſs: but be 
1 om 7 huſhand 
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to | bn{band, who was uſed to it, rejoiced at his having a 
W |} wife of ſuch rare character, told me that his wife wag 
ho a prodigy of virtue; and perceiving that ſhe put ow 
un her veil, and prepared to go to mals, bade me cone 
duct her to church. We were no ſooner in the ſtreet 
than we met (which is not at all extraordinary) ſeveral 
gentle men, who, ſtruck with the fine air of Donna 
Mergellina, paid her a great many compliments, en 
paſſant. She replied to them all: but you cannot 
imagine how filly and ridiculous her anfwers were. 
Every body was aſtoniſned, and could not conceive 
that there was a woman m the world who could be 
diſpleaſed with praiſe. Madam, (ſaid I to her). 
take no notice of what is ſaid to you; ut is better to 
keep ſilence than to ſpeak in a paſſhon.” ' „No, no, 
(anſwered ſhe) I will let theſe inſolent feflows know 
that I won't be treated with diſreſpect.“ In ſhort; 
ſo much 1mpertinence eſcaped her, that I could not 
help telling her my ſentiments, at the hazard of her 
diſpleaſure. I repreſented to her, as dehcately as l 
could, that ſhe perverted nature, and ſpoiled a thous 
ſand good qualities by her ſavage humour; that a wo- 
man of politene ſs — good. nature might inſpire love, 
without the help of beauty; whereas; the hand ſomeſt 
perſon in the world, without meekneſs and good 
breeding, would become the object of contempt. 1 
ſtrengthened theſe arguments with many more of the 
ſame kind, calculated for the reformation of her be- 


h the N haviour ;- and after having moralized a good deal, I 
hole ¶ was afraid that my freedom would enrage my miſtreſs, 
m tee and bring upon me ſome ſevere repartee: neverthe- 
42 jeſs, ſhe did not rebel againſt my remonſtrauce, but 
aid 1 


contented herſelf with neglecting it entirely, as well 


J Was 211 the reſt that I was afterwards fooliſh enough to 
| your WE male. | | 


uth ſo At length I forbore to advertiae her of her faals 
ot e Wand abandoned her to the ferocity of her nature. 
by Mean while, (would you believe it?) {this ferocious 
F | 


diſpolition, this haughty woman is withintheſe two 
Bg months 


band 
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months entirely changed; ſhe is complaiſant to every 
body, and her behaviour moſt agreeable ; ſhe is not 
the ſame Mergellina who made ſuch filly anſwers to 
the men who faid obliging things to her; ſhe is bes 
come ſenſible to praiſe ; loves to be called handſome; 
and told that a man can not look upon her with im- 
punity ; and flattery is as agreeable to her as to any 
other woman; the change 1s ſcarce credible; and 
what will ſurprize you ſtill more, you are the author 
of ſuch a great miracle! Yes my dear Diego, (con- 
tinued the uſher) you have metamorphoſed Donna 
Mergellina in this manner, and converted that tigreſs 
into a lamb. In one word, you have attracted her 
notice: I have perceived it more than once, and 1 
am very much miſtaken in the ſex if ſhe has not con- 
ceived a moſt violent paſſion for you. This, my 
child, is the ſad piece of news I had to diſcloſe, and 
the troubleſome dilemma in which we are.” 
I can't ſee (ſaid I to the old man) that we have fo 
much cauſe to be afflicted at this affair, or that it is a 
misfortune for me to be beloved by a handſome la- 
dy-“ „Ah, Diego! (he replied) you talk like a young 
man : you look only at the bait, without perceiving 
the hook ; you conſider only the pleaſure, but I fore 
ſee the diſagreeable conſequences. All will come to 
light in the end. If you continue coming to fing a 
. our door, you will inflame the paſſion of Mergellina, 
who, perhaps, loſing all reſtraint, will betray her 
weakneſs before her huſband doctor Oloroſo; and he 
Who appears ſo complaiſant at preſent, becauſe he 
believes he has no reaſon to be jealous, will becoms 
furious, revenge himſelf upon her, and, in all probs 
bility, make both you ov 1 me feel the effects of hy 
rage.“ Why truly (ſaid I) Signior Marcos, yout 
reaſons are convincing , and I ſubmit myſelf wholly 
to your advice; give me, therefore, directions howto 
behave, in order to prevent miſchief,” „ We bas 
nothing to do (anſwered he) but to give over our Ccolk 


cert ; appear no more before my miſtreſs; and whe 
* 
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you are no longer ſeen, ſhe will retrieve her quiet. 
y WW Stay at your maſter's: honſe, Whicher I will come, 
t nd we will play upon the guitar without danger.“ 
o Wich all my heart (faid I) and I promiſe never to 
et I ſet foot within your door again.” I reſolved in good 
es WW earneſt to be as good as my word, and, for the fu- 
ture to keep myſelf cloſe in the ſhop, ſince the fight 
of me was fo dangerous. 
id In the mean time, honeſt Marcos, with all his pru- 
or WW dence, found, in a very few days, that the means he 
n« WF had contrived to extinguiſh the flame of Donna Mer» 
na WW gellina, produced a quite contrary effect. This lady, 

not having heard me fing for two nights ſucceſſively, 
ner #iked him, why we had diſcontinued our concert, and 


d 1 WF for what reaſon I no longer appeared. He replied, 


on- I wes ſo buly that I had not a moment to beſtow on 
my ny pleaſures, She ſeemed ſatisfied with this excuſe, 
and WF od lor three days more ſupported my abſence with 

tortitude erough ; but at the end of that time my prin- 
e ſo Wcels loſt all patience, and ſaid to her ſquire, * You 

deceive me, Marcos; Diego muſt have ſome other 
h reaſon for not coming hither ; there is ſome myſtery 
dung mit, which I muſt have explained: ſpeak, therefore, 


wing l order you, and conceal nothing of the truth.” 
fore- . Madam (anſwered he, making uſe of another expe- 
ne 10 dient) ſince you muſt know the truth, I will tell you, 
ag 3 What he commonly found ſupper over when he went 
loa, Whome, after our concert; and he does not chuſe to run 
y het Wthe riſque of going to bed with an empty ſtomach.““ 
"ny How! with en empty ſtomach ! (cried ſhe, with 
aſe 


aks of uneaſineſs) why had not you told me this. 
ooner ! Go to bed e poor baby | Go to him 


rode unſtantly, and bring him hither this very evening. 
of by le ſhall not go home with an empty ſtomach : there 
you! gail always be a plate of ſomething reſerved ſor him.“ 
on „What do I hear? (ſaid the uſher, affectiug ſur- 
o. 


drize at her diſcom ſe) heavens, What a change! is it 
ou, madam, that talk thus ? Ilow long have you 
cen thus gentle and compatiionate ?“ „ How long! 
Bg (replied 
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(replied ſhe, haſtily) ſince your abode in this houſe; 
or rather ſince you condemned my diſdainful carriage; W m 
and laboured to ſoften the roughneſs of my behs m 
viour. But, alas! (added ſhe, in a melting ftrain) 1. gr 

| have paſſed from one extremity to another | from be-. th, 
ing baughty and inſenſible, I am become too ſoft and WW be 
tender! I love your young friend Diego, in ſpite of WF be 
all my efforts to the contrary; and his abſence, im th: 
ſtead of weakening, adds new vigour to my love!” gel 
As it poſſible (ſaid the old man) that a lad who Wl ice 

is ncither handſome nor genteel, ſhould be the ob cot 
of ſuch a violent paſſion? I would forgive your ſen, fin 
timents had they been inſpired by ſome gentleman of he: 
ſhining accompliſhments.” *. Ah! Marcos (faid WW pai 
Mergellina, interrupting him) I don't reſemble the W tha 
reſt of my {ex—or rather, notwithſtanding all yout ag: 
long experience, you are but little acquainted with WM tha 
women, if you think that merit always determina I tha 
their choice. If I may be allowed to judge by my. me 
ſelf,” deliberation has no ſhare in their engagements! 
love is a diſorder of the mind, by which we are i» WM bai 
voluntarily dragged and faſtened to the object it isa ſho 
diſtemper by which we are ſeized :s dogs are wich dar 
madneſs ; ceaſe therefore to repreſent Diego as ur ab 
worthy of my tenderneſs; let it ſuthce that my lov cro 
nds in him a thouſand good qualities Which eſcape per 
your notice, and, perhaps, only exiſt in my 1magin» of 
tion. It is vain for you-to tell me, that neither hui it, 
features nor his make deſerve the leaſt attention. He not 
ſeems to me born to captivate, and fairer than the the 
day! beſides, he has a ſweetneſs of voice that charm ſcer 
me, and, in my opinion, plays on the guitar with fan; 
grace peculiar to himſelf.” “ But, madarn (replica of 
Marcos) do you conſider who this Diego is ? thei hoy 
meanneſs of his condition ?” „ Mine is not much ciar 
higher than his; (ſaid ſhe, interrupting him agan/ the 


and if I was even a woman of quality, that ſhould wil bei: 
no objection.” | 4g ſwe 
The reſult of this converſation was, that the use late 


chin 
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thinking he ſhould make little progreſs. with his re- 
monſtrances, ceaſed to oppoſe the infatuation of his 
miſtreſs ; as an expert pilot yields to the ſtorm that 
1 WW drives him from the port in view. He did more for 

be the ſatis faction of his patroneſs; for coming to me 

nd be took me aſide, and having recounted what paſſed 

of between her and him; You ſee, Diego (added he} 
wi that we cannot help continuing our concert. at Mer- 

e!” Wl gellina's door. There is a neceſſity for that lady's 
vho Wl feeing you again, my friend; otherwiſe, ſhe will 
= commit ſome. piece of indiſcretion, that may do in- 
en. finite prejudice to her reputation,” I was not hard- 

n of hearted, but told Marcos, I would in the twilight re- 
ſaid WM pair to the place of aſſignaũon, with my guitar, and 
the Wh that he might go and regale his miſtreſs with this 

out 2grecable piece of news. In this he did not fail; and 
with that paſſionate inamorata was raviſhed to underſtand 
ine that ſhe ſhould have the pleaſure of feeingand hearing 
my- me that very evening. a ö 

nts! A diſagreeable accident, however, had well -nigh 
e i. I baulked her expedctation. For I could not leave the 
164 ſhop before night, which, for my ſins, was extremely 
with Wi dark : and as I groped along the ſtreet, and had got 
un about half way to the place of rendezvous, I was 
love crowned, from a window, wich che contents of a 

ſcape periuming-pan, that did not at all delight my ſenſe 
gins, of ſmelling ; though I may ſafely lay I loſt none of 
er hu it, ſo exactly was I equipt. In this condition I did 
ne not know what courſe to take. Had I returned to 

n the the ſhop, I ſhould have afforded a very diverting, 
army ſcene to my comrades, and expoſed myſelf to a thou- 
vithiß fond unſavory jeſts; and I was ſhocked at the thought 
eplelh of going in this fine pickle to Mergellina : this laſt, 
? we however, I reſolved upon, and going to the phyſi- 
much ci1an's houſe, found the old ſquire waiting for me at 
aan the door, When he told me that doctor Oloroſo 
uld being in bed, we might freely divert ourſelves; I ane 
ſwered, I muſt firſt clean my cloaths; and then re- 
latcd my misfortune : he ſympathized with me,. and 
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conducted me into a hall where his miſtreſs was, who 
no ſooner learned my adventure, and ſaw my condi- 
tion, than ſhe grieved for me as much asif I had met 
with the greateſt misfortune; and beftowed a thou- 
fand curſes on the perſon who had thus accommo- 
dated me. © But, madam (ſaid Marcos to her) mo- 
derate your tranſports; and conſider that this event, 
being the 3 effect of chance, ought not to be ſo 
deeply reſented. “ Why ſhould not I (anſwered 
me) deeply reſent the injury that has been done to this 
Poor lamb, this dove without gall, who does not even 
complain of the outrage he has received? O that 1 
Was a man this moment to revenge it!“ 

She ſaid a thouſand things more that denoted the 2 
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exceſs of her love, which ſhe made appear no leſs by & 
ber actions; for while Marcos was buſhed in wiping 
me with a towel, ſhe ran to her chamber and fetched % 
ſrom it a box full of all ſorts of perfumes; ſweeten- f 
ing my cloaths with the ſcent of. odoriferous drugs te 
which ſhe burned, and afterwards {prinkling them h 
all over with eſſences. The fumigation and aſperſion 7 
performed, this charitable lady went herſeIf into the 1 
Kitchen for ſome bread, wine, and ſlices of roaſted & 
mutton which ſhe had ſet apart for my entertainment; f 
and obliging me to cat, took pleaſure in ſerving me, m 
ſometimes by cutting my victuals, and ſometimes by ge 
Rilling wine; in ſpite of all that Marcos and I could ol 
Hay to diſſuade her from ſuch condeſcenſion. When 08 
J bad ſupped, we gentlemen of the band began to : 
tune our voices to, our guitars, and performed a con- as 
cert that charmed Mergellina, We atte&ted, indeed, WW ha 
to ling thoſe airs, the words of which flattered her pr 


paſſion ; and it muſt be obſerved, that while 1 Fung, th. 
J frequently ogled her with the tail of my eye, in ſuch M 


a manner, as blew the coals of love; for I began to en 
be pleaſed with the game. Although the concert = 
tfted a long time, I was not at all tired, and as for A 
the lady, io whom the hours ſeemed minutes, the 3 


would willingly have [peut the night in nenne th 
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vad not the old uſher, to whom the minutes feemed” 
4 outs, put her in mitid of its being late. This ſhe 
0 gave him the trouble to repeat ten or twelve times? 
but ſhe had to do with one who was indefatigahle dn 
that ſubject, and Who gave her no reſt, untl F was” 
gone. This experienced perſon, 8 his miſtfeſs 
abandoned to a fooliſh paſſion, was afraid of ſome 
croſs accident ; and his fear was ſoon juſtified : for 
the doctot either fuſpeQing ſome ſecret mtrigue, dr 
zgitated by the demon of jealouſy, who had reſpected 
kim hitherto, took it in is head to find fault with out 
concerts; which he forbad in a perem 1 
and, without giving any reafon for his diſguſt, declar : 
ed that for the future, he would ſuffer no ſtranger to 
come within hits doors. | * 

Marcos advertiſed me of this declaration, whie 
was particularly intended for me, and mortified me - 
not a little; for I had conceived hopes 1 was forry 
to forkgo. Nevertheleſs, that I may act the faithfal 
hiſtoriM,"I will own that I bore my misfortune 
with patience, This was not the caſe” With Mer- 
gellina, whoſe ſentiments were more inflamed than” 
ever.“ My dear Marcos! (ſaid ſhe to her 'uſher} 
from you alone 1 expe aſſiſtance: fall upon foms 
method, I beg of you, to bring Diego and me to- 
gether in private,” “ What do you aſk! cried the 
old man, in a rage, I have been already but too 
complaiſant; and will not undertake, by gratifying 
your filly paſſion, to diſhonour my maſter, ruin your 
reputation, and intail infamy upon myſelf; J, who 
have always maintained the character of an itre- 
proachable domeſtic! I will rather quit your family 
than ſerve you in ſuch a ſhameful manner.” % Aly, 
Marcos! (cried the lady, interruptiiig him, and frights 
encd at his laſt words) you pierce my very heart len 
you talk. of leaving me! Cruel mau! are you going 
to forſake me now, after having reduced me to this 
condition! Give me back my former pride, ane 
that lavageneſs of CN which you deprived y_ 
95 8 ol! 


* 
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ys - of ! Why:fo 1, not ſtill poſſeſs theſe happy deſects, 
which would have preſerved my tranquility; whereas: 
your indiſcreet remonſtiances have robbed: me of the 
repoſe I enjoyed] You have corrupted my morals, 
by endeavouring to correct them. But, what do I 
Jay ? (added ſhe) wretch that I am! why do I re- 
proach you unjuſtly: No, my father, you are not the 
author of my eusfortune, which cruel fate alone de- 
.crees ! Don't therefore take notice, I conjure you, 
of the extravagant diſcourſe that eſcapes me ! De 
my paſſion diſorders my underſtanding 1 Have pity 
on my weakneſs, you are all my comfort, and if, 
you have any regard for. my life, do not refuſe your 
Aſſiſtance.“ 

At theſe words, her tears redoubling in ſuch a 
manner that ſhe could not go on, ſhe covered her 
Bee with her handkerchief, and threw herſelf upon 


a chair, like a perſon finking under affliction. Old 


Marcos, who was perhaps the beſt ſoul of an uſher. 


chat ever lived, could not reſiſt ſuch a moving fight, 


which affected him ſo much, that he even mingled 
his tears with thoſe of his miſtreſs, and ſaid, with 
an air of tenderneſs, © Ah, madam, how bewitching 
yourare ! I am not proof againſt your ſorrow ! My 
virtue is ranguiſhed, and I promiſe ig my aſſiſt. 
ance, I am not ſurprized that love has been able 
to make you forget your duty, when pity only has 
ſevered me from mine.“ Accordingly, the uſher, in 
ſpite of his irreproachable conduct, devoted himſelf 
very obligingly to the paſſion of Mergellina, and 

aving come one morning to inform me of What 
had happened, told me, at parting, that he had al- 
ready concerted a plan for procuring a ſecret inter. 
view. between the lady and me. This re-animated 
my hope, but, in leſs than two hours after, I re- 
caved a piece of very bad news. A journeyman 
apothecary in the neighbourhood, one of our cuſto- 
mers, came in to be ſhaved, and, and while I prep: 
xed the lather, ſaid, “ Signior Diego, what is the mats 
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ter with your friend, the old ſquire Marcos de 0- 
bregon ? Do you know that he is going to leave doc 
tor Oloroſo ? Upon my anſwering in the negative 
he reſumed, It is certaiuly true! he is to be difmiſ- 
ſed this very day: his maſter and mine have been juſt 
talking on that ſubject, while I was by: and to the 
belt of my remembrance their converſation was thus : 
Signior Apuntador (ſaid the phyſician) I have a favour 
to aſk ; being diſſatisfied with an old uſher, Who bas 
ſerved me ſome time, I want to put my wiſe under the 
direction of a faithful,” ſevere, and vigilant duenna." 
] underſtand you (faid my maſter) you have occaſion 
for Dame Melancia, who-was my wife's governante, 
and has lived in the family theſe fix weeks that I have 
been a widower, Tho” the is very uſeful to me in 
houſe-keeping, I yield her to you, on account of my 
concern of your honour. You may depend upon her 
for the ſafety of your forehead ; ſhe is a jewel of a 
duenna “, and a very dragon to guard the chaſtity of 
the female ſex; during the whole term of twelve 
years that ſhe was with my wife, who, you know, 
was both young and handſome, I never faw fo much 
as the ſhadow of a gallant in my houſe. No, faith # 
it was no place for them to play pranks in, and let 
me tell you, the defunct, in the beginning, had a 
ſtrong propenſity to coquetry; but Dame Melancia 
ſoon reclaimed, and inſpried her with a taſte for vire 
tue. | | 
In a word, ſhe is a treaſure, and you will thank 
me more than once for the preſent I make of her.” 
The doctor was rejoiced at this encomium, and Sig- 
nior Apuntador and he are agreed, that the duenua 
ſhall this very day fill the place of the old uſher. 
This piece of news, which 1 delivered, and was 


* The duennas are diſcreet females of approved 
fidelity, to whoſe care the Spaniards commit the cha- 
tity of their wives and daughters—an office happily 
excluded from this land of virtuous freedom. 
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certainly true, diſturbed the ideas of pleaſure with 
which I had begun again to regale myſelf ; and Mar- 


hy confirming the report of the journeyman apothe- 
carry. ly dear Diego, (ſaid the honeſt uſher) 1 
am very glad that doctor Oloroſo has diſmiſſed me, 
A circumſtance that ſpares me a great deal of trou- 
ble; for I not only found myſelf engaged in a bad 
employment, but likewiſe under a neceſſity of con- 
triving tricks and ſtratagems to bring Mergellina and 
you together in private. What a dilemma had I 
brought myſelf into! Thank heaven, I am freed from 
thoſe troubleſome cares, and the dangers that attend 
them. For your part, my ſon, you ought to confole 
yourſelf for the loſs of a few {weet moments, which 
might have been followed by numberleſs ſorrows.” 
I reliſhed the refleftions of Marcos, becauſe I no longer 
had any hopes, and thought no more of the affair. I 
confeſs, I was not one of thoſe ſtubborn lovers who 
are animated by the obſtacles in their way.: but had 
I been ſuch an one, Dame Melancia was enough to 
make me quit my purſuit ; for the character 1 had 
heard of that duenna ſeemed capable of driving any 
Hant to deſpair. Nevertheleſs, in whatever colours 
the had been painted to me, I learned, two or three 
days after, that the dottor's wife had either lulled 
this Argus, or corrupted her fidelity. As I went out 
to ſhave one of our neighbours,” a decent old woman 
Ropping me in the ſtreet, aſked if my name was not 
Diego de la Fuenta? when I anſwered, Ves. Well, 
then ſaid ſhe, you are the perſon I want. Come this 
night to Donna Mergellina's door, and make ſome 
ſignal by which you may be known and admitted into 
the houſe,” Very well (ſaid Ito her) we muſt firſt 
agree upon the ſignal : I can mimick a cat charmingly 
and will mew ſeveral times.” That's enough, (re- 
lied this ſhe-Mercury) I will report youu anſwer, 
* ſervant, Signior Diego, heaven bleſs you Ho 
handſome you are! By St. Agnes, if I were but f.. 
| — teen 


cos, in the afternoon, confounded them effectually, 
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teen years old, I would not chuſe to engage -you Wl 
for others.” So ſaying the officious beldame Went 
away. l | 

You may well think that I was furiouſly agitated 

this meſſage. Adieu the reflection of Marcos! I 
pected night with the utmoſt impatience, and Wen 1 


N thought doctor Oloroſo might be aſleep, went to her 

| door, where I mewed ſo loud as to be heard at a good 

. diſtance, and did great honour to the maſter who 

| taught me ſuch a polite art, In a moment, Mergel- 

[ lina herſelf having opened the door ſoftly and let me 

n in, ſhut it again in the ſame menner; and we went 

4 together into the hall where'our laſt concert, was held, 

e and which was lighted by a ſmall lamp that glimmered 

h in the chimney : we ſat down cloſe by one another Wi 
* for the benefit of converſing more at our eaſe i and we 
er were both very much affected; with this difference, Wi 

1 however, that pleaſure alone was the occaſiqn of her 

10 emotion; while mine partook a little of fear. My 

ad princels in vain aſſured me, that we had nothing 10 

to dread on account of her huſband : C was ſeized with g 

ad fit of ſhivering that diſturbed my joy. Madam (ſaid F 

ny to her) how have you been able to deceive the vigil 
IS lance of your governante? After what I had heard ot 
ee Dame Melanc1a,. I did not think it poſſible for you q % 
ed find means to let me hear from you, much leſs to give i 
out me a perſonal interview.“ Donna -Mergellina, {mile 
1an ing at my diſcourle, anſwered, „ You will ceaſe to 

not be ſurprized at the private opportunity me now enjoy, 
ell, after I have told you what paſſed between my duenna 
this and me. When ſhe came firſt into the family, my 
me huſband loaded her with eivilities, and faid to me; 
nto © Mergellina, I commit you to the conduct of this 
firſt diſcreet gentlewoman, who is a ſummary. of all the 
igly virtues: a mirrour which you muſt always have be- 

re- fore your eyes, for your improvement in wildom 2 
ver. this admirable perſon governed an apothecary's wile Wil 
_ (a friend of mine) twelve years; and that in ſuch an 
| ble | Fr, 


teen 


uncommon 
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uncommon manner, that ſhe became a kind of faint 
= undcr her inſtructions.“ "$738; BL 94 
| This encomium, which the ſevere look of -Dame 
Melancia did not belie, coſt me a world of tears, and 
threw me into deſpair, I repreſented to myſelf the 
lectures I muſt hear from morn to night, and the re- 
bukes I muſt every day undergo. In ſhort, I ex- 
petted to be the moſt unhappy woman in the world; 
and thinking it needleſs to be on the reſerve, in ſuch 
a cruel ſtate of expeQation, I ſaid to my duenna, with 
n reſolute air (as ſoon. as l found myſelf alone with 
: 22 Lou are, doubtleſs, preparing a great many 
WE ſufferings for me; but I think proper to advertiſe you 
© beforehand, that I have not a great deal of pattence; 
and that I will endeavour to give you as many mor- 
tißcations as I can: in the mean time, I declare that 
my heart entertains a paſſion which all your remon- 
ſtrances ſhall not impair; ſo you may take your mea- 
ſures accordingly, and redouble your vigilance; for, 
I confels, I will ſpare nothing to deceive it.“ At 
8 thele words the grim-faced duenna (Who I imagined 
Vas about to give me afample of her office) cleared 
up her auſtere countenance, and ſaid with a ſmiling 
air, I am charmed with your humour, your frank- 
"neſs encourages mine, and I ſee we are deſigned for 
one another: ah my fair Mergellina! how little are 
you acquainted with me when you judge by the cha- 
rafter your ſpouſe the doctor gives me, and by this 
ſour aſpect I aſſume! I am fo far from being an ene- 
my to pleaſure, that my ſolve motive for hiring myſelf 
as the miniſter of jcalous huſbands, is, that I may the 
more effectually ſerve their handlome wives, I have _ 
long poſſeſſed the great myſtery of diſguiſing myſelf; 
and 1 may call myſelf doubly happy, becauſe I enjoy 
the convenience of ſin, and the reputation of virtue at 
the ſame time. Between you and me, this is the ſcope 1 
of mankind in general ; virtue itſelf is too difficult to 
be acquire ; and therefore people are ſatisfied with 
| pollclling the »ppearance of it.“ 
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Leave your conduct to my direction (added the go - 
vernante) and I warrant you, we will ſoon impoſe 
upon the old doctor Oloroſo, who by my troth, ſhall 
ſoon ſhare the fate of Signior Apuntador ; for I don't 
ſce why the forebead. of a phyſician ſhould be more 
reſpected than that of an apothecary. Poor Apunta- 
dor! how many tricks his wife and I have played 
him! ſhe was a lovely creature l a good-humoured: 
ſoul; heaven reſt it! I can aſſure. you he made a good, 
uſe of her youth; and did not want abundance of ad- 
mirers, whom 1 introduced to the houſe without ever. 
being diſcovered by her huſband : look upon me there». 
fore, madem, with a more favourable eye, and be per- 
ſuaded, that whatever talent the old ſquire might have 
for your ſervice, you will loſe nothing by the change, 
and perhaps ſtill find me more uſeful than he was. 
I leave you to judge Diego (continued N 
how much I thought myſelf obliged to the duenna, 
ſor this frank declaration: for I looked upon her as a, 
perſon of the moſt auſtere virtue; ſo apt are people to 
be deceived in women, Her ſincerity gained my heart 
in a moment; I embraced her in a tranſport of joys 
that convinced her how much I was charmed with 
my lot, in baving her for a governante; and afterwards 
freely imparted my ſentiments to her, and begged-that. 
ſhe would, without loſs of time, contrive a private 
meeting with you, which ſhe has not failed to procure. 
This very morning ſhe ſet at work that old woman 
who ſpoke to you, and who 1s an agent whom ſhe 
often employed for the apothecary's wife. But the 
molt pleaſant part of this adventure (added ſhe laugh- 
ing) is, that Melancia, underſtanding from me that 
my huſband commonly ſleeps ſound, has gone to bed 
to him, and this very minute ſupplies my place. 80 
much the worſe madam (ſaid I to Mergelhina) I cane 
not approve of this invention; your huſband may 
wake and perceive the cheat.” He cannot perceive it 
(anſwered. ſhe with ſome precipitation); don't be un- 
caſy on that ſcore; nor let a groundleſs panic poiſog 
abe! I the 
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4 The ADVENTURES of 
the delight you ought to enjoy with à y0ung lad y whe 
has a regard for you,” 5 Show a 

The old doctor's wife, obſerving that 1 was ſtill diſ. 
mayed, notwithſtanding her aſſurance, did every thing 
in her power to encourage me; ard practiſed ſo many 
different endeavours for that purpoſe, that ſhe ſueeeed . 
ed at laſt, and I reſolved to profit by the occaſions” 
but juſt as Cupid, attended by the ſports and ſmiles, 
was about to crown my happineſs; we were aſtoniſhed: 
by a loud rap at the ſtreet-door. Immediately love 
and his train took wing, like /a flock of' fearful birds 
diſperſed by ſudden: noiſe !—Mergellina” concealed: 


„ me in a hurry under a table that was in the hall; then 
blowing out the lamp, as it had been agreed upon be- 


tween her governante and her, in caſe ſuch à croſs ac- 
| , ſhe went to the chamber where 
her huſbatid was a- bed. In the mean time the whole 


= houſe rung with the repeated knocks that were thun - 


deted at the door; and the doctor, ſtarting out of his 


| 7, called Melaucia.— The duenna, jumping out of 
bed (although the doctor, who riiftook her for bis 
wife, bid her lie ſtill) joined her miſtreſs in the dark; 
Who feeling her, called 'Melancia alſo, and bid her go 


and ſee who knocked at the door: © Madam (anſwered 


the governante) I am bere.— Go to bed again, if you 


pleaſe, and I will go and ſte what is the matter.“ 


Mean while Metgellina, having undreſſed, ſlipt into 


bed to the doctor, who had not the leaſt faſpicion of 
the trick Tis true indeed, this ſcene Was performed 
in the dark by two actreſſes, one of whom was match» 
teſs in her way, and the other an admirable proficient, 

The duenna, wrapt in a robe de chambre appearing 
foon after with a candle in her hand, faid to her mal- 


F ter, © Signior Doctor, be ſo good as to rife; the 


bookſeller, Fernandez de Buendia, our neighbour, 
has fallen into an apoplexy, and you are defied to 
go with all haſte to his aſſiſtance.“ The phyſician 
dreffed himſelf as ſoon as he could and went away; 


| . | while his iſe in a looſe gown came along with the 
= duenna 
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duenna into the hall where I was, and drawing me 
from under the table, more dead than alive, You 


have nothing to fear, Diego {ſaid ſhe) recollect your-" 


ſelf.” Then in a few words ſhe told me what had 
happened, and wanted to renew the converſation 
which had been interrupted ; but this the governante 
oppoſed, ſaying,** Madam, perhapy your huſband will 
find the bookſeller dead, and return immediately; be- 
kdes (added lhe, perceiving me benumbed with ſear) 
what would you 40 with the poor lad? He is in no 
condition to maintain the conference, which you had 
better defer till to-morrow.” Donna Mergellina 
conſented to this propoſal, not without regret, fo well 
did ſhe love the preſent time; and I believe ſhe was 
very much mortified that ſhe could not then beſtow 
upon the doctor the new cap ſhe had deſtined for 
him. 

As for my own. part, leſs ſorry for having been 
baulked of love's moſt precious favours, than glad 
to be out of danger, I went back to my malter's 
houſe, where I ſpent the night in reflecting upon my 
adventure.—T heſitated ſome time about going to the 
place of rendezvous next night, having as bad an 


opinion of this: ſecond enterprize as of the firſt : but 


the devil, who is always laying cloſe ſiege to us, or 
rather on ſuch occaſions takes poſſeſſion of our facul- 
ties, ſuggeſted that I ſhould be a great booby to ſtop 
ſhort in the middle of ſuch a delightful journey, ge- 
preſented to my fancy Mergellina adorned with new 
chaims, and heightened the value of the pleaſures 
that awaited me! ſo that I refolved to purſue my 
point; aud flattering myſelf with the hope of behavs 
ing with more courage than before, I repaired in this 
41[polition to the doctor's door, between eleven aud 
twelve next night, which was ſo dark, that not one 
ter zppeargd in the firmament. I mewed two or 
tirce lunes, to give notice that I was in the: ſtreets 
aud nobody coming to the door, I not only repeated 
the ligna}, bu allo mimicked all the diflerent expreſs 
ns 


ll 
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ons of a cat, which a ſhepherd. of Olmedo had 
taught me; and acquitted myſelt ſo well, that a neigh- 
bour going home, and miſtaking me for one of thoſe 
animals whoſe notes I imitated, took up a flint-ftone 
he found at his feet, and threw it at me with his 
whole ſtrength, ſaying, © Curſe on the caterwauler!” 
J received the blow upon my head, which ſtunned 
me {o much, that I had well nigh tumbled back- 
wards. I felt myſelf wounded, a circumſtance ſuf- 
cient to give me a diſguſt at gallantry; and loſing 
my love with my blood, returned to our houſe, 
where I alarmed and raiſed the whole family. My 
maſter examined and dreſſed my wound, which he 
thought dangerous; but it was attended with no bad 


1 conſequence, and in three weeks diſappeared. Dur- 


ing all that time I heard not one ſyllable about Mer- 
gellina; and it is not unlikely that Dame Melancia, 
in order to detach her from me, introduced her to 
ſome better acquaintance. But this gave me no con- 
| gern; for as ſoon as I found myſelf perfectly cured, 
I left Madrid, in order to perform my tour of Spain. 


CHAP. VI. 


Gil Blas and his companion come ub with-a man, whom 
they perceive ſoaking cruſts of bread in a ſpring ;, and 


enter into converſation with him. 


wits eee Diego de la Fuenta recounted a good 


many more adventures that had happened to him; 
but in my opinion, ſo little worth the breath they 
coſt, that I ſhall paſs them over in ſilence; though I 
was obliged to hear the recital, which was ſo tedious 
that it brought us as far as Ponte de Duera. In this 
village we Raid the remaining part of the day; and 
at the inn where we lodged, ordered for ſupper a diſh 
of cabbage ſoupe, and a roaſted hare, the ſpecies of 
which we were at grcat pains to prove before hand. 
On the. morrow at break of day we purſued our 


journey, after having repleniſhed our bottle with 


preuy 


| 
| 
| 
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twenty years old, ſoaking ſome cruſts in a fountain; 


y good wine, and furniſhed our knapſack with 


e ſlices of bread, and the half of the hare which | 


remained from our ſupper, e914 | 

When we had gone about two leagues we began to 
be hungry; and perceiving ſeveral large trees, which 
formed an agreeable ſhade in the fields, about two 
hundred paces from the highway, we went chither to 


make a halt, and found a man, ſeven or eight and 


A long ſword lay by him on the graſs, with an havres 
ſack, of which he had unloaded his ſhoulders ;: and 
though he Was poorly cloathed, he diſcovered & good 
ſhape and mien. We accoſted him in a civil manner, 
upon which he ſaluted us with great complaiſance 3 
and preſenting his cruſts, aſked with a {myle if we 
would be of his meſs; we anſwered, yes, provided 
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he would give us leave to improve the repaſt, by 


Joining our breakfaſt with his. He freely conſenting, 
we immediately produced our victuals, which affor= 


d:d no unplealing view to the ſtranger, who cned in | 


a tranſport of joy, © How, gentlemen, egad, there's 
ſtore of munition for the belly! I ſee you are provi- 
dent people: for my own part I ſeldom travel ſo 
well provided, but depend a good deal upon chance. 
Notwithſtanding my preſent ſituation, however, £4 
may ſay without vanity, that I ſometimes make a pretty 
brilliant appearance,—You muſt know that I am 
uſually treated like a prince, and have guards in my 
train,” * I underſtand you, ſaid Diego; you would 
intimate that you are a player.“ „ You have hit it, 


(replied the other) I have ated theſe fifteen years at 


leaſt; for I performed ſome ſmall parts while I was 
yet a child.” „ To be plain with you, ſaid the bars 
ber, ſhaking his head, I can ſcarce believe what you 


fay.—I know what ſort of people the comedians 
are; thefe gentlemen do not travel a foot, and dine 


with St. Anthony, as you do; therefore I cannot 
help thinking that you are no more than a candle 


ſuuffer,” % You may think of me as you pleaſes 
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replied the ſtage · player; but I affirm that I act the 
very top parts, among the reſt that of the lover 
&« If that be the caſe, ſaid my comrade, I congratu- 
late you upon it; and am very proud that Signior Gil 
Blas and I have the honour to breakfaſt with a perſon 
of ſuch importance.” | | 
We then began to gnaw our cruſts, and the pre- 
| cious remains of the hare, beſtowing ſuch rude em- 
braces on the bottle that it was empty in a very 
ſhort time; and being ſo buſy with what we were 
about, that we ſcarce ſpoke one word during the te- 
= paſt; which being ended, the converſation was thus 
reſumed: & 1 am ſurprized, ſaid the barber to the 
player, to ſee you in ſuch indifferent circumſtances: 
for a ſtage hero, methinks you have a very needy ap- 
pearance; you'll pardon my freedom.” “ Your 
freedom! (cried the actor) ah! truly, you are lite 
—_ acquainted with Melchior Zapata, Thank heaven, 
I am not at all exceptious; you do me a pleaſure in 
W {peaking {o frankly ; for I myſelf love to tell my 
mind without reſerve.— I fincerely own I am not 
W rich.—Look, added he, ſhewing that his doublet was 
lined with pley-bills, this is the {tuff that uſually 
ſerves me for lining; and if you have any curiofuy 
to ſce my wardrobe, it ſhall be forthwith gratiſied.“ 
At the ſame time he took out of his knapſack an old. 
ſuit laced with tinſel,a ſorry hat with ſome old plumes 
of feathers, a pair of ſilk ſtockings full of holes, and 
red buſkins very much worn. * You ſee, ſaid he, I 


. "WEE an: 


W replied Diego. So you have neither wife nor daugh- 
er?“ 1 have a wife, young and handſome, ſaid 
Zapata; yet I am never a bit the better for it, ſq 
W wonderfully capricious is my fate. I married a beau- 
ful aftreſs. in hopes that ſhe would not let me 
We ftarve ; and, unfortunately for me, ſhe is incorrupti- 
bl chaſte. Who the devil would not have been de- 
Wy ccived, as I was ? there happened to be one virtuous 
Vom among the ſtrollers, aud ſhe mult fall 1 wy 
b - * ot U 


— 


— 
— —— 
T == 


am tolerably poor.“ — That's what ſurprizes me, 


wn. „ ww, „ we ww wes 


ms Wd + a 


= Mw. tt = 


WH nun» OA 


0 


GA 45 
lot!“ © Truly, you have had bad luck (ſaid the bar- 
ber): but why did not you marry an adreſs of the 
king's company at Madrid, in which caſe you, could 
not have been diſappointed ?”? „ I grant it, replied 
the player; but, a plague upon it, a little country- 
ſtroller dares not aſpire to thoſe famous heroines : 
this is as much as an actor of the prince's compan 
can do ; ſome of whom are even obliged — 
in the city.—Luckily for them, the city is well ſtor- 
ed, and they often light on yoke - ſellows not a whit 
inferior to thoſe princeſſes who were brought up be- 
hind the ſcenes.” | 

„% Have you never endeavoured, (ſaid my compa- 
nion to him) to be introduced into that company ? 
Muſt one have infinite merit to be admitted into it?“ 
Good! replied Melchior, you are merry with 
your infinite merit.—It is compoſed of twenty ac- 
tors; aſk their characters in town, and you will hear 
them finely handled. More than one half deſerve to 
carry the knapſack ſtill ; but, for all that, it is no eaſy 
matter to be received among them. One muſt have 
money, or powerful friends, to ſupply the want of 
talent. This I ought to know, ſince I am juſt 
come from making a trial at Madrid, where I have 
been hooted and hiſſed in a helliſh manner, although 
I deſerved to be applauded to the ſkies; for I roar- 
ed, ranted, burleſqued nature an hundred times; and 
moreover, in my declamation, clapped my clenched 
fiſt to my princeſs's noſe.—In a word, I performed 
in the taſte of the great actors in vogue; and yet the 
{ame audience that reliſhed this behaviour in them, 
could not endure it in me. Vou ſee the force of pre- 
Judice ! wherefore, finding myſelf incapable of plea» 
ling on that ſtage, and having nothing to ſecure my 
reception in defiance of the town, I am going back 
to Zamora, where I ſhall rejoin my wife wo 
rades, who are not in the moſt flouriſhing eircum- 
ances, God grant that we may not be obliged to 

| beg 


com- 
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beg our way to the next town; a misfortune which 
| has already happened to us more than once. - | 
With theſe words this prince of'the drama ſprung 
up, ſhouldered his knapſack, girded on his ſword; 
and, at parting, pronounced with a theatrical air, 
* Gentlemen, adieu! may the gods exhauſt their 
bounties on you.” And you, replied Diego! may 
you, at your return to Zamora, behold your wife's 
condition and temper changed.” Signior Zapata no 
fooner ſhewed his heels than he began to rehearſe as 
| he walked, and immediately the barber and J hiffed; 
to put him in mind of his trial: the noiſe reaching his 

ears, he thought he ſtill heard the cat- calls of Madrid: 
upon which he looked back, and percewing that we 


made merry at his expence, far from being incenſed 
2 our buffoonry, took all in good part, and continued 


his noiſe, burſting into fits of laughter alb the way. 
We returned his mirth with all our might; and get 


9 ting back into the high road, purfued our journey. 


CHAP. IX. 
The condition in which Diego finds his family; and an ac- 
count of the rejoicings;, after which Gil Blas bids him 
farewel. ; Z | 


ene ſept that night between Moyados and 
1 Valpueſta, in a little village whoſe name 1 have 
forgot, we arrived next day, about eleven o'clock in 
the forenoon, in the plain of Olmedo. “ Signior 
Gil Blas, ſaid my comrade, there is the place of my 
nativity, which I cannot behold again without trans- 
port; ſo natural is it to love one's country.“ «Signior 
Diego, anſwered I, one who expreſſes ſuch regard 
for his native country, might, 1 think, have ſpoke 
of it a little more advantageoufly than you have done: 
Olmedo feemsto be acity, and you told me it was only 
a' village. It ought, at leaſt to be dignified with the 
epithet of a market · town.“ I beg its pardon, w__—_ 
* e 


„ „ XA. a 


K 


— 
= 


— » 


CTU ene 
the barber; but I muſt on, that after having ſeen 
Madrid, Toledo; Saragoſſa, and all the! great cities 1 
touched at in making my tour of Spain, Hook upon the 
ſmall ones as villages.” As we advanced into the 
plain, we thought we obſerved: a great concourſe of 
people near Olmedo ; and when we were near enough 
to diſcern objects, we found ſomething to attract our 
attention. | | 

There were three tents pitched at & ſmall diſtance 
from one another, and hard by & great number of 
cooks and ſcullions preparing a feaſt + fome laid the 
cloths on long tables placed under the tents: ſome 
filled earthen pitchers witch wine: others made the 
pots boil, and others again turned ſpits that were 
loaded with all ſorts of meat: but what I coaſidered 
more aitentively than all the reſt, was a great ſtage, 
raiſed and adorned with decorations of painted paper 
of different colours, and garniſhed with Greek and 
Latin devices. The barber no ſooner perceived the 
inſcriptions, than he ſaid, All thefe Greek mottos 
ſavour ſtrongly of my uncle Thomas, who, I hold 
a wager, has a hand in the buſmeſs; for, between 
you and me, he is a learned man; and has a power of 
college books by heart: his greateſt fault is, that he 
inceſſantly quotes paſſages from them in converſation, 
which is not agreeable to every body. Beſides {added 
he) my uncle has tranſlated a good many Greek and 
Latin authors, and is quite-maſter of the ancients, as 
one may ſee by the learned remarks which he has 
made: had it not been for him we ſhould never have 
known, that in the city of Athens children cried when 
they were flogged: we owe that diſcovery to his pro» 
found erudition.““ ' 

After my comrade and I had obſerved all thoſe 
things Which Þ have mentioned, we were curious to 
know tho cauſe of ſuch preparations, and went for- 
ward to entuire, hen Diego recognized in the direc» 
tor of the ſeaſt, Signior Thomas de la Fuenta, whom 
he accolted wich great- cagerneſs, The W 
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did not, at firſt, know the young barber; {a much 
was he altered during an abſence of ten years: but re. 
collecting him at laſt, he embraced him affection- 


ately, ſaying, * What! do I ſee thee then, Diego, 
my dear nephew! Do'l ſee thee returned to the town 


where thou firſt ſaw?{t the light ? Thou art come to re · 
viſit thy houſhold gods; and heaven reſtore thee ſafe * 


and ſound to thy kindred! O day, thrice and four 
times happy! O day, worthy to be marked with a 
white ſtone! A world of changes have happen'd, my 
friend (purſued he): thy uncle Pedro, the poet, has 
fallen a victim to Pluto, having died three months 


ago. That miſer, while alive, was afraid of want" 


ing the neceſſaries of life. Argenti pallebat amore. 


For” tho“ he received large penſions from ſeveral ' 


ere. he did not ſpend ten piſtoles a year for his 


ubſiſtence: and was even ſerved by a valet whom he 
did not maintain, That fool, more ſenſeleſs than the 
Grecian Ariſtippus, who ordered his flaves to throw! 


away, in the deſaris of Afric, the riches they carried 


as a burthen that incommoded them in their march; * 


— he, I ſay, heap'd up all the gold and ſilver he could 
ſcrape together; and for whom ? ſor thoſe very heirs 


he would not ſo much as ſee. He died worth thirty ' 


thouſand ducats, which thy father, thy uncle Ber- 
trand, and I, have equally ſhared among us; ſo that 
we are able to ſettle our children to our hezrt's deſire, 
My brother Nicholas has already diſpoſed of thy filter 
_ Thereſa, whom he has given in marriage to the ſon 
of one of our alcades. Connubio junxit ſtabili, pro- 
priumque dicavit. Theſe nuptials, perſormed undet 
the moſt happy auſpices, we have celebrated theſe two 


days with ſuch preparation; three tents being-pitch'd*! 


in the plain, one for each of the three heirs of Pedroy 


who, in their turns, bear the expence of the day, 1 


wiſh thou had'ſt arrived ſooner, to have ſeen the be- 


ginning of our rejoicings, The day before yelterday, '» 


when they were married, thy father gave a ſump« 


} 


tuous entertainment, which was followed by a:courſe-s 
| 2 
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at the ring, thy uncle the mercer treated yeſterday, / 
and regaled us with a paſtoral feaſt ; ten of the gen- 
teeleſt youths, and as many handſome maidens, were 
dreſſed like ſhepherds, all the ribbons and points in 
his ſhop beng employed to adorn them. —This gay * 
company performed ſaveral dances, and Tung a thou» 
ſand light and tender catches: nevertheleſs though. 
nothing was ever more, gallant, the ſpettators did not 
ſcem to reliſh it, Which ſhews that paſtoral is quite 
out of 2 * 15 | 2 ** | 
To- day (added he) every thing is to be at my coſt. 
and I will Gui 10 eee Ge 
ſne w of my o] invention. Finis coronabit opus, L 
have ordered a theatre to be raiſed, on which (God. 
willing) I will make my ſcholarsrepreſent a piece of 
my own compoſing, intitled, The Deverſions of Mus 
ley Bugentuf, King of Morocco. It will e extremely 
well ed. becauſe I have ſcholars who-declaim like 
the players of Madrid: they are the ſons of faſhionable 
people living at Pennafiel and Segovia, who are 
13 boarded with. me, and are become excellent actors 
id under my inſtruction. Their performance will appear 
's to be of a maſterly ſtamꝑ, ut ita dicam. With regard: 
ty to the piece 1 ſhall fay nothing, that thou may'ſt en- 
r. Joy the pleaſure of ſurprize ; but only obſerve that it 
at muſt tranſport the ſpectators: for it is one of thoſe 
'e, Wtrgic ſubjects which awake the ſoul by the images of 
death then preſent to the view.—I am of Ariſtotle's 
opinion, that the chief end of tradedy is to raiſe ter- 
ror. Oh! if I had attached myſelf to the drama, I 
would have introduced none but bloody-minded 
princes and heroic aſſaſſins on the ſcene, and would 
have bathed myſelf in gore: and in my tragedies, 
not only the principal perſons, but even their guards 
19uld have periſhed, —I would have murdered them 
all, to the prompter. In a word, my taſte is horror; 
and we ſee that ſuch poems captivate the multitude, 
jupport the luxury of the players, and enable the au- 
or to live at his caſe,” | 
co 3 b _ | 
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/ Juſt asc he had done ſpeaking, we ſaw coming but hea, 
of the village into the plain a great concourfe of men p 
and women. Theſe were no other than the new. mar. and 
ried couple, accompanied by their relations and wit! 
friends, and preceded by ten or twelve mulicians, they 
who; playing all together, performed a moſt thunder. | The 
ing concert. We went up to meet them, and Diego || VE"! 
made himſelf known; upon which the whole affem. | pala 
' bly broke out into uts of jog, and every one was n © 
eager to embrace him; ſo that he was ſufficiently em. nied 
peo in receiving their expreſſions” of friendſhip, 
His whole family, as well as all who were preſent, and 
having well nigh ſmothered him with careſſes, his fa. The 
ther ſaid to him, © Welcome, Diego; thou Fndeſt giver 
thy parents ſomewhat bettered in their circumſtances, taſte 
my child. I ſhall ſay no more at prefent, but ex- chuſ 
plain myſelf more particularly by and by.” Menn J 
while the company, advancing into the plain, fe- Giver 
Paired to the tents, and fat down at the fables that 
were covered; and I and my companion, whom ! drun 
would not quit, dined with the bridegroom and bride, f 
who ſeemed to be very well matched. The repalt ſolen 
was pretty long, becauſe the ſchool-maſter had the cho ſe 
vanity to furniſh three courſes, in order to excel his tem! 
brothers, wbo had not treated with ſuch magnificenee. ſuece 
After the banquet, all the gueſts expreſſed impati. coin. 
ence to Tee the repreſentation of Signior Thomas's brou 
piece, not doubting (as they ſaid) that the produktion 
of ſuch a fine genius would anfwer their moſt ſatiguine 
expectation. Accordingly approaching the ſtage, be- 
fore which the muſicians had already taken their feats 
in order to play between the acts, every body, inthe 
Moſt profound ſilence, waited for the beginning. Th 


actors appeared on the ſcene, and the author, WA 
his poem in his hand, ſat down on one fide, to prompt who 
them. It was not without reaſon that he told vi 
the piece was tragical ; for, in the firſt act, the kim WOW! 
of Morocco, by way of teereation, Thot an hundrely” th 

al 


Mooriſh Javes with arrows: in the ſecond, = 
| a 


CAL: BLA'S. | gx 
+ | headed thirty Portugueſe, officers, whom one of his 
+ | captains had made priſoners ofwar: and in the third 
and laſt, this monarch, mad with his wives, ſets fire 
4 | with his own hand to a deisched palace, in which 
hey were ſhut up, and reduces them and it to aſhes, 
+ | The Mooriſh ſlaves, as well as the Portugueſe officers, 
i | were figures of ozier, very artfully made; and the 
| palace, compoſed of paper, ſeemed all in flames by 
as an artificial firework. This conflagration, accompay 
n nied with a thouſand doleful ſhrieks, that ſeemed to 
o iſſue from the midſt of the flames, concluded the piece, 
10 and cloſed the ſeene in à very — manner, 
fn. | The whole plain echoed with the applauſe that was 
en given to ſuch a. ine tragedy, which juſtified the good 
ae © taſte of the poet, and ſhewed that he knew how to 
e chuſe his ſubjet. 1D ; 
an! 1 thought there was no more to be ſeen, after the 
72 diverſions of Muley Bugentuf ; but I was miſtaſten : 
wary for we were advertiſed of a new ſhew by the ſound of 
mi diums and trumpets, This was a diſtribution of 
ide. prizes; Thomas de la Fuenta, to make the fealt more 
dal foicemn, having ordered all his ſcholars, as well 
Loon thoſe who were baarded with him as the reſt, to 
1 his ff compoſe, and intending to beſtow on thoſe who-had 
ace. ſucceeded beſt, books bought at Segovia With his 
a coin. Immediately therefore two ſchook forms were 
Pa brought upon. the ſtage, with a preſs full of little 


ed upon the ſcene, and ranged themſelves ound Sig- 
be. dior Thomas, who looked as big as the head maſter 
{ hit of a college, and held a paper in his hand, on which 

MY were written the names of thoſe Who were to obtain 
de prizes: this he gave to the king of Morocco, who 
began to read it wich a loud voice; and every ſcholar 
466 who was called, going in a reſpectful manner, re- 
14 ys a book from the pedant, was afterwards 
in cio net with bays, and ordered to fit. down en one 
dre ehe benches, that he might be expoſed to the ad- 

2 1:aL0n of the crowd, Nevertheleſs, how defirons 

*\ 


books handſomely bound: then all the actors return- 
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with your lodging at my houſe, He moreover intreal 
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ſoever the ſchool-maſter was of ſending home the 
ſpectators ſatisfied, he could by no means effect nt} 
becauſe - having diſtributed almoſt all the prizes 
among his boarders, as the cultom is, the mothers of 
ſome of the reſt, being preſent, were offended; and 
openly accuſed the pedant of patiality, in ſuch 4 
manner, that this entertainment, which had hitherto 
been ſo glorious for him, was like to have ended iy 
miſchief, like the feaſt of the Lapithæ. ry 
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Tze arrival o Gil Blas at Madrid; with an account of the 
firſt maſter whom he ſerved in that city. 


AVING ftaid ſome time with the young bar. 
| ber, I afterwards joined a merchant of Segovia, 
in his way through Olmedo, with four mules, on 
which he had tranſported goods to Valladolid, and 
was returning with them unloaded. We became ac- 


\ 1g on the road, and he conceived ſuch a friend- 


ip for me, that he inſiſted upon my lodging at his 
huuſe-when we arrived at Segovia. There he detain- 
ed me two days; and when I was ready to ſet out for 
Madrid along with a carrier, he intruſted me with a 
letter, which he defired I would in perſon deliver, ac+ 
cording to the direction, without telling me that it 
was a recommendation. I did not fail to preſent it io 
Signior Mattheo- Melendez, a e who 
hved near the Sun- gate of the corner of the Trunkme 
ker's-ſtreet ; he no ſooner opened it and read the con- 
tents, than he ſaid, with a complaiſant air, 4 Sign ioc 
Gil Blas, Pedro Palacio, my correſpondent, writes 
fo preſſingly in your behalf, that 1 cannot diſpenk 


me 
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me to find a place for you; and I undertake the of« 
fice with pleaſure, being perſuaded that I ſhall find 
no difficulty in procuring for you a good ſettlement.” 

I accepted the offer of Melendez with ſo much the 
more joy, as my finances were ſenſibly diminiſhed : 
but I did not live long at his expence; for in eight 
days he gave me to know, that he had recommended 
me to a gentleman of his acquaintance, who wanted a 
valet de chambre; and that, in all probability, 1 
would be preferred to the poſt. The gentleman com- 
ing in at that moment, Signior, (ſaid Melendez, 
ſhewing me to him) this is the young man I mentioned 
to you. He is a. youth of honour and ſobriety, and 
I can anſwer for his good behaviour as much as for my 
own.” The cavalier having looked at me attentive» 
ly, ſaid he liked my countenance, and took me into- 
his ſervice, ©* He may follow me now, (added he 
and I will inſtru him in his duty.“ At theſe words 
he bid the merchant good-morrow, and conducting 
me into the great ſtreet juſt by St. Philip's church, we 
entered a pretty good houſe, one wing of which he 
poſſeſſed: and going up five or ſix ſteps of a ſtair, he - 
introduced me into a chamber, ſecured by two ſtron 
doors, which he opened, and in the firſt I — 
a ſmall window, grated with iron?” through this 
chamber we went into another, where there was a 
bed and other furniture, more calculated for convent- 
ence than ſhe w. | | 

If my new maſter conſidered me attentively at the 
houſe of Melendez, I examined him with great ear- 
neltneſs in mv turn, He was a man turned of fifty, 
lee med to be ſerious and reſerved, though good na- 
turcd withal; ſo that I conceived no bad opinion of 


him. He put ſeveral queſtions to me about my fa- 


mily, and being ſatisfied with my anſwers, Gil 
Blas (ſaid he) I believe thou art a ſenſible young ſel- 
low, and Jam very glad to have ſuch an one in my 
ſervice. As for thee, thou ſhalt have no cauſe to 
complain: I will give thee ſirials a-day for victuals, 
| 8 cloaths, 
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cloaths, wages and all, excluſive of ſome little pets 
Yom thou may'ſt enjoy; and I am caſily ſerved, 
or I keep no table, but always dine abroad. —Alt 
that thou haſt to do in a morning is to clean m 
eloaths, and thou ſhalt be at thy own diſpoſal during 
the reſt of the day: take care only to come back ear] 
in the evening, and wait for me at the door. This iy 
all I exact.“ After having thus preſcribed my duty, 
He took out his purſe and gave me fix rials, as a be- 
ginmng to fulfil articles; then going out, he locked 
the doors himſelf, and putting the keys in his pocket, 
% Friend (ſaid he) don't follow me: go where you 
; Pleaſe; but be ſure to be on the ſtair when I-return 
in the evening.“ So ſaying, he left me to diſpoſe of 
myſelf as I ſhould think proper. 22 
In good, faith, Gil Blas (ſaid I to myſelf) thou 
couldſt not have found a better maſter: what! to 
light on a man, who, for brv.hing,his cloaths, and 
helping him to dreſs of a mo. ning, gives me fix rials 
. per day, with liberty to walk and take my diverſion, 
Ike a ſcholar-during the vacance ! Egad, this is the 
happieſt of all ſituations! No wonder that I was fo 
deſirous of being at Madrid; I certainly had ſome 
ſupernatural intimation of the happineſs that awaited 
me.“ - I ſpent the day in ſtrolling about the ſtreets, 
diverting myſelf with looking at every thing that was 
new to me, and this gave me ſufficient employment. 
In the evening, after having ſupp'd at an eating-houſe 
not far from our lodgings, I betook myſelt to the 
place whither my maſter had ordered me to repair, 
and where he himſelf arrived three quarters of an 
hour after me, ſeemingiy well pleaſed with my punc- 
tuality, © Very well (faid he} this is right : I love 
to ſee fervants attentive to their duty.” So ſaying, 
he open'd the doors of his apartment, and ſhut them 
again as ſoon as we had got in: being in the dark, 
he took a tinder-box and ſtruck a light, by the help 
of which I aſſiſted to undreſs him. When he was & 
bed, I lighted by his order a lamp that ſtood in ie 
4 | hy chimneys 
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chimney, and carried the. candle into the anti-cham- 
ber, where I went to ſleep in a bed without curtains. 
Next morning he get up between nine and ten 
o'clock, and, when I had duſted his cloaths, counted 
me ſix more rials, and diſmiſs'd me till the evening 2 
after which he went out alſo, not without locking his 
doors with great care; ſo we patted again for the re- 
maining part of the day. | 0 

Such was our manner of living, which I found 
very agreeable ; and the beſt joke of all was, I did 
not know my maſter's name: Melendez himſelf was 
ignorant of it, being only acquainted with him as a 
gentleman who came ſometimes to his ſhop, and 
bought cloth of him as he had occaſion for it. Our 
neighbours could give me no better information; all 
of them aſſuring me that my malter was utterly un- 
known to them, although he had lived two years ig 
the ward. They told me that he viſited no body in 
the neighbourhood; and ſome of them, accuſtomed 
to make raſh inferentes, concluded from thence that 
he was no better than he ſhould be. They went ſtill 
farther, ſuſpected him to be a ſpy of the king of Por- 
tugal, and charitably advertiſed me of the ſuſpicion, 
that I might take my meaſures accordingly. I wag 
diſturbed at this advice; and reflected, that if the 
thing was ſo, I ſhould run the riſk of viliting the pri- 
ſon of Madrid. I could not confide in my inno- 
cence, my paſt misfortunes having taught me to dread 
Juſtice; for I had found by experience, that if ſhe 
does not put the innocent to death, ſhe at leaf treats 
them with ſo liule hoſpitality, that her lodgers are 
always in a very melancholy ſituation, 

In ſuch a delicate conjuncture I conſulted Melen- 
dez, who did not know how to adviſe me; for if he 
could not believe that my maſter was a ſpy, on the 
other hand, he had no certain reaſon to think other- 
wiſe ; ſo that I reſolved to obſerve my patron nar 
rowly, and to leave him, if I ſhould perccive that he 
as undoubtedly an enemy to the ſtate; but I thought 

| C'4 pPrudence, 
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prudence, and the eaſineſs of my place, required that 
1 ſhould be firſt perfectly ſure of his practices. With 
this view I began to keep a ſtrict eye over his actions; 
and in order to ſound him, “Sir (ſaid I one evenin 
while I undreſſed him) one does not know how to 
live, ſo as to avoid ſlander: the worid is very malt 
cious, and we, among others, are very little obliged 
to our netghbours, You cannot gueſs in what man- 
ner the malicious creatures tak of us.“ —* Right, 
Gil Blas (anſwered he): but what can they ſay of us, 
child?“ „ Ah! truly (I replied) ſcandal never wants 
matter. Virtue herſelf furniſhes food for it. Our 
neighbours ſay that we are dangerous people, and de- 
ferve to be taken notice of by the government. Ina 
word, you are thought to be a ſpy for the king of 
Portugal.“ While I pronounced theſe words, I 
Jooked hard at my mir, zs Alexander “ eyed his 
phyſician ; end employing all my penetration to dil. 
cover what effect iy report produced in him, thought 
1]. oþferved an emotion that 00 well agreed with the 
conjectures of the.neighbourhood, and he fell into a 
ht of muſing, upon which 1 did not put the moſt fa- 
vourable conſtruction: but he foon recovered him- 
Telf, and ſaid with an air of tranquillity, „il Blas, 
let our neighbours think as they pleaſe, without mak- 
ing our peace depend on their imaginations; and ſince 
we give them no cauſe to think amiſs of us, let their 
opinion give us no uneaſineſs.“ | 
Upon this he went to bed; and I followed his ex- 
ample, without knowing what to think of the matter, 
Next day, juſt as we were going out in the morning, 
| _ 


* Alexander the Great having received a letter, in- 
timating that his phyſician intended to poiſon him, 
took the cup of medicine which he preſcribed ; and 
ſwallowing it without heſitation, put the letter into 
the ſuſpected perſon's hand, fixing his eyes ſtedfaſt] 
upon him while he read it, in order to diſtingui 
{his countenance the ſigns of innocence or guilt, 
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we heard a loud rap at the outwatd door: my maſter 
opened the other, and looking through the ſmal 
grate, ſaw. a- decent ſort of a man at it, who aid, 
e Signior cavalier, I am an Alguazil, and come hi- 
ther to tell you that the cortegidor would ſpeak with 
you.” „ What does he want with me?” (replie 
my patron). “ That I am ignorant of, Signior, faid 
the Alguazil ; but if you will take the trouble to go 
to his houſe, you will ſoon know.“ am his molt 
humble ſeryant, reſumed my maſter ; hut have no 
manner of buſineſs with him.” So ſaying, be mut 
the ſecond door; and having walked up and down 
for ſome time, like one alarmed at the diſcourſe 9 
the Alguazil, put fix rials into my hand, ſaying 
% Gil Blas, thou may'ſt go out, my friend, I do nat 
intend to go abioad ſo early, and have no further ogs 
caſion for thee this moruing.”” Theſe words ma 
me believe, that the fear of being apprehended obs 
liged him to ſtay at home: ſo that When I left him, 
ia order to lee if my ſuſpicions were unjuſt, I id 
myſelf in a place from. whence I could ſee him, if 
he ſhould come out: and ſhould have had the pas. 
tience to ſtay there the whole morning, had he. not 
ſpared me that trouble. But an hour after, I ſaw 
him walking in the ſtreet with an air of aſſurance, 
that at firſt confounded. my penetration; but, fa 
from being duped by thoſe appearances, I Giftrſtſ 
them, having no favourable opinion of the man. 1 
looked upon his compoſure as a piece, of atfeQation, 
and even imagined that his remaining at home wa 
with a view of ſecuring his gold and jewels ; a 
that, in all probability, he would confult his ſafety by 
immediate flight, I did not expect to ſee him again, 
and heſusted about going in the evening to give m 
attendance at the door ; FA fure I was that he would 
quit the city inftantly, to eſcape from the danger that 
tnreatencd him. I did not fail, however, l 
there ; and, to my utter ſurprize, my maſter retyrn- 
ed at his uſyal time, went to bed wales Aru the 
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leaſt uneaſineſs, and got up next day with the fam 
tranquillity. | HE, ac 
When we had done dreſſing, ſomebody knocked at 
the door; upon which, my maſter looking through 
the grate, perceived the ſame Alguazil who had been 
there the preceediag day, and aſked what he wanted? 
« Open reel the Alguazil) here is monſieur the 
corregidor .” At this formidable name, my blood 
froze in my veins, for I was curſedly afraid of theſe 
_ gentlemen fince I had - paſſed through their hands; 
and wilhed that moment to be an hundred leagues 
from Madrid: but my patron, leſs afraid than I, 
opened the door, and received the judge with great 
reſpectt. You ſee, (ſaid the corregidor to him) I do 
not come to your lodgings with many attendants, be- 
ing deſirous of doing every thing with as little noife as 
poſſible ; and believe that you deſerve this reſpe&; 
natwithitanding the ugly reports that are ſpread of 
you. Tell me, therefore, your name and buſineſs at 
Madrid.” © Signior (replied my maſter) I was born 
in New Caſtile, and my name is Don Barnard de 
Caſtel Blazo: with regard to my buſineſs, I divert 
myſelf in walking, frequenting ſhews and enjoying 
the agreeable converſation of a few fele& friends.“ 
% Doubtleſs (ſaid the judge) you have a great income.” 
% No, Sir, (reſumed my patron, interrupting him) 
I have neither rents, lands, nor houfe.” © How do 
you live then? (replied the corregidor) © On that 
which you ſhall fee” (ſaid Don Barnard)—at the fame 
time he liftcd up a hanging, opened a door which I 
had not before obſerved, then anotber behind that, 
and carried the judge into a cloſet, where he ſhewed 
him a great trunk filled with pieces of gold. | 
Then he went on; © Signior, you know that the 
Spauiards are enemies to work: nevertheleſs, how 
averſe ſoever they may be to trouble, I may ſafely fa 
that I excel them all in that particular, having a fun 
of lazineſs that renders me 1ncapable of any manner 
of cmployment, If I had a mind to dignify my vices, 
| : | 1 would 


T 
th 
1 
0 
if 
h 
V 
I. 
N. 
ſe 
W 


2 RSG: 0Owwy „ne O07 WF. 


GIL 3L AS. 


1 would call this lazineſs a philoſophical indolencey 
the work of a mind weaned from every thing that is 


- moſt ardently purſued in life. But I will frankly 


own that I am conſtitutionally idle: and ſo idle; that 
if I was under a neceſſity of working for my liveli- 
hood, I believe I ſhould let myſelf die of hunger, 
With a view, therefore, to lead a life agreeable to 
my humour, to free myſelf from the trouble of ma- 
naging my eltate, and above all things to fave my- 
ſelf the plague of a ſfteward'; I have converted my 
whole patrimony, conſiſting of ſeveral valuable inhe- 
ritances, into ready money. In this trunk are fifty 
thouſand ducats; more than I ſhall ever have occa- 
ſiou for, was I to live another age; for I do'nt ſpend 
a thouſand a year, and am already turned of fifty. L 
am not at all afraid of what is to happen; for, thank 
heaven, I am not addicted to any one of the three 
things which commonly bring men to ruin; I am nog 
a ſlave to my ſtomach, I play only for amuſement, *' 
and am quite cured of women. So that I am under 
no apprehenſion of being ranked in my old age among 
thoſe voluptuous dotards who purchaſe the favours 
of courtezans at an extravagant price.“ 

© What a happy man you ate! (ſaid the corregi- 
dor) you are very unjuſtly ſuſpected of being a ſpy; 
that office being very unfit for a perſon of your cha- 
racter. Proceed, Don Barnard 8 he); continue 
the life you now lead, and, far from diſturbing your 
happineſs, I declare myſelf the guardian of it; I beg 
the favour of your friendſhip, and offer you mine 
in return,” Ah, Signior (cried my maſter, per e- 
trated with theſe obliging expreſſions) I accept the 
precious offer you make with cqual joy and refpet!; 
for in roche me your friendſhip, you increa'e 
my wealth and crown my felicity.” After this cor. 
verſation, which the Alguazil and I overheard at gf e 
cloſet-door, the corregidor took his leave of Den 
Barnard, who could not enough exprefs his gratitude z 
while I, to ſecoud wy and aſſiſt him in 47 


ing 


% The ADVENTURES of . 
ing the honours of the houſe, overwhelmed the Al. 
- $yazil with civilities, making a thoufand profound 
bows, though in the bottom of my ſoul I harboured 
that diſdain and averſion which every man of honour 
has for one of his occupation. 4 þ 
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| - The aſtoniſhment of Gil Blas, when he met Captain Ro- 
.. dando at Madrid, and the curious things which that 
robber recounted to kim. a 


a ON Barnard de Caſtel Blazo, after having wait- 

ed upon the corregidor to the ſtreet, returned, 
with all expedition,- to-lock his ftrong box, and all 
the doors that ſecured it. Then we went out, both 
very well fatisfied ; he for having acquired a power- 


ſul friend, and I for being now inſured of my fix 
| . Tials a day. The defire I had to recount this adven- 


ture to Melendez, made me take the road to his houſe, 
which when I had almoſt reached, I perceived cap- 
tain Ronaldo'! I was confounded at finding him in 
this place, and could not help ſhivering at ſight of 
him. He knew me at once, accoſted me very grave» 
ly, and preſerving ſtill his air of ſuperiority, ordered 


| me to follow him. 1 obeyed with fear and trem- 


: 
= 
* 


bling, faying to myſelf, „Alas! he will doubtleſs 
make me pay what I owe him. Whither will he 
lead me ? perhaps to ſome ſubterranean abode in this 
ety. A plague upon it! If I thought fo, I would 
let him fee in a hurry that I have not got the gout in 
my toes.” As I walked behind him I reſolved to 
take particular notice of the place where he ſhould 
ſtop, from which I propoſed to ſcamper off as faſſ as 
my legs could carry me, ſhould it ſeem in the leaſt 
ſulpicious. 1 

? But Rolando ſoon baniſhed my fear, by going into 
4 noted tavern, whither I followed him, and where 
he called for the beſt wine, and beſpoke dinner; — 


the mean time we went into à room by ourſelves, 
where the czptain ſpoke in this manner. Thou 
mult be furprized, Gil Blas, to meet thy old com- 
mander in this place; and wilt be more fo til} when 
thou ſhalt hear what I am going to relate. That day 
on which I left thee in our ſubterranean retreat, and 
ſet out for Manſilla with my whole company, in or- 


der to diſpoſe of the mules and horſes which we had 


taken the preceding day, it was our misfortune to 
meet the ſon of the corregidor of Leon in his coach, 


accompanied by four men on horeſeback, well 
armed, We made two of them bite theduſt, and the 


others betake themſelves to flight; While the coach 
man, afraid of his maſter's life, cried, in a ſuppliant 
voice, O dear gentlemen! in the name of God, do 
not kill the only fon of the corregidor of Leon.“ 


My people did not at all relent at theſe words, 


which, on the contrary, inſpired them with fury : 
Gentlemen, (ſaid one among us) let not the fon of 
our mortal enemy eſcape : how many people of our 


profeſſion hath his father put to death ? let us avenge 


them now, and facrifice this victim to their manes; 
The reſt of my men approved of this propoſal ; and 
even my lieutenant prepared to act the high prieſt in 
this ceremony, when I held his hands; ſaying, ſtop, 
at your peril; why ſhould we ſhed blood unneceſla» 
rily? Let us be ſatisfied with the purſe of this youn 
man, whom (ſince he makes no reſiſtance) it woul 
be the utmoſt barbarity to kill: beſides, he is not 
accountable for the actions of his father, who does 
no more than his duty in condemning us to death 
juſt as we do ours, in rifting travellers on the highs 
way. 

c My interceſſion was far from being unſerviceable 
to the corregidor's ſon, from whom wetook nothm 
but his money; and having carried off the horfes © 
the two men we had lain, we fold them together 
with our own, at Manſilla; then returning to our ca- 
ven, which we reached next day before it was light, 

| | W 
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we were not a little aſtoniſhed to find the trap door 
lifted up: and our ſurprize redoubled when we ſaw 
Ledharda fettered in the kitchen. Being briefly in- 
formed by her of what had happened, we wondered 
how thou could'ſt outwit us, never having thought 
thee capable of playing ſuch a clever trick, and we 
e thee on account of the invention. Having 
untied our cook-maid, and given orders to dreſs vic- 
8 . tuals for us, we went to look after our horſes in the 
ſtable, where the old negro, who had received no 
ſuſtenance for four and twenty hours, was at the laſt 
gaſp. We would have given him all the aſſiſtance in 
our power; but he had loſt his ſenſes, and was other. 
| wiſe ſo low, that, notwithſtanding our good-will, 
wee left the poor devil in the clutches of death. This 
did not deprive us of our appetite, which having ſa- 
W tified, with a ſumptuous meal, we retired to our ſe- 
veral chambers, and ſlept the reſt of the day: when 
we gor up, Leonarda let us know that Domingo was 
no more, upon which we carried him to the cellar, 
= where thou mayeſt remember thy bed was, and 
chere nc his funeral obſequies, as if he had 
enjoyed the honour of being our companion. 

% Five or fix days after, it happened, that, intend- 
ing to make an excurſion, we one morning on the 
{ſkirts of the wood fell in with three troops belonging 
to the holy brotherhood, who ſcemed waiting in or- 
der to attack us. As we perceived only one of the 
three at firſt, we deſpiſed it, though more numerous 
than our company, and attacked it accordingly ; but 
{ while we were engaged with this, the other two, which 
bad found means to keep themſelves hitherto con- 
= ccalcd, ruſhed upon us ſo ſuddenly, that our valour 
Vas of little or no ſervice, and we were under a ne- 
W ccllity of yielding to the numbers of the foe, Our 
WW licutenant and two of our,men fell on the field, while 
= the two that remaincd, and I, were fo hemmed in, 

and overpowered, that We were taken priſoners; and 
| while two of their troops conducted us to Leon, 5 
FA | thi 
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| GIL BLAS. 63 
third went and deſtroyed our retreat, which had been 
diſcovered as follows; a peaſant of Lucena, croflin 
the foreſt in his return home, ry wv by accident, 
the trap-door of our cavern liſted uns that very d 
on which thou madeſt thy eſcape with the lady; an 
ſuſpecting that it was the place of our abode, had not 
courage to go in, but contented himſelf with taking a 
good obſervation of the place; which, the better to 
mark, he cut off with his knife thin flices of bark 
from the trees, at ſmall diſtances as he went along, 
until he had got quite out of the wood ; then repair- 
ing to Leon, imparted his diſcovery to the corregidor, 
who received it with ſo much the more joy, as his fon 
had been robbed by our company, aſſembled three 
troops in order to apprehend us, and the peaſant was 
their guide. | 4 
« My arrival furniſhed a ſhew for all the inhabi- 
tants of Leon: had I been a Portugueſe general made 
priſoner of war, the people could not have been more 
eager to ſee me.” © Behold (ſaid they) behold the 
ſamous captain who was the terror of this country, 
and who, with his two comrades, deſerves to havet 
fleſh torn from his bones with red-hot pincers.” 
« Being carried before the corregidor, he began to 
inſult me, ſaying, © Well, miſerable wretch! heaven, 
wearied with the diſorders of thy life, at laſt reigns 
thee to my juſtice.” „Sir (replied I) if _ crimes 
are 3 at leaſt I cannot reproach myſelf with 
the death of your only ſon, whoſe life I preſerved, for 
which you owe me ſome acknowledgment.” Ah, 
miſcreant! (cried he) people of thy character are not 
intitled to the privileges of honour: and even if I had 
a mind to ſave thy life, the _ of my office would 
not allow me.” *© Having ſpoke to me in this man- 
ner, he ordered us to be impriſoned in a dungeon, 
where he did not let my companions linger long; for 
they went out in three days, to act their laſt tragical 
ſcene in the market- place. As for me, I remained 
three whole weeks in jail, imagining that my purylh- 
ment 
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64 The ADVENTURES of 
ment was deferred in order to make it more ternibley 


and was in expedtation of a death altogether new 


when the corregidor ordering me to be brought into 
his preſence, ſaid, Liſten to thy ſentence—Thoy 
art free, Had it not been for thee, my only fon would 
have been murdercd on the highway. As a father, I 
waz willing to acknowledge this piece of ſervice, but 
not having it in my power to acquit thee as a judge, I 
have wrote to court in thy behalf, ſolicited thy par- 
don, and obtained it, Thou may*'l go then whither 
thou ſhalt pleaſe : but (added he) take my advice, re- 


flect ſeriouſly ou thy Ju life, and from henceforth 
be | 


quit the profeſſion of r rye" 

„I. was deeply affected with theſe words, and took 
the road of Madrid, reſolved to turn over a new leaf, 
and live honeſtly in that city, I found my parents 
were dead, and their effects in the hands of an old re- 
lation, who gave me ſuch a faithful account of them 
AS guardians commonly do; all that I have been able 
to touch being no more than three thouſand ducats, 
which in all probability, is not above one fourth of 
what is my due. But what courſe could I take? I 
ſhould gain nothing by going to law; therefore, to 
avoid idleneſs, I have purchaſed the place of an Al- 
guazil, My brethren, out of decency, would have 
oppoſed my admiſſion, bad they been acquainted with 
my Kory, -which luckily they were ignorant of, or 
pretended to be ſo, which is the ſame thing; for in 
that honourable corps it is the buſineſs of every indi- 
vidual to conceal his own exploits; thank heaven 
not one of us cau juſtly reproach his fellow: fo that it 
may be ſaid of the fraternity, The devil my take the 


ſt beſt. Nevertheleſs, my friend (added Rolando) I will 
do diſcloſe the bottom of my ſoul; the proſeſſion 


which 1 have embraced is not at all io my liking; it 


requires a behaviour too delicate and myſterious ſor 


me; and whatever tricks we practiſe muſt be very 
craity and ſecret ; O how I regret my old profeſſion! 
4 grant there is more ſafety in this new a + 
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but there was more pleaſure in the other, and liberty 
is my delight. In all Hkelihood 1 ſhall get rid of my 
office, and ſet out one morning for the mountains at 
the ſource of the river Tagus, where I know there is 4 
retreat inhabited by-a numerous company, chiefly of 
Catalonians ; that is making their eulogium in one 
word. If thou wilt accompany me, we will go and 
increaſe the number of thoſe great men: 1 ſhall be 
ſecond captain in their company; and will for thy 
better reception aſſure them, that I have ſeen thee ten 
times engaged by my fide; I will extol thy valour to 
the Kies, and ſay more in thy praiſe' than a general 
ſays of an officer whom he wants to promote. I will 
take care not to mention a word of the trick thatthou 
haſt played, becauſe it would make them ſuſpicious of 
thee: the adventure ſhall therefore be concealed. 
Well (added he) art thou ready to follow my fortune? 
I wait for thy reply.“ | | 
« So many men, ſo many minds (faid I to * 
you are born for hardy deeds, and I for a quiet an 
eaſy life,” „ Oh! I underſtand you (cried he, inter- 
rupting me) the lady whom love perſuaded you to 
reſcue ſtill keeps poſſeſſion of your heart, and doubt» 
leſs you lead a happy life with her in Madrid: confeſs 
Mr. Gil Blas, that you have taken lodgings for her, 
and ſpend together the piſtoles which you carried off 
from the ſubterranean retreat.” I told him that he 
was miſtaken, and that in order to undeceive him, I 
would, while we ſhould be at dinner, relate the ſtory 
of the lady: this I did accordingly, and informed 
him of all that had happened to me, ſince I quitted 
the contpany, Towards the end of our repaſt, he 
reſumed the ſubjett of the Catalonians, owned that he 
was determined to join them, and made a new attempt 
to engage me in the ſame reſolution. But finding that 
I was not to be perſuaded, he darted a fierce look at 
me, ſaying in à very ſerious lone, „Since thou haſt 
ſuch a grovelling foul 25 to prefer thy ſervile condition 
to the honour of aſſociating with men of courage; 1 
| abandon 
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abandon thee to the baſenefs of thy incliuations: but 
liſten to the words I am about to pronounce, and let 
them remain engraven on thy memory: Forget that 
thou haſt met me to- day, and never talk of me from 
henceforth: for if ever I ſhall hear that thou ſo much 
as nameſt me in converſation—thou knoweſt me—L 
will {ay no more.“ Having thus expreſſed himſelf, 
he called to pay, diſcharged the bill, and we got up 
in order to part. Th | 
FTE oP W exit © © OM | 
Hie is difmifſed by Don Barnard de Caftel Blazo, and en- 
5 ters into the ſervice a beau. 


As we went out of the tavern, and were taking 
leave of one another, my maſter happening to 
Paſs, ſaw me, and I perceived looked hard at the cap» 
tain, which made me believe that he was ſurprized to 
find me acquainted with ſuch a figure. Certain it is, 
that the appearance of Rolando could not prepoſſeſs 
people in his favour; for he was a very tall fellow 
with a long viſage and hook-noſe; and though not 
ugly, had very much the air of a rank ſharper. 
I was not deceived in my conjectures; for in the 
evening I found Don Barnard ſtill: harping on the 
captain's figure, and extremely well diſpoſed to be- 
lieve all the fine things I could have ſaid of him, had 
not my mouth been mut. Gil Blas (ſaid he) who 
is that tall” ſpunger in whoſe company I ſaw thee to- 


day?“ I replied, © He is an Alguazil;“ and thought 


he would reſt ſatisfied with that anſwer; but he aſked 
@ great many other queſtions; and as I appeared em- 
barraſſed, becauſe I remembered the threat of Rolan- 
do, he broke the converſation abruptly, and went to 
bed. Next morning, when I had done my duty as 
uſual, inſtead of ſix rials, he gave me as many ducats; 
ſaying, “ Hold, my friend, here is what 1 give thee 
for having ſerved me. hitherto; go, and ſeck for ar- 
other place, for I caugot put up with a ſervant * 
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has ſuch honourable acquaintances.” I took it in my 
head to pretend in my own juſtification, that my ac: 
quaintance with the Alguazil was occaſioned by my 
having preſcribed for him, while I practiſed pbyſic at 
Valladolid. Very well (replied my maſter) that's 
an ingenious evaſton: but thou ſhould'ſt have thonght 
of it laſt night, and not have been. ſo much diſcons 
certed,” © Sir (added I) I thought it would be im- 
prudent in me to tell it: and that was the cauſe af my 
confuſion.” „ Oh ſurely. (replied be, clapping my 
ſhoulders gently) you have been very prudent ;: L did 
not think thou had been ſo cunning. | Go child, 4 
have no farther occaſion for thee.” | | 

I went inſtantly. to inform Melendez of this piece 
of bad news, who-told me for my conſolation, that 
he intended to introduce me into ai better family; and 
accordingly, a few days after, © Gil-Blas, my friend, 
(aid he) you don't know what good news 1 have to 
tell you; you are going to enjoy the moſt agreeable 
poſt you could defirez for I Wil ſettle you with Don 
Matthias de Silva, a man of the firſt quality, and one 
of thoſe young lords who go under the denomination 
of beaus : he does me the honour to buy cloth of me; 
on truſt, indeed: but there is nothing to be loſt by 
people of his rank : for they commonly marry rich 
heireſſes who pay their debts: and even if that Haul 
not happen, a trade{man who underſtands his buſineſa, 
ſells always ſo dear that he can afford to loſe three 
fourths of his bargain. The ſteward-of Don Matthias 
is my particular friend, Let us goto him now; he 
will himſelt preſent you to his maſter; and you may 
depend upon it he will, for my ſake, treat you with 
uncommon regard.“ WAS. | 

In our way to the houſe of Don Matthias, -the 
merchant faid, 4+ It will not be amiſs, I believe, 46 
give you ſome information of the character of this 
Reward, whoſe name is Gregotio Rodriguez, Be- 
tween you and me, he is a man of no family, who 
finding himſelf born for bulinels, followed the _ 
yi 0 
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of his genius, and enriched himſelf with the pillageof 
two farmlies which he ſerved in quality of fteward; 
I aſſure you he has a great deal of vanity, and loves 
to ſee the reſt of the ſervants cringe to him. Th 
muſt addreſs themſelves to him firſt, when they have 
the leaſt favour to aſk of their maſter; for ſhould it 
happen that they obtain it without his intereſt, he has 
always expedients in readineſs, by which it will either 
be revoked or rendered ineffectual. Remember this, 
Gil Blas, in the regulation of your conduct: pay 
your court to Signior Rodriguez, preferably to your 
maſter himſelf, and do alt that lies in your power to 
33 him: his friendſhip. will beſtead you much; 
e will pay your wages punctually: and if you are 


dextrous enough to acquire his confidence, he may 


pive you ſome pretty bones to pick, out of the num» 
r he has in his poſſeſſion. Don Matthias 1s a youn 

lord who minds nothing but his pleaſure, and woul 
not for the world inform himſelf of the ſtate of his 
own affairs. What a glorious family is that for 8 
ſteward !*? | | N 
Arxtiving at the houſe, we deſired to ſpeak with 
Signior Rodriguez, who, we are told, was in bis 


own apartment: there we found with him a kind of 


farmer, who had a blue canvas bag full of money 
in his hand. The ſteward, who looked more pale 
and yellow than a girl oppreſſed. with her maiden- 
head, came towards Melendez with open arms; he, 
on the other hand, met him in the ſame manner, 
and they embraced one another with — 
of friendſhip, in which there was, at leaſt, as muc 
art as nature. Then my affair coming on the carpet; 
Rodriguez examined me from head to foot, and told 
me in a very polite manner, that I was juſt ſuch an 
one as Don Matthias wanted, and that he woulPtwuh 
3 preſent me to that lord. Upon'which, Mer 
endez letting him know how much he was intereſted 
in my behalf, and begging that he would favour me 
With his protection, committed me to his gare, anth 


after 
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ꝛſter abundance of compliments, withdrew. He was 
no ſooner gone than Rodriguez ſaid to me, © Þ will 
conduct you to my maſter as ſoon as 1 carf diſpatch 
this honeſt countryman,” Then going to the pea» 
ſant, and taking hold of the bag, Talcgo, (ſaid he) 
let us ſee if there be juſt goo piſtoles here.” Having 
counted the money and found it right, he gave the 
farmer a diſcharge for the ſum, and ſent him about 
his buſineſs; and putting the piſtoles in the bag 
again, addreſſed himſelf to me, ſaying, “ This is the 
right time for us to go to the levee of my maſter, who 
commonly riſes about noon. It is near the hour, and 
1 ſuppoſe he is up.” | | 

This was the caſe; we found Don Matthias in his 
morning-gown, lolling in an eaſy chair, over an arm 
of which he had tilted one of his legs, and poiſed 
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ing tobacco, while he talked to a footman, who 

the preſent did the duty of his valet de chambre. 
My lord, (ſaid the ſteward to him) here is a young 
man whom I take the 8 to preſent as one fit to 
fill the place of the valet whom you diſmiſſed two 
days ago: Melendez your draper recommends him, 


lordſhip will be very well ſatisfied with his behavi- 
our.“ * Enough, (anſwered the young lord) ſince 
you introduce him to me, I receive him into my ſer» 
vice with implicit faith, and make him my — 4 de 
chambre. So that affair 1s ſettled; but, Rodriguez, 
(added he) let us talk of ſomething elſe ;- you. are 
come very n for I was juſt going to ſend 
for you. I have bad news to tell you, my dear Rod- 
riguez. You muſt know, I had ill luck at play laſt 
night. Together with an hundred piſtoles which I bad 
about me, I have loſt two hundred more on my pa- 
role; and you know of What importance it is for. 
people of quality to diſcharge that ſort of debts z, it is 
indeed the only kind which, we are obliged in point 
of honout to pay ; and we do not give ourſelves much 
* concern 
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himſelf by leaning his body the other way, an 2 | 
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aſſuring me that he is a lad of merit, and I hope your * 
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concern about the reſt: you muſt thereſore ſind two 
hundred piſtoles immediately, and ſend them to the 
counteſs of Pedroſa.“ Sir, (faid the Reward) it is 
ſooner ſaid than done. Where ſhall I get that ſum; 
to pleaſe you ? I have not been able to finger one far. 
thing of your tenants, let me threaten 'as hard as 1 
can; and yet I am obliged to maintain your family 


in an honourable way, though 1 ſweat blood and was 


ter in procuring wherewithal to defray the-:expence; 


True, indeed, I have hitherto, thank heaven, made 


mit: but 1 am now reduced to ſuch extremity, that 
I know not what ſaint in heaven to imvoke.” 4 All 
theſe harangues are uſeleſs, (cried Don Matthias, inter. 
rupting him) and you worry me with your refleftions, 
Don't yon imagine, Rodriguez, that 1 will change 
my difooſion, and divert myſelf with looking into 
my own affairs An agreeable amuſement; truly, for 
a men of pleaſure hke me!“ “Have a little patience, 
{replied the ſteward) at the rate you go on, I foreſee 


= that you will be rid of that care in a very ſhort time.“ 


% Mou fatigue me, {ſaid the young lord, in a paſſion) 
you murder me.— Give me leave te ruin mylelf im- 
perceptibly; I tell you, I want two hundred piſtoles, 
and I maſt have them.“ I'll go then, (ſaid Rodri- 
guez) and have recourſe to the liule old man Who has 


may if you pleaſe have recourſe to the devil, (anſwer- 
ed Don Matthias) provided I have the twWo hundred 
piſtoles, I ſhall give myſelf no farther trouble about 
the matter,” ' + - == 4 f ; 
Juſt as he had pronounced theſe words in a haſty 
and :diſcontented manner, the Reward went away; 
and a young man of quality, called Don Antonin 
Centelles, came in. What is the matter ? (ſaid this 
laſt to my maſter) thou art cloudy, my friend; I per- 


carve indignation in thy countenance, What can have 


put you into this bad humour 7 III lay s wagery it 
was ihe man whom 1 met going out. «Yes; ro- 
phed' Don Matthias) dt was my tie 
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already lent you money at high intereſt.“ Yon 
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he comes to ſpeak with me, I ſuffer for one quarter 
of an hour, by his talking about my affairs, and ſay- 
ing that I have quite exhauſted my finances, Imper- 
tinent beatt ! he cannot ſay that he loſes by me, I'm 
ſure.“ „ Why, child, (ſaid Don Antonio) I am in 
the fame condition; having a factor no a whit more 
reaſonable than thy ſteward : When the rogue, in 
obedience to my repeated orders, brings monty for 
me, one would think he gave it out of his on poc- 
ket. He overwhelms me with reflection. Sir; 
(ſays he) you, are undone, your rents are ſeiged“ 
Upon which I am obliged to cut him ſhort, in order 
to put an end to his nidiculous diſcourfe,” „ The 
misfortune 1s, (faid Don Matthias) we carmot hve 
without theſe w_ who are neceffary- evits.” 
& They are fo, 2 ied Centelles) but harket (added 
he, laughing with all his might) there's a comicaf 
thought come into my head: a 'moft mcomparable 
conception ! by which we may convert thoſe ſcenes 
which we have with them into mirth; and divert 
ourſelves with that which now gives us ſo much un- 
eaſineſs. Let me demand of thy ſteward all the mo- 
ney thou ſhalt have occaſion for; while thou doſt the 
ſame by my manager; then they may moralize 'as 
they pleaſe, we can hear them with great compoſute: 
becauſe thy ſteward will ſhew me thy accounts, 'md 
my factor will entertain thee with mine. I ſhalt 
hear of nothing but thy profuſion, and thon wilt fee 
nothing but mine. This will be admirable ſport.“ “ 
A thouſand bright ſtrokes ſucceeded this fally, 
and mightily diverted the young lords, Who con- 
verſed together with a great deal of vivacity; untit 
their diſcourſe was 'interfupted by Gregorio Rodn- 
guez, Who returned 'with @ little old man, almoſt 
quite bald. Don Antonio would have gone away, 
laying, „Adieu, Don Matthias, 1 fhall fee you by 
and by: at preſent you haye, 'doubtleſs, ſome Tetis 
ons affgir to diſcuſs with theſe geutlemen.“ „0 
not at all, HrepHed my muſtor) ſtay, it is no * 
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That diſcreet old perſon whom you ſee is an honeſt 
man, who lends me money at the rate of twenty 
per cent.“ How !. twenty per cent, (cried Cen- 
telles, with an air of aſtoniſhment) Egad, I con- 
gratulate thee upon being in ſuch good hands! I 
am not fo kindly dealt with, and may ſay that TL 
| purchaſe ſilver at the price of gold; 1 commonly 
| . at the rate of forty in the hundred.“ 
„% Heavens] what extortion! (exclaimed the old 
uſurer) do theſe knaves ever think of another world Z 
1am not at all ſurprized at the hue and cry raiſed 
againſt, people who lend upon intereſt. It is the 
exorbitant profit which ſome exact that ruins our 
honour and reputation. -If all my brethren were 
like me, we ſhould not be ſo much. reviled : for 
my ſole view in lending is to befriend my fellow. 
creatures. Ah! if times were as they have been, 
J would offer you. my purſe- without intereſt ; and 
truly, in ſpite of the prefent ſcarcity, I can hardly 
revail upon. myſelf to take twenty per cent. But 
1 my part, I believe money has retired again 
within the bowels of the earth : there is no ſuch 
thing. to be had; for which reaſon I am obliged to. 
xetrench my benevolence. 

How much do you want?“ added he, addreſſing 
himſelf to my maſter. I muſt have two bends 
iſtoles,”” replied Don Matthias. Here are four 
| 4647p} in a bag, (ſaid the uſurer) you ſhall have 
one half.“ So faying, he pulled from under his 
cloak a blue bag, which ſeemed to be the very ſame 
which the peaſant Talego had leſt with the five 
- bundred ff avg in the hands of Rodrigues. I. 
ſoon knew what to think of the matter, and found. 
that Melendez had not praiſed the ſteward's under» 
ſtanding without cauſe, The old man having emptied 
the bag on the table, began to count the money.:. 
my maſter was inflamed wuh deſire. of poſſeſſion at 
the ſight; and ſtruck with the totality of the lum, 
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made a very wiſe reflection, truly. What à fool I 
am! to borrow no more than what is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to diſengage my parole, without conſidering 
that I have not à penny in my purſe, I ſhall be ob- 
liged to have recourſe to you to-morrow ; therefore, 
to ſpare you the trouble of coming back, I think it 
will not be amiſs to pocket the-whole four hundied.“ 
„% My lord, (ſaid the uſurer) @ part of this money 
was deſigned for a good licentiate, who has ſome fat 
benelices, Which he charitably employs in perſuading 
-oung girls to retire from the world, and in furniſhs 
ing their retreats, But ſince you have occaſion for 
the whole ſam, it is at your ſervice: all that I de- 
fire is ſufficient ſecurity.“ 4 Oh! as for ſecurity, 
{ſaid Rodriguez, interrupting him, and taking a 
aper out of his pocket) you ſhall be ſatisfied ; 
. is an order to be ſigned by Don Matthias, for 
five hundred piſtoles, upon one of his tenants, call - 
ed Talego, a rich farmer of Mondejan.““ „Very 
well, (replied the uſurer) I never make many 
words.” Upon which, the ſteward 2 4 
pen to his maſter, who, without reading the or- 
der, ict his name to the bottom, Whiſtling all the 
While. | * 
This affair being ended, the old man took his 
leave of my patron, who ran and embraced him, 
laying, * Till our next meeting, Signior uſurer. 
Iam wholly yours: I don't know why. people of 
your profeſſion are branded with the name of rogues! - 
for my own part, I think you are very neceſſary and 
ſerviceable to ſociety : you are the conſolation of a 
thouſand heirs, and the reſource: of all thoſe lords 
whole expence exceeds their income.” Thou at 
in the right (cried ,Centelles) uſurers are very honeſt 
people, whom we never can honour enough: I witl, 
in my turn, embrace this | gentleman, on. account of 
his twenty per cent,” With theſe words, he ap- 
Pong and hugged the old man; and theſe two 
us, for their diverſion, began to puſh him backs . 
8 D ward 
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ward and forward to one another, like a ball between 
vo tennis players. After he had been toſſed to and 
fro a good while, they let him go with the ſteward, 
who was more deſerving than he of their embraces, 
and of ſomething elſe allo, | 
Rodriguez and his under-ſtrapper being gone, Don 
Matthias ſent the half of his piſtoles to the countels 
of Pedroſa, by the footman who was preſent, and ſe. 
cured the reſt in a long embroidered filk © purſe, 
which he commonly wore in his pocket. Very well 
Tatisfied with feeing himſelf in caſh, he ſaid to Dan 
Antonio, with a gay air,” © What ſhall we do to-day? 
Let us conſult about it.” „ You ſpeak like a ſenſible 
man, (replied Centelles) with all my heart: let us 
deliberate.” While they were conlidering how to 
ſpend the day, two other lords arrived: theſe were 
Don Alexo Segiar, and Don Fernand de Gamboa, 
both of them about the age of my maſter, that is, 
det ween eight and twenty and thirty. Theſe four ca- 
valiers, at meeting, hugged one another ſo heartily, 
that one would have thought they had not met for ten 
years before; then Don Fernand, who was a jovial 
companion, addrefling himſelf to Don Matthias and 
Don Antonio, ſaid, Gentlemen, where do you i- 
tend to dine to-day? If you are not engaged, I'll 
condutt you to a tavern, where you ſhall drink nec- 
tar; I ſupped there laſt night, and left it only this 
morning between five and fix o'clock.” © Would 
to heaven, (cried my maſter) that I had. done the 
fame: in which cafe, I ſhould not have loſt my 
money.“ 
As for me (ſaid Centelles) I treated myſelf laſt 
Night with a new diverſion : for I love variety in my 
Picaſures, which alone makes life agreeable; A friend 
of mine carried me to the houſe of a farmer of rhe 
revenue, a gentleman who does his own buſineſs to- 
gcther with that of the ſtate. There I ſaw magnih- 
.ccnce and taſte, the entertainment being elegant 
<nough. But I was mighuly diverted with the _ 
pt ® 7 * C ; 
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culous behaviour of the tax-gatherer himſelf, who, 
though the molt plebeian of his claſs, aſſumed the 
man of quality; and his wife, though hornbly ugly, 
allected the aws of a beauty, and ſaid a thouſand hilly 
things-ſeaſoned with the Biſcayan accent, which ren- 
dered them [till more remarkably fooliſh, Beſides, 
there were at table four or kve children, with their 
tutor; ſo that you may eaſily conceive how Iwas di- 
verted with this family ſupper.” 

&: And I, gentlemen {ſaid Don Alexo Segiar) ſup- 

ed at the houſe of Arſenia the actreſs. We were hx 
in all; Arſenia, Florimonda, with a coquette of her 
acquaintance, the marquis of Zeneta, Don Juan of 
Moncada, and your humble ſervant. We ſpent the 
night in drinking and fpeaking bawdy. Heavens} 
what pleaſure ! 'tis true, indeed, Arſenia and Flor 
monda have not much genius, but their wantonneſs 
ſupplies the place of wit, They are merry, briſk, 
romping creatures, and I love them a thouſand times 
better than your preciſe women of ſenſe.” 


CHAP. TY 


Hew Gil Blas became acquainted with the valets of the 
beaus.—The admirable ſecret they imparted to him, of 
acquiring the reputation of a man of wit, at a ſmall 
2 and the fingular oath which they obliged kim 
to tale. 


N this manner did theſe lords continue the conver- 
ſation, until Don Matthias, whom, in the mean 


.time, 1 helped to dreſs, was ready to go abroad. 


Then he bade me follow him, and all the beaus toge- 
ther ſet out for the tavern, to Which. Don Fernand de 
Gamboa had propoſed to conduct them. As I walk- 
ed in the rear, in company with three other valets, 
fer cach of the cavaliers had one, I obſerved,” not 

without wonder, that theie three domeſtics copied the 
air and manner of their reſpective maſters. Having 


ſaluted them as their new comrade, they returned the 


2 cu ility, 


matter, we will ſoon poklh you, take my word 
J am afraid you flaiter me,“ ſaid I to him. © Not 
.at all (he replied) if you was the greateſt blockhead 
in the univerſe, we ſhall be able to make you pals x 
you may depend upon it.“ ; 

This -was enough to make me underſtand that my 
«confederates were brave lads, and that I could not be 
in better hands, in order to become a pretty fellow, 

When we arrived at the tavern, we found an enter. 
tainment ready, which Signior Don Fernand had the 
-Precaution to beſpeak in the morning; our maſters 
fat down. to table, and we ſtood ready to ſerve them: 
then they began to talk with ſuch gaiety, that I was 
delighted to hear them. I was very much diverted 
with their different characters, thoughts and expreſſi» 
ons; their fire, their ſallies of imagination, made 
me believe them a new ſpecies of men! When the 
- deſſert was upon the table, we brought in a great 
number of bottles of the beſt Spaniſh wine: and left 
them, tg go and dine by ourſelves, in a little ball 
-where the cloth was laid on purpoſe. 4 . 

I ſoon perceived that the knights my companions 
ad more merit than I at firſt imagined : they not 
-only affumed the manners of their maſters, but even 
affected their very language, and theſe raſcals ſucceed» 
ed ſo well, that, the quality air excepted, there was 
no difference: I admired their free and eaſy deport- 
ment; was charmed with their wit, and def of 
xver being ſo agreeable. The'yalet of Don Fernand, 
becauſe his maſter treated ours, performed the ho- 
nours of the banquet, and that nothing might he 


wanting, called the-landlord, ſaying, + Maſter 7 — 
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drew Mantuano, give us ten bottles of your very beſt 
wine, and according to cuſtom, add them to my maſ-- 
ter's bill,” “ With all my heart (replied the land- 
lord) but, Mr. Gaſpard, you know: that Signior Don- 
Fernand owes rae a good many_entertainments alreas- 
dy; and if by your means I could touch a little mo- 
ney''—— “ Oh! (ſaid the valet, interrupting him}; 
give yourſelf no trouble about what he owes you 3: 
I'll anſwer for it; my maſter's debts are as good as 
gold: 'tis true, indeed, ſome unmannerly creditors.. 
haveſ-tzcd our rents, but we {hall obtain a replevy.. 
very ſoon, and then we will diſcharge your bill, 
without ſo much as-examining the articles.” Mah- 
tuano brought the wine, notwithſtanding the rents 
being ſetzedz and we drank it in expectation of the 
repll vy. It was a good jeſt to ſee us, every moment, 
toalting one another, under the ſurnames of our: 
malters : Don Antonio's valet giving the name of. 
Gamboa to Dan Fernando's ſervant, and Don Fer- 
nando's footman honouring Don Antonio's valet: 
with that of Centelles ; they called me Silva, and, 
by degrees, we got as drunk, under theſe borrows- 
ed names, as our maſters to whom they properly be- 
longed. 

Though I did not ſhine ſo muchas my compa 
nions, they did not fail to expreſs their approbation 
of me, Silva (faid one of the archeſt among them) 
we ſhall make ſomething of thee, my friend: I per- 
cetve thou haſt a fund of genius, but doſt not know: 
how to uſe it to advantage. The fear of ſpeaking. 
nonſenſe hinders thee from talking at a venture; and” 
yet, by. this alone, a- thouſand people, now-a days, 
acquire the reputation of wiis, If thou haſt a min 
to thine, give the rein to thy vivacity,. and indiffer- 
ently 111k..every thing that comes ure hy 
blur ders will paſs for a noble boldneſs; and if, after 
having uttered a thouſand impertinencies, one wüti⸗ 
ciſm eſcapes thee, the filly things will be forgot, the 
Icky thought will be remembered, and the would! 
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, will conceive an high opinion of thy merit. This i I by 
What our maſters practiſe with ſuch ſucceſs ; and what an 

' Every man muſt do, who aſpires to the reputation of I bl. 
1 a diſtinguiſhed wit.“ ; . 
4 Beſides that I was but too fond of paſſing for a fine er 
F genius, the ſecret which he had diſcloſed to me ſeem- fri 
K ed ſo eaſy, that 'T was reſolved not to neglect it, I put ot! 
it inſtamly to the proof, zxnd the wine I had drenk no 

| contributed to its ſucceſs ; that is, I ſpoke at random qu 
4 and had the good fortnne to throw out, among a great fu; 
! deal of nonſenſe, ſome flaſhes of wit, by which T ace mt 
ij quired great applauſe. This coup d' eſſai filled me all 
_ with confidence: I collected all my vivacity to pro- to: 
| fl duce ſoine bright ſally, and chance befriended me tre 


in the attempt. 
„% Well, (ſaid he who ſpoke to me inthe ſtreet) on 
don't you begin to get rid of your ruſt? Thou haſt 


not been two hours in our company, and art already IM fe 
_ another men. Thou wilt improve viſhiblyevery ho 

ay. Sce what it is toſerve people of quality; it el“ De 
vates the mind, while ilte being valets to citizens has jel 
a quite contrary effect.“ © *Doubileſs, (anſwered I} bit 
and therefore Iwill henceforth conſecrate my ſervice de 
to the nobility.“ : That's nobly ſaid, {cried Don fur 
Fernando's valet, half ſeas over) it does not belong to ſp. 
your citizens to poſſeſs ſuch ſuperior geniuſes as we ing 


are. Come therefore, gentlemen, (added he) let us o 
take an oath never to ſerve ſuch tapfealliops, and ha 
{wear to it by the river Styx.” We laughed heartily » 


at Gaſpard's conceit, which we approved” of very be: 
much, and took the burleſque oath with our glaiſes ho 
in our hands. 2e 

Thus we continued at table until our maſters were © ti: 
Pleaſed to retire, which was midnight, a circumſtance Qi 


which my compenions looked upon as an exceſs of C 
Jobriety. Tis true, indeed, theſe young lords let BW wi 
the tavern in ſuch good time, only with a view to vi, Hi 
fit a famous coquette, who lived in the court-endof the WW to 
down, and kept opeu houſe ſor your men of please ler 


air - "IM 
by night as well as by day. She was between thirty 


and oy yarn old, ſtill extremely handſome, agreea- 


ble, an 


o conſummate in the art of pleaſing, that it 
was ſaid, ſhe ſold the remains of her beauty at a high- 
er price than that which ſhe had received for its ſirſt 
fruits. There were always in her houſe two or three 
other courtezans of the firſt rank, who contributed 
not 2 little to the great concourſe of lords Who fre- 
guented it, They went to play in the afternoon, then 
ſupped, and ſpent the night in drinking and making 
merry. Here our maſters ſtaid till morning, and ws. 
alſo, without feeling the time lie heavy on our hands; 


. for while they. diverted themſelves with the mif. 


treſſes, we amuſed ourſelves with the maids ; and 
at laſt departed all together at break of day, every 
one going to bed at his own home. | 

My matter getting up, as uſual, about noon, dreſ- 
{ed himſelf, and went out. T followed him to the 
houſe of Don Antonio Centelles, where we found one 
Don Alvaro de Acunha, an old gentleman, and pro- 
ſeſled rake. All the young ſparks, who had an am- 
bition to become ſine gentlemen, put themſelves un- 
der his tuition 3 by which they were formed tor plea- 
lure, taught to make a figure in the world, and to 
ſpend their fortunes in a good grace, he himſelf be- 
ing under no apprehenfion of ſquandering away his 
own, which was gone long ago. Theſe three cavaliers 
having ſaluted one another, Centelles ſaid to maſter, 
„% Faith, Don Matthias, thou could'ſt not come at a 
better time 3 Don Alvaro 1s going to carry me to the 
houſe of a citizen, who has invited the marquis of 
Zeneta and Don Juan de Moncado to dinner, and 
thou ſhalt be of the party.” „What is the name of 
this citizen ?“ ſaid Don Matthias. He is called 
Giego0110 de Noriega, replied Don Alvaro; and I 
will in two words give you a character of the man. 
His father, who is a fich jeweller, having gone abroad 
to negotiate his affairs, left him the enjoy ment of a 
large income: but Gregorio is a ſool, who bas a diſ- 
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poſition prone to ſpend his eſtate, in doing which he 


affccts the beau, and would fain paſs for a' man of 


fpirit in deſpite of nature, As he begged me to take 


him under my direction, I govern him at preſent; 


and I can aſſure you gentlemen, he is in a fair way; 
his finances being already pretty well ſunx. f 
don't at all doubt it, cried Centelles : I fee him al 
ready at the work-houſe. Come, Don Matthias, let 
us make an acquaintance with him, that we may have 
ſome ſhare in his ruin.“ With all my heart, repli- 
ed my maſter; I love dearly to ſee the fortune of theſe 
httle upſtart gentlemen overturned, becaule they vain- 
Iy pretend to rival us in ſpendor. Nothing, for ex- 
ample, ever gave me ſo much diverſion as the misfor- 
tune of that publican's fon, who was, by his inclina- 
tion for play, and his vanity in aping the great, oblig- 
ed to ſell all, to his very houle,” © Oh! as for him 
ſaid Don Antonio, he deſerves no compaſſion; for he is 


as great a coxcomb in his adverſity as he was in high 


life.“ 
Centelles and my maſter, repairing with Don 
Alvaro, to the houſe of Gregorio de Noriega, Mogi- 


con and I went thither alſo, both of us raviſhed to 


find a feaſt going forward, and to have an opportus 
nity of contributing, on our parts, to the ruin of a 


Citizen, As we went in, we perceived ſeveral people 


buſy in dreſſing the dinner; and the ragou's they were 
preparing ſent forth a ſavoury ſteam, that very much 
prepoſſeſſed the ſmell in favour of the taſte. The 
marquis of Zeneta and Don Juan of Moncado arrived, 
and the entertainer ſeemed to be a great booby, who 
atrempted, in vain, to aſſame the carriage of the beau, 
being a very bad copy of the excellent originals ; or 


rather a downright ſinpleton, who affected an air of 


underſtanding. Imagine to yourſelf a man pf this cha- 
racter in the midſt of five Jokers, whoſe ſole aim was 
t exerciſe their raillery upon him, and engage him 
$1 unſupportable expeuce. “ Gentlemen} ſaid Don 
Alvazo, after the firſt compliments, I preſent to yau 
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Signior Gregorio de Noriega, as a complete cavalier. 
Beſides a thouſand other excellent qualifications, he 
poſſeſſes an underftanding ſo exquiſuely cultivated, 
that you cannot take him amiſs, He 18 equally ſtrong, 
on all ſubjefts, from the molt cloſe ard ſubtile logic, 
down to the art of ſpelling.” © Oh ! now you flat- 
ter me, ſaid the citizen, interrupting him with a ve 
fooliſh laugh. Sigaior Alvaro, I may, with morequt- 
tice, return the complimeut, for you are, as one may 
ſay, a very draw-well of erudition,”” „I had node- 
ſign, replied Don Alvaro, to fiſh for ſuch a genteel 
repartee : but, upon my word, gentlemen, Sigmor 
Gregorio cannot fail of acquiring great reputation in 
the world,” „For my own part, faid Don Antonio, 
what I am moſt charmed with, and what I greatly 
prefer to his knowledge in orthography, is the judici- 
ous choice he makes of his company: inkead of con- 
fining himſelf to the converſation of ce he culti- 
vates acquaintance with none but young lords, with= 
out giving himſelf any trouble about the expence at- 
tending it. There is, in this conduct, an elevation 
of ſenti ment, and it may be called ſpending one's mo- 
ney with taſte and diſcernment.” | 
Theſe ironical praiſes weie followed by a thous 

ſand more of the {ame ſort, and poor Gregorio was 
ſpared by none of them; cach of the beaus, in bis 
turn, breaking his jeſt, the meaning of which the 
fool did not perceive. On the contrary, he togk 
every thing in a literal ſenſe, and appeared very haps 
py in his gueſts; nay, he ſeemed even pleaſed with 

eing turned into ridicule: and, in ſhort, ſerved 
them as a butt during the whole time of dinner. They 
ſtaid with him the remaining part of the day, and 
all night long ; whilſt we drank at diſcretion as well 
25 our maſters; and by that time they took leave of 
the cilizen, WE were all in an excellent trim. 
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CHAP. 


Gil Blas ſets up for a man f gellantry, and becomes ac« 
'  quainted with a fine lady. | 


AFTER having refreſhed myſelf with ſome 


hours of ſleep, I got up in good humour; and 
emembering the advice I had received from Melen- 
Gez, went, my maſter not being yet awake, and 
{preſented my reſpects to the ſteward, whoſe vanity 
Heemed not a little flattered with this inſtance of my 
regard. iHe received me very graciouſly, and aſked 
af I was not familiatized to the way of living practi- 
Hed among young noblemen. 1 replied, that though 
at was quite new to me as yet, I did not deſpair of 
theing reconciled to-it in time. / 
And truly this happened very ſoon, for my hu- 
mour and diſpoſition ſuffered a thorough change, 
From being ſedate and penſive, I became a bnſk 


blundering coxcomb; and the-valet of Don Antonio 


;complimented/ me on my metamorphoſis, ſaying, 
that there was now nathing wanting to make me 1 
Huflrious, but an intrigue; which, he affirmed, was 
ebſolutely neceſſary towards finiſning the charakter 
of a pretty ſellow, all our comrades being belovell 
Þy ſome fair lady, and he alone being in poſſeſſion 
of the good graces of no leſs than two women of qua» 
Jay. I believed the rogue told a lie, and ſaid to him, 
4% Monheur Mogicon, to be ſure you are a handſome 
Feung fellow, who have a great deal of wit and me- 


Zit; but I cannot conceive how ladies of qualky, eſpe- | 


Zially as you do'nt live among ſuch, can allow them» 
Jelves to be charmed by a man of your.condition.” 
4 Why truly, ſaid he, they do'nt know who I am 
Il make all my conquelts in the dreſs, and even in 
the name of my maſter. 
myſelf like a young nobleman ; I aſſume his behavi- 
ohr, and go aut to:take.the air; I ogle all the women 
Þ {6 Autil 1 meet wth ow: who returns the 4 
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her I follow, and find mens to ſpeak with. Tea 
myſelf Don Antonio de Centelles, and demand am 
aſſignation: upon which the lady ſtands upon ce- 
remony : I preſs her to comply; ſhe yields, et otras 
—By this conduct, my child, added he, I have ſucs 
ceeded in my 1atrigues, and I adviſe thee to follows 
my example.“ | 

1 was too ambitious of making a figure not te" 
Uſten to this advice, and beſides felt no averſion to a 
love-itrigue : I therefore reſolved to diſguiſe myſelf” 
like a young nobleman, and go in queſt of amorous- 
adventures; but as I durſt not dreſs myſelf in our own' 
houſe for fear of being obſerved, I took a rich ſuit of 
cloaths from my maſter's' wardrobe, . and making it- 
up in a bundle, carried it into the houſe of a lutle: 
barber, a friend of mine, where I thought I Bui + 
dreſs and undreſs with more convenience. There þ: 
adorned myſelf to the belt of my power, the barber 
lending a helping hand, in order to fet me off; and 
when we imagined it was impoſſible to add any thing; 
more to my appearance, I walked towards St Jeros 
me's meadow, from whence I was perſuaded, E. 
ſhould not return without having found ſome intrigue 
to my liking : but before I was obliged to go fo far 
from home, I ſtarted one of a very brilliant expecta- 
tion. 

As I was croſſing a bye-ſtreet I ſaw a lady richl 
dreiled, and perfectly genteel, come out of a ſmall 
houſe, and get into a hackney coach that ſtood befor 
the door; upon which, ſtopping ſhort to gaze, I 
bowed to her in ſuch a manner as to inform her that 
I was not at all diſguſted at her appearance; and ſhe, 
to let me ſee ſhe deſerved my notice ſtill more than I 
imagined, lifted up her veil for a moment, and pre- 
ſented a moſt agreeable countenance to my view: 
mean while the coach drove off, and I remained in 
the ſtreet, not a little truck with this apparmion, 
„ What a charming figure! (ſaid I to myſelf) Bleſs 
me! this is juſt what I wanted to compleat my cha- 
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"rater, If the two ladies who are in love with Me. 
gicon are as. handſome as this, I pronounce him a 
Jucky knave. I ſhould be charmed with my fate had 
I fuch a miſtreſs.” 
While I made thefe refl: ions I caſt my eyes, by 
accident, towards the houſe-from whence 1 had ſeen 
this lovely creature come out, and perceived at a par- 
Jour-window, an old genticwoman, who beckoned 
me to come in. | 
I flew into the houſe in an inftent, and ſound, in 
2 pretty handſome parlour, this venerable and dif- 
creet matron, who, taking me! for a marquis at 
leaſt, ſaluted me with great reſpect, faying, © I don't 
at all doubt, Signior, that you have conceived a very 
bad opinion of a woman, who without being ac» 
quainted with you, beckons you into her khofſe; but, 
perhaps, you willi think more ſavouably of me, when 
ou ſhall know that I don't treat every body in the 
ame manner.—But you, I fuppoſe, are a court- 
lord.“ —“ You are not miſtaken, my foul (ſaid I, 
ſtreching out my right leg, and poiſing my body on 
my left hip) I am, without vanity, of one of the beſt 
families in Spain.” „ I thought ſo by your appears 
ance, (the replied) and I own I love to oblige people 
of quality; that is my foible.—I obſerved you through 
the window, looking very carneſtly (as 1 ſuppoſe; at 
a lady who had juſt parted from me. Have you a 
paſſion for her ? tell me fincerely.”” Upon the faith 
of a courtier (anſwered I) ſhe has captivated me. I 
never ſaw any thing more tempting than that crea- 
ture—Bring us together, my good mother, and de- 
pend upon my acknowledgment; ſuch good offices 
rehdered to us grandees, ſeldom paſs unrecompenced?” 
„% I have already told you (replied the old gentle» 
woman) that I am wholly devoted to people of quali- 
ty, and delight in being uſeful to them, 1 admit into 
my houſe, for inſtance, certain ladics, whom the ex- 
teriors of virtue hinder from receiving their gollants 
at home; thercforc, I accommodate them with my 
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GIL BL AS. 85 
houſe, in order to reconcile the warmth of their com- 
plexions with the rules of decency.” „“ Very well; 
(ſaid I to her) and I ſuppoſe you have granted that fa- 
vour to the lady in queſtion ?” „ No, (ſhe replied) 
this lady is a young widow of quality, who wants a 
a lover; but ſhe is ſo nice in that particular, that 1 
dou't know if you yourſelf will pleaſe her, notwith- 
ſtanding your extraordinary merit: I have already 
preſemed to her three ſtout cavaliers, whom the 
treated with diſdain.” Adzooks! my dear (cried I, 
with an air of aſſurance) thou haſt no more to do, 
but to put me on the ſcent, I will give thee à good 
account of'her, believe me. I long to have à tete A 
tete with a ſhy beauty, having never, as yet, met 
with one of that charaQer.” „ Well (faid the old 
lady) if you come hither to-morrow, about this time, 
your curioſity may be fatisfied.”” „ I will not fail 
(anſwercd I) and we ſhall ſee whether or not a your g 
nobleman, ſuch as I, may taſte the pleaſure of a 
conqueſt.“ 
returned to the houſe of the little barber, withs . 
out aching any other adventures, bat very umpetient 
to ſce the iſſue of this. Next day, therefore, havin 
been at great pains to ſet myſelf off, I repaired to th 
old gentlewoman's houſe, an hour before the appoints 
ment. „ Sjgnior, (ſaid ſhe) I fee you are punftualh 
and am glad of it: for you will find it wellworth your 
trouble. I have ſeen your young widow, and have 
had ſome diſcourſe with her about you. She has for- 
bid me to ſpeak ; but I have conceived ſuch a friend» 
ſhip for you, that I cannot hold my tongue. You 
have had the good fortune to make an impreſſion qu 
her heart, and will be happy very ſoon. Between 
or and me the lady is a delicious morſel ; her hub 
and lived with her but a very ſhort time; he fleeted 
away as it were like a ſhadow ; ſo that ſhe is as good 
as a maiden.” "The good mation doubtleſs meant one 
of thoſe ſprightly maidens, who know how tg 
enjoy life without the incumbrance of * 
* uk a | g 
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In a little time the heroine of the aſſignation arriw 
ed, in a ſtage-coach, as ſhe had done the day before, 
adorned with all the pomp of dreſs: As ſoon as ſhe 
appeared in the hall, I began by five or fix:a-la-mode 
bows, accompanied with their moſt faſhionable cone 
tor ſions: after which I approached her with a very 
familiar air, ſaying, © My princeſs, behold a young 
nobleman, who 1s entrapt with your beauty. Your" 
image ſince yeſterday, has inceſſantly preſented itſelf 
to my imagination, and expelled a dutcheſs; who had 
begun to ſet footing. in my heart,” «© The triumph 
(anſwered ſhe, taking off her veil)/is too glorious for 


young noblemen are prone to change, and your hearts, 
« But, my queen (I replied) let us mind the preſent 


ſome, and I amorous; and, if you approve ot my 


age.” 


of my nymph, and, the better to imitate the beaus, 
preſſed her, in a petulaat manner, to make me hap» 

She {cemed a little moved by my intreatics, but 
thought i; was too ſoon to yield; therefore, puſhing 
me gently from her, “ Hold, (ſaid ſhe) you are too 
forward, and have the air of a libertine ; I am afraid 
= you are no better than a downright rake.” „ O ly, 
Madam! (cried I) fure you cannot hate what all ladies 


againſt libertiniſm,” „ You are certainly in the 
right, (ſhe replicd) and I cannot reſiſt ſuch a con- 


with noblemen like you; and the women muſt ad- 
Pl (dded ſhe, with an appearance of confuſion, .as 


modaſty ſuffered in tbe confeſhion); you have ibs 
ſpired 


me, and yet-I do not perfectly enjoy it: for you 
they ſay, more difficult to keep than quickſilver.“ 
only, and let futurity ſhift for itſelf: you are hand- 
paſſion, let us engage without any further reflection, 
and embark like ſailors, who think only of the 


pleaſures, without . perceiving the perils of their voy- 


So ſaying, I threw myſelf in a tranſport at the feet 


of falhion love: none but tradeſmen's wives exclaim 


vincing reaſon, It is in vain, I find, to uſe grimace- 


vance one half of the way. Know then your victo- 
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ſpired me with ſentiments which 1 never felt before, 
and I want e7 to know who you are, that I may 


determine to chufe you for my-lover. I believe you 


ate a young lord, and, moreover, à man of: honour. 


But of this J am not aſſured; and howſocever I may 


be prepoſſeſſed in your favour, I am reſolved not to 


beſtow my affection on.a perſog unknown.” 
It was then I remembered the expedient of Don 
Antonio's valet, on the ſame occaſions; and, after 


his example, having a mind to' pals for my maſter, 


«© Madam, (ſaid-I to my widow) I will not refuſe to 
tell you my name, which I need not be - aſhamed to 
own ; did you never hear of Don Matthias de Silva P? 
% Yes, (ſhe repligd) I have even ſeen him at the 
houſe of a lady, an acquaintance of mine.” | Alths* 
I was pretty well ſtocked with impudence, this an- 


{wer diſconcerted me a good deal; however, I recol- 


lected myſelf in an inſtant, and making an effort of 
enius, to extricate- myſelf, Well, then, my angel; 
ſaid I) you know a lord whom—1 know alſo, 
Since you muſt have it, I am of the ſame family: 


his grandfather marred my grand-uncle's fifter-in-law:z 


ſo that you ſee we are very nearly related. My name 
is Don Czar, and I am the only ſon of the illuſtrious 
Don Fernand de Ribera, who was flain fifteen years 
ago, in a battle that was fought on the frontiers of 
Portugal. I could deſcribe the action, which was 
helliſhly bot; but that would be loſing the precious 


moments which love prompts us to employ in a more 
agreeable manner. 0 


After this diſcourſe, I became more preſſing and 


paſſionate; but all to little effect: the faveurs which 
my goddefs beſtowed upon me, only ſerving to make 
me ſigh after thoſe which ſhe refuſed: but though the 
barbarous creature got into her coach, that waited at 
the door, I went home very well ſatisfied with ' 


my 
;$00d fortune, altbeugh 1 was not yet perfectly happy. 


f, faid I to myſelf, I have not been able to obtain the 
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lady of rank and delicacy, who thinks it indecent th 
yicld to» my trenſports, during the firſt interview. 
The pride of her birth has retarded my happineſs, 
which, however, 1s only delayed for a few days. Not 
but that I had likewiſe ſome ſuſpicions, that the whole 
affair was a well-concerted trick, But I loved to con- 
Gacr it in the molt favourable point of view, and to 
preſerve the advantageous opinion I had conceived of 
the lady, with whom I had agreed to meet again next 
day; the hope of accomplithing my wiſhes, giving 
me a talte,. by. anticipation, of the pleaſures I expect- 
ed to enjoy. ; Ty 

With my fancy full of theſe ſmiling images, I re- 
turned to the houſe of my barber, where I changed my 
dreſs, and went to wait upon my maſter, at a tennis- 
court, where I knew he was. I found him. engaged 
in play, and even perceived that he had been lucky; 
for he was none of thoſe phlegmatic gameſters, who 
enrich or ruin themſelves, without changing a feature, 
In his proſperity he was full of wtulting raillery, but 
very mœoſe when fortune declared againſt him. 
Leaving the tennis-court in great good humour, he 
went directiy to the prince's theatre, and I followed 
him to the play-houſe door, where giving mea ducat, 
$ Here, Gil Blas, {aid he, ſince I have been lucky, 
thou ſhait feel the effects of it; go and enjoy thylelf 
with thy companions, and about midnight come to 
me at the houſe of Arſenia, where I am to ſup with 
Don Alexo Segiar,” So ſaying, he went in, and I 
remained thinking how I ſhould (pend my ducat, ac- 
cording to the intention of the donor, 1 was not long 
in ſuſpenſe; Clarino, Don Alexo's valet, appeared 
all of a ſudden. and I carried him to the next tavern, 
where we regeled ourſelves till twelve o'clock : and 
from thence repaired together to the houſe of Arſe- 
nia, where he was likewiſe ordered to rendezvous. 


A little lacquey opened the door, and introduced us 
into a parlour, where the waiting woman of Arſenia 


and Florimonda {at together, laughing as if for a was 


[Ul 


PR *Y' =» FI 1 n r 


* 


1 cena. a , 


NUM_— 5,” ß OT TRITT 


wow 


ww 1 » 


G 1 L B LAS. 89 
ger, while their miſtreſſes entertained our maſters 
above. 

The arrival of two merry fellows, who had ſupped- 
to their ſatis faction, could not be difagiceable to 
chambermaids; eſpecially to thoſe of the actreſſes: 
but what was my aſtoniſhment, when, in the perſon 
of one of them, I beheid my widow ! my adorable 
widow, whom I believed a marchioneſs, or countels } 
She ſeemed no leſs ſurprized at ſeeing her Don Cæſar 
de Ribera, metamorpholed into the valet de chambre 
of a beau: however, we obſerved one another, 
without being diſconcerted; and both, at one time, 
were feized with ſuch a violent inclination to laugh, 
that we eould not help indulging it. After which, 
Laura, fo was my princeſs called, taking me aſide, 
while Clarino made up to her companion, very gra- 
ciouſly preſented her hand, ſaying, ſoltly, „Lake it, 
Don Cæſar: inſtead of reproaching, let us compli- 
ment one another, my friend: you performed your 
part to admiration; and I did not behave, amiſs- in 
mine. What ſay you? confeſs that you took me fort 
one of thole fine ladies of quality, who amuſe theme 
ſelves with intrigues.” * Tis true, anfweredIp. 
but whoſoever you are, my queen, I have not changed 
my {entiments with my drefs : I beg you will accept 
my ſervices, and allow the valet de chambre of Don 
Matthias to finiſh that which Don Cæſar had fo haps 
pily begun.” „ Yes, ſaid ſhe, I love thee ſtill bet- 
ter in thy -own character, than in that of another; 
thou art juſt ſuch a man as I am a woman, and that 
is the ſtrongeſt approbation I can beſtow ; I therefore 
receiVye thee into the crowd of my adorers: we ſhall 
have uo occafion for the miaiſtry of the old Woman; 
for thou may'ſt come hither with the utmoſt freedom z 
we ladies of the ſtage live without conſtraint, and 
hclter-ſkelter with the men. The effects of this come 
munication are ſometimes very viſible. indeed ; but: * 
the town laughs at them, and our boſliuelty how W 
kneweliy is to divert .“ . e e e args 
a 3 
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Here we broke off, becauſe there were others pres 
ſent, and the converſation became general, ſprightly, 
joyous, and full of palpable double entendres. Every 
one bore a part; Arſema's maid in particular, my 
lovely Laura, ſhone very much, and ſhewed a great 
deal more wit than virtne. On the other hand, our 
maſters and the actreſſes often burſt ont into long fits 
of laughter, which we overheard, and from which 
we concluded that their diſcourſe was much of the 
ſame ſtamp with our own. If all the fine things, 
which were ſaid that might at Arſemia's, had been 
committed to writing, they would have compoſed, I 
believe, a treatiſe very inftruftive for youth. In the 
mean time, the hour of retreat, that is, the dawn, ar- 
rived, and we were obliged to part. Clarino follow- 


ed Don Alexo, and 1 went home with Don Mat- 
thias. 2 


CVI. 


The conver ſation o/ ſome noblemen, about the players of the 
prince's eompany, 


HAT day, while my maſter was dreſſing, he re 
ceived a billet from Don Alexo Segiar, deſiring 
his company at his houſe, whither he went, and found 
with him the marquis of Zeneta, and another young 
nobleman of a good mien, whom I had never ſeen be- 
fore. Don Matthias (ſaid Segiar to my maſter, pre- 
fenting the unknown cavalier) this is Don Pompeio de 
Caſtro, a relation of mine, who has been at the court 
of Portugal, almoſt from his infancy; he arrived at 
Madrid laſt night, and will ſet out to-morrow for. 

Liſbon; ſo that, as he can ſpare me only one day, L 
am Tteſolved to enjoy the precious opportunity, and in 
order to make it the more agreeable to him, have 
called you and the marquis of Zeneta to my aſſiſtance.“ 
Upon this, my maſter and Don Alexo's kinſman em- 
braced and complimented obe another, and 1 was 
much pleaſcd with the diſcourſe of Don Pompeio, 


who 
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who ſeemed to have a great ſhare of judgment and 
penetration. * 

Having dined at Segiar's, theſe noblemen amuſed 
themſelves at cards, till the hour of going to plays 
and then went all together to the prince's theatre, to 
ſee a new tragedy, intitled, The *, of Carthage. 
After the repreſentation of the piece, they returned; 
and ſupped where they had dined; the converſa- 
tion at firſt turning on the poem they had ſeen per- 
formed, and afterwards upon the actors © As-for 
the work itſelf, cried Don Matttaas, I have no great 
opinion of it; it makes ness lll more inſipid than 
he is repreſcmed in the Æneid; but every body muſt 
agree it was divinely played. What, ſays Signior Don 
Pompeo ? he does not ſeem to be of my way of 
thinking.“ Gentlemen, ſaid that cavaker ſmiling, 
J have perceived you ſo much charmed with your 
players, and in particular with your actreſſes, that 1 
ought not to be ſo bold as to ſignify my diſſent from 
your opinions.“ You are much in the right, ſaid 
Don Alexo in a jocular manner, your cenſures wil 
he very unreaſonable here; and you ought to ſhew 
ſome reſpe& for our actreſſes before us, who are the 
tz1mpeis of their reputation. As we drink with them 
every day, we can no leſs than warrant them perfect 
in their vocation; and even give them certificates, if 
there be occaſion for it,” 4 I do-not at all doubt it, an- 
iwered his relation, and I dare ſay you would do the 
ſa me for their morals, ſo much are you their friends.“ 

« Your comedians at Lifbon, ſaid the marquis of 
Zeneta, with a ſneer, are doubtleſs much better than 
ours.“ „ Yes, certainly, replied Don Fompeio; at 
leaſt there are ſome of them who have no defeRt 
And theſe, reſumed the marquis. may depend upon 
your certificate.“ „ I have no connection with them, 
{id Don Pompeio, and as I never enter into their 
parties of pleaſure, can judge of their merit without 
Prejudice. But do you . , added he, think your 


company do excellent ? No faith] ſaid the marquis, 


believe 
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1 believe no ſuch thing; and provided you give me- 


leave to defend a very ſmall number of the players, I 4 
will willingly give up all the reſt, Won't you allow a 
that. ſhe who played the part of Dido, is an admirable . 


actreſs ? did ſhe not repreſent that queen with all the 
dignity and grace Which is conformable to the idea 
we have of her? and did not you admire her art in 
engaging the mind of the ſpectator, and making bim a 
feel the emotions of all thoſe paſſions that are expreſſed? 
She may be {aid to be conſunimately {killed in all the : 
refinements of declamation;”” © L,agree, ſaid Don q 
Pompeio, that ſhe knows how to awake and touch the | 
paſſions of the audience: no player had ever more | 
feeling, and on the whole, her-repreſentation is very. P 
fine. But ſhe is far from being a perfect actrefs. I. 2 
was ſhocked with two or three things in her performs. 
ance, When ſhe would expreſs {urprize, ſhe rolls 
her eyes in ſuch an extravagant manner, as very ill be- 5 
comes the deportment of a princeſs. Add to this, | 
that in raiſing her voice, which is naturally law, ſhe- 
corrupts the ſweetneſs of it, and produces a very diſ- 
agreeable croaking : beſides, in more places than one, 
ſhe gave reaſon to ſuſpett that ſhe did not very well: 
underſtand her part: but, however, I: am inclined to 
wnputethis ratherto inattention than want of capacity.“ 

„ By what I can fee, faid Don Matthias to the 
critic, you will ſcarce write -a panegyric on our, 
actreſſes.“ * Pardon me, replied Don Pompeio, I. 
can diſcover great talents through their defects. I. 
own J was enchanted” with that actreſs. who per- 


formed the part of a chamber maid in the interludes : 


= ſmile, full of charms, which very much enhances the; 


ſhe has a fine genius, treads the ſtage gracefully. and 
| every.witticiſm ſhe utters is ſea ſoned with a ſarcaſtic; 
value of what is-{aid. She may, indeed, be blamed, 
for indulging her fire ſometimes a: lutle tog much 


and tranſgreſling the bounds of modeſt aſſurance. But, 


we mult not be too ſevere; and I could only wiſh that 


Ac would Corres} vue. bad habit Ge. OR 


Þ ory! db "GC I'L BL A'S, 
'Oft-times in the middle of à ſerious ſcene, the inter- 
rupts the performance all of a ſudden, by yielding to 
a ſilly deſire of laughing, with which ſhe is ſeized. 
You'll ſay ſhe is applauded: by the pit, even at theſe 
times: there, I own, ſhe is lucky.“ | 
«© Well, what do you think of the men? faid the 
marquis interrupting him, ſurely you'll charge them 
full volley, fince you have been ſo unmertiful to the 
women.“ © No, faid Don Pompeio, I think you 
have ſome promiſing young actors; and am 8 
Jarly pleaſed with that fat comedian who atted the 
part of Dido's prime-miniſter: he repeats very natu- 
rally, and declaims juſt as they do in Portugal.“ “ If 
he can pleaſe you, ſaid Segiar, you muſt be charmed 
with the action of him who played the part of Ancas. 
Is not he a great comedian! an original!” „ Very 
original! replied the critic.; his cadence is quite pecu- 
liar, and his tones abundantly ſhrill : he almoſt always 
deſerts nature; hurries over the words which contam 
the ſentiment, and places the emphaſis where it ſhould 
not be; making pauſes even on articles and conjune- 
tions. He diverted me very much; particularly when 
he expreſſed to his confidant the violence he did him- 
ſelf, in abandoning the princeſs * never Was grief more 
comically expreſſed.” *- Softly coufm, rephed Don 
Alexo, thou wilt make us believe by and by that 
there is not a great deal of taſte at the court of Portu- 
al. Doſt thou know that the actor of whom we 
Foeak is reckoned a phœnix? Didſt thou not hear 
what claps -of-. applauſe he obtained? A plain proof 
that he is far from being contemptible.“ That is ne 
proof at all, anſwered Don Pompeio: Gentlemen, 
added he, let us not, I beg of you, lay any fireſs upon 


the applauſe of the pit, which is often beſtowed very 


unſeaſonably: — nay, more ſeldom on true merit then 
on falſe. As Phrædus obſerves, by an ingenious fa- 
ble, Which I beg leave to repeat; Here it 1— | 
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The inhabitants of a certain city being aſſembled 
in public, to ſee pantomTmes, there was, among the 
perlormers, a favourite actor, whom they applauded 
every moment This buffoon having a mind to cloſe 
the ſcene with a new kind of repreſentation, appeared 
alone upon the ſtage, ſtooped down, covered his head 
with his cloak, and ſqueaking like a pig, acquitted 
himſclt ſo well, that the audience actually imagined 
he had- one under his cloaths: they ordered him 
therefore to ſtrip; which he having done, and nothing 
appearing, the whole aſſembly thundured applauſe.— 
A peaſant who happened to be one of the ſpettators, 
ſhocked at theſe expreſſions of admyration, cried, 


= gentlemen, you have no cauſe to be Fharmed with 


that buffoon, who is not ſuch an exquiſite actor as 
you imagine: I can play the pig better than he, and 
if you doubt it come hither again to-morrow at this 
hour. The people, prepolleſſed in favour at their 
pantomimes, re aſſembled next day in greater wam- 
bers, rather to hiſs the peaſant than ſee what be could 
do. The two rivals appearing on the ſtage, the bufs 
foon began, and was applauded more than ever: then 
the countryman ſtooping in his turn, and muffling 


his head in his cloak, pinched the ear of a real pig, 


which he held under his arm, and made it ſqueak 
moſt piercingly; nevertheleſs, the audience gave the 
preference to the pantomime; and hooted the pea- 
ſant, who all of a ſudden producing the pig to the 
ſpeQators ; Gentlemen, faid he, it is not me whom 


+ you hils, but this poor pig himſelf ; ſuch excellent 
Judges you are.“ 


Couſin, ſaid Alexo, thy fable is too ſevere: but 


notwithſtanding thy pig, we. will not give up our opi- 


nion. Let us change the diſcourſe, added he; I am 


tired of this ſubject. So, thou wilt depart to-morrows 


in ſpite of w7 deſire to enjoy thy company a lute 
longer?“ © I wiſh I could make a longer ſtay in 


Madrid, replicd his Kinſman, but it is not in my 
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power. I have told you already, that I came to the 
court of Spain about an affair of ſtate : and at my 


arrival yeſterday had an audience of the prime- mini- 


ſter, whom I ſhall ſee again to-morrow morning; 
immediately after which, I ſhall ſet out, on my return 
to Litbon.” „Thou art become altogether Portu- 
gueze, ſaid Segiar, and in all likelihood wilt never re- 
turn to live in Madrid.“ 4 I believe I hall. not, 
anſwered Don Pompeio : for I am ſo happy as to be 
beloved by the king of Portugal; and enjoy a great 
deal of plcaſure at his court, But notwithilanding 
his kindnels to me, would you believe that I have 
been on the point of quitting bis domimions for 
ever?“ * Pray tell us the reaſon, ſaid Don Alexo.” 
& With all my heart, aniwered Don Pompeo ; 
and at the {ame time will relate the ſtory of my 


life.“ 
| C HX E. Vis 
The hiſtory of Don Pompeto de Caſtro, 
ON Alexo, added he, knows that while I was 


yet a boy, I reſolved to carry arms; and that 


jecing our own country in profound peace, I went 
to Portugal, from whence I paſſed over into Africa 
with the duke of Braganza, who gave me employ- 


ment in the army under his command; Being a 


younger brother of very {mall fortune, I was under 
a neceſſity of ſignalizing myſelf in ſuch a manner as 
to attract the notice of the general; and did my duty 
lo well, that the duke promoted and put me in a 
condition to ſerve wich honour. After a long War, 
the iſſue of which you all know, I attached myſelf 
to the court, and the king, upon the recommendation 
of the general officers, gratified me with a conhde- 


rable penſion, Senſible of this monarch's generolity, 


J loſt no occaſion of maniſeſting my gratitude by my 
alliduity; and was always in attendance at thoſe 
hours in which people are permitted to pay their re- 


ipetts; by which behaviour, 1 inſenſibly . 
* 
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. the love of that prince, who honoured me with 


- new favours. | 


Having one day diſtinguiſhed myſelf at the ring, 


.and a bull-fight that preceded it, the whole court 
-corfmended my ſtrength and addreſs; and when I 
returned home, loaded with applauſe, I found a bik 
let importing, that a lady, the conqueſt of whom 
ought to flatter me more than all the honour I had 
that day acquired, wanted to converſe with me; and 
that I ſhould in the twilight repair to a certain place 
that was deſcribed. This letter gave me more plea- 
"ſure than all the praiſe T had received, and I ima- 
gined that the perſon who wrote it mult be a lady of 
the firſt quality. You may eaſily gueſs that I flew to 
the rendezvous, where an old woman, being in wait- 
ing to ſerve as a guide, introduced me, by a little 
: garden-door, into a great houſe, and ſhut meina 
rich cloſet, ſaying, © Stay here until I inform my 
* miſtreſs of your arrival,” I perceived a great many 
cufious things in this cloſet, which was enlightened 
by a great number of wax-candles; but my ſole view, 
in conſidering its megnificence, was to confirm my- 
ſelf in the opinion 1 had already conceived of the 
lady's rank, If all that I ſaw ſeemed to aſſure me 
ſhe was a perſon of the firſt quality, when ſhe ap» 
peared, I was convinced of it, by her noble and 
"majeſtic air: nevertheleſs, I was miſtaken, 

« Signior cavalier, (ſaid ſhe) after the advances 1 
have made, it would he ridiculous to conceal the ten- 
der ſentiments I have for you, which, however, 

were not "inſpired by that merit you have this day 
ſhewn before the whole court. That only has haf- 
tened the diſcovery; for I have ſeen you more than 
once, and enquired into your character, which plea» 
fed me ſo much, that 1 determined to follow my in- 


clination. Don't imagine, added ſhe, that you have 


made a conqueſt of ſome ducheſs: I am no other 
*than the widow of a ſimple officer of the king's 
guards; but What makes your victory ſtill more glo- 
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rious, is the preference I give you to one of che 
greateſt lords of the kingdom. The duke of Almeyda 
is in love with me, and ſpares nothing to inflame me 
with a mutual paſſion ; but hitherto he has been uh- 
ſucceſsful, and I ſuffer his addreſſes only through 
vanity.“ 

Though I found, by her diſcourſe, that I had to 
do with a coquet, I thought myſelf very ich ob- 
liged to fortune for this adventure: Donna Hortenſia 
(ſo was the lady called) was ſtill in the prime of 
youth, and I was dazzled with her beauty; beſides, 
ſhe offered me the poſſeſſion of a heart which woutd 
not yield to the addreſſes of a duke. What a tri- 
umph was this for a young Spaniſh cavalier ! Iads 
cordingly threw myſeif at her feet, thanked her for 
her goodneſs, ſaid all that a man of gallantry could 
utter on {ſuch an occaſion, and ſhe had reaſon to be 
ſatisghed wich the tranſports of my gratitude...” We 
parted the beſt friends m the world, after having 
agreed to fee one another every night on which ſhe 
ſhould be diſengaged from the duke of Almeyda, and 
this ſhe promiſed to advertiſe me of punctually; in 
which ſhe did not fail; fo that, in a word, I became. 
the Adonis of this new Venus. | 

But the, pleaſures of life are far from being eter- 
nal ! Whatever meaſures the lady could take to con- 
ceal our correſpondence from my rival, he did not 
tail to get notice of the whole of what it was ſo 
much our intereſt to keep from his knowledge. A 
malecontent chambermaid informed him of the at» 
fair; and that lord, naturally generous, but wathal 
haughty, jealous, and paſſionate, was incenſed at m 
r rage and jealouſy took poſſeſſion of 

is foul; and, following the dictates of his fury, he 
reſolved to avenge himſelf of me in an infamous 
manner, One night, while I was with Hortenſia, he 
waued for me at the little garden-door, attended by 
all his footmen, armed with clubs; and as ſoon ay 


came out, making theſe wretches ſeize me, ordered 
17 E them 
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them to cudgel me to death. * Strike, ſaid he, and 
let the audacious villain periſh under your hands; for 
ſo I am reſolved to puniſh his inſolence.” He had no 
- Tooner ſpoke theſe words, than his people aſſaulted 
me all together, and gave me ſo many blows, that 
T lay ſtretched upon the ground without ſenſe or mo- 
tion. After which, they retired with their maſter, 
. who -A regaled himſelf with this cruel execution, 


and I remained, as they left me, during the reſt of 


the night. At break of day, ſome people happened 
to paſs, and perceiving ſtill ſome life in me, were ſo 
charitable as to carry me to the houſe of a ſurgeon ; 


luckily my wounds were not mortal, and I fell into}. 


the hands of a ſkilful artiſt, who made a perfect cure 
of me in two months: at the end of which time, I 


repaired again te court, and reſumed my former way | 


of living, ſave that I never went back to Hortenſia, 
who, on her part, took no ſtep to ſee me again, be- 
Cauſe the duke, on theſe terms, had pardoned her in- 
fidelity. 

My adventure being univerſally known, and no- 
body ſuſpecting my courage, every one was aſtoniſh- 
ed to ſee me as tranquil as if I had not received an 
affront: for I imparted my thoughts to no man 
breathing; and ſeemed to be void of all reſentment; 
ſo that people did not know what to think of my 
fergned inſenſibility. Some believed that, notwith- 
ſtanding my courage. the rank of my antagoniſt kept 
me in awe, and obliged me to digeſt the injury: 
others, with more reaſen, ſuſpected my ſilence, and 
Jooked upon the peaccable appearance I put on, as 
a deceitful calm. Ot this opinion was the king, who 
did not think me a perſon that would leave ſuch an 
outrage unpuniſhed ; hut believed that I would net 
fail to revenge myſelf as ſoon as I could find a fa 
vourable opportunity. That he might know Whg 
ther or not he gueſſed my ſentiments aright, he calk 
ed me, one day, into his cloſet, where he ſaid, “ Dan 
Fompeio, I Kno the accident which has happene 


1 


"| 
_ tg 


GIL BLAS. F 


ind! to you, and am, I confeſs, ſurprized at your tran- 
for quillity, which muſt certainly be diſſimulation.“ 
no | Sire, I replied, I know not who was the aggreſſor, 
ted baving been attacked in the dark by people unknown; 
hat | fo that I muſt conſole myſelf for my misfortune as 
no. | well as I can,” No, no, (ſaid the king) you mult 
ler | not think to dupe me with that evaſion, which is all 
diſſembled : I have been informed of the whole af 
| of | fair; the duke of Almeyda has given you a mortal 
ned | affront. You are a gentleman, and a Caſtilian, and 


e lo 1 know what theſe qualities oblige you to do: you 
on: have formed a reſolution to avenge yourfelf: com- 
into] municate your ſcheme to me: I inſiſt upon it, and 


don't be afraid that you ſhall have cauſe to repent of 
- II making me your confident,” | | 
"v1 © Since your majeſty (anſwered I) commands it, 
I will diſcover my ſentiments : yes, Sir, I intend to 
be. | take vengeance for the affront I have ſuffered. | Eve- 
ry one who bears the name of a gentleman 1s account- 
able for it to his family. You know the unworthy | 
treatment I have received; and I purpoſe to aſſaſſinate | 
ih. | che duke of Almeyda, to revenge myſelf in a man- 


daa ner ſuitable to the offence, I will plunge a poignard © | 
man] in his breaſt, or ſhoot him through the head, and eſ- | 
ent: cape, if I can, into Spain: this is my deſign.“ © It | 


rich. | condemn it, after the cruel outrage which the duke 
Almeyda has committed upon you. He is worthy of 
the chaſtiſement you reſerve for him; but do not ex- 
aud <cute your enterprize in a hurry, Leave it to me to | 
find out an expedient for bringing you to an accom. #4 | 

| 


is a violent one, (ſaid the king) nevertheleſs, I cannot | 


modation.” “Ah, Sir! (cned I, very much cha- 
hab grined) why did you oblige me to reveal my ſecret ? 


| not What expedient can 2% —“ If I don't find one to your 
\ fa.  {atisfaftion (ſaid he, interrupting me) you may put | 
be.! your reſolution in practice. I don't intend to abuſe 
call. the confidence you have repoſed in me, and wil, by 


no means, betray your honour, So that you may 
22 make yourſelf caly on that ſcore,” ? | 


ll. E'S IVa 
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Il was greatly at a loſs to know in what manner the I fir 
king pretended to terminate this affair in an amicable fro 
manner; and this is the method he took. In a pri- of 
vate converſation with the duke of Almeyda, “ My |} re: 
lord, (ſaid he) you have injured Don Pompeio de . 
Caſtro; and as you are not ignorant of his being a hi. 
man of illuſtrious birth, and a gentleman whom 1 to 
love on account of his faithful ſervices, you ought to be 
give him ſatisfattion,” „I am not of an humour to lo; 
reſuſe it; (anſwered the duke) if he complains of m in 
wrath, I am ready to do him juſtice in the field,” m 
« You muſt give him another fort of reparation (re- ſc: 
plied the king) a Spaniſh gentleman underſtands the Wl I. 
point of honour too well, to fight openly with a ſe- W th 
cret aſſaſſin. I can give you no other name, and you i th 
cannot expiate the indignity of your action any other W a! 
way! than by preſenting your enemy with a cane, ye 
and ſubmitting to a retaliation.” „O heavens! (cried U n- 
the duke) what, Sir! would you have a man of my Ml y 
rank condeſcend to humble himſelf before a ſimple Wh of 
cavalier, and allow himſelf to be caned!““ „ No, th 
(replied the monarch) I will make Don Pompeio al 
promiſe that he will not ſtrike you. Only aſk par- <: 
don for the violence you committed, and preſent him 
with.a cane—that is all I expect of you.” „ And fi 
that is too much to expect from me, Sir; (ſaid the MW h 
duke, interrupting him haſtily) I will rather continue p 
expoſed to the ſecret ſhafts of his revenge.” * Your ti 
life is dear to me, (ſaid the king) and my deſire „ 


that this affair may have no bad conſequences, To be 
bring it to a concluſion the leſs diſagreeably for you d 
I will be the only witneſs to that ſatisfaction which t. 
I inſiſt upon your making to the Spaniard.” r 


The king had occaſion for all his power over the j 
duke, to bring him to this mortifying condeſcenſion. { 
However, he ſucceeded; and afterwards, ſending far j 
me, recounted the diſcourſe he had with my enemy, t 
and aſked if I would be ſatisfied with the reparation \ 
agreed upou between them, I anſwered in the a4. þ 
5 firmative, 
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firmative, and gave my word end honour, that, far 
from ſtriking the offender, I would not even accept 
of the cane lie ſhould preſent to me.” Things being 
regulated in this manner, the duke and I one day 
went ata certain hour, to the king, who ſhutting 
himſelf up, with us in the cloſet, „Come, (ſaid he 
to the duke) acknowledge your fault, and de ſerve to 
be forgiven.” Upon this, my enemy made his apo- 
logy, and preſented me with the cane which he had 
in his hand, -* Don Pompeio, (ſaid the monarch to 
me that inſtant) take the cane, and let not my pre- 
{ence hinder you from ſatisfying your injured honour : 
I acquit you of the promiſe you made, Not to ſtrike 
the duke.“ „ No, Sir, (anſwered I) it is ſufficient 
that he ſubmits to be beaten; an injured Spaniard 
aks no more.” „Well, (replied the king) ſince 
you are contented with that ſatisfaction, you may 
now enjoy the privilege of a regular proceſs; meaſure 
your ſwords, and determine your quarrel like men 
of honour.” „It is what I ardently deſire, cried 
tic duke of Almeyda with precipitation, and that 
alone is capable of conſoling me for the ſhamelul 
condeſcenſion I have made. 

So ſaying, he went away, full of rage and conſu- 
ſion, and, two hours after, ſent to let me know that 
he waited for me in a private place. Thither I re- 
P»ircd, and found that lord in a humour to fight hear- 
tily. He was not quite forty, and wanted neither 
courage nor {kill, ſo that the match was pretty equal. 
Come, Don Pompeio, ſaid he, let us decide our 
diſterence here: both of us ought to be exaſperated 
to the higheſt pitch ; you, for the treatment you have 
received at my hands, and I, for having aſked your 
pardon.” With theſe words, he drew upon me ſo 
fuddenly, that I had no time to make any reply, and 
puſhed with great vigour; but I had the good fortune 
to parfy all his thruſls, and attacked him in my turn: 
when I found I had to do with an antagoniſt who 
knew how to defend as well as to aſſault; and I don't 

ES. know 
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/know what might have happened, if he had not made 
a falſe ſtep in retreating, and fallen backward : I ſtopt 
immediately, and bid him get up,—and he anſwered, 
& Why do you ſpare me? I am injured by your pi- 
ty.” © I will not wrong my glory ſo much, ſaid I, 
as to take the advantage of your misfortune ; get up 
once more, and let us fight it out.“ 

+ Don Pompeio, ſaid he, riſing, after this inſtance. 
of your generoſity, honour will not permit me to 
uſe my {word againſt you, What would the world 
ſay of me ſhould I kill you ? 1 ſhould be looked up- 
on as a coward, who had taken the life of a perſon, 
who had it in his power to deprive me of mine: I 
can, therefore, no longer fight againſt you, and I feel 
the warm trauſports of gratitude ſucceed thoſe fu- 
rious emotions which reigned within my breaſt. Don 
Pompeto, added he, let our mutuel hatred ceaſe; let 
us even go farther—and be friends.” „Ah, my 
lord, cried I, I embrace the agreeable propoſal with 
joy! I vow the molt ſincere friendſhip; and, as the 
rſt proof, promiſe never to ſet foot within the door 
of Donna Hortenſia, even though ſhe ſhould deſire to 
fee me.” It is I, ſaid he, who mult yield that lady 
to you—you have a juſter title to her, 1 —— her incli- 
nation is fixed upon you.” No, no, cried J, in- 
terrupting him, you love her, and the favours Which 
ſhe might beſtow on me would give you pain: I fas 
crifice them, therefore, to your repoſe.” * Ah, too 
generous Caltilian! replied the duke, locking me in 
his arms, I am charmed with your fentiments | What 
remorſe do they produce within me! With what 
grief—with what ſhame do I reflect on the outrage 
you received! The ſatisfaction I gave you in the king's 
cloſet ſeems now too ſlight. 1 will make a better res 
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diſhonour of it entirely, I offer one of my nieces td 
you in, marriage. She is a rich heireſs, not yet fifteeny 
and ſtill more beautiful than young.” | "INT 
I made my compliments te the duke, in ſuch ex- 

preſſious 


paration for the injury, and, in order to effice the ' 


- 
. 
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pteſſions of acknowledgment, as the honour of enter- 
ing into his alliance inſpired; and, in a few days 
married his niece. The whole court congratu- 
lated him on his generoſity to a gentleman whom he 
had covered with ignominy; and my friends rejoiced I 
with me on the happy concluſion of an adventure 
which ſeemed to promiſe a more melancholy ue.” 
Since that time, gentlemen, I live agreeably at Liſbon,” 
beloved by my wife, of whom I am ſtill fond; the 

duke of Almeyda gives me every day freſh proofs 

of his friendſhip, and I dare boaſt of being pretty 
well with the king of Portegal. Ihe 1mportance af 

this my journey to Madrid, which I undertook by his 
order, being a ſufficient evidence of his eſteem, 


CHAP. VI 


By what accident Gil Blas was obliged to ſeek a ner 
place. 


82 was the lory that Don Pompeio recounted, 
and which the valet of Don Alexo and I over- 
heard, although they had taken the precaution of 
ſcnding us away before it was begun; but inſtead ok 
retiring we ſtopt at the door, which we had left half” 
open, and from thence loſt not a word of what Was 
ſeid. After this the noblemen ſet in to drinking,” 
but their debauch did not laſt till day, becauſe Don 
Vompeio, who was to attend the prime miniſter in 
the morning, was very delirous of a little reſt: accor- 
dingly, the marquis of Zeneta and my maſter, em- 
bracing that cavalier, bid him adieu, and left him 
with his kinſman. f 

We went to bed, for this time, before morn, and 
Don Matthias, when he waked, inveſted me with anew 


employment. „ Gil Blas, ſaid he, take paper and ink, 


and write two or three letters, which I will dictate z 
henceforward thou art my ſecretary.” Good! ſaid 
I to myſelf; another addition to my functions: as a 
lacquey, I follow my —_— every where; as a valet 

| de 
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de chambre, help him to dreſs; and write under hi 


as his ſecretary : heaven be praiſed! I act, like Hecate, 
in a threefold capacity. Thou doſt not know, 
added he, What I am about; which is briefly this — 
But be ſecret—for thy life ſhall anſwer it. As ! 
ſometimes meet with people who boaſt of their good 
fortune in love intrigues; I am reſolved, in order to 
excel them all, to have alwavs in my pocket feigned 
letters from women, which I will read on ſuch occa- 
lions. This will afford me ſome diverſion; and 
more happy than thoſe of my fellows, who acquire 
conqueſts only for the pleaſure of making them pub- 
Tic, I will publiſh thoſe which I have not had the 
trouble to make; but remember to diiguiſe thy hand 
in ſuch a manner, as that the billets may not appear 
to be written by the ſame perſon,” 

Upon this I took paper, pen, and ink, and ſat 
down to obey Don Matthias, who at ſirſt dictated a 
love letter in theſe terms: 


« YOU was not to-night at the place of aſſignation. 
Ah, Don Matthias! what can you ſay to juſtity your» 
fell? How much have I been miſtaken, and how 
well have I been puniſhed for having the vanity to 
think that you would ſacrifice all the amuſements and 
bulineſs of the gay world, to the pleaſure of ſeeing 

| | Donna Clara de Mendoza.“ 


The next billet he made me write was 1s in the 
nome of a lady, who preferred him to a prince: and 
the laſt, from one who told him, that if the was ſure 
of his diſcretion, ſhe would make a voyage with him 
to the iſland of Cythera. He was not ſatisfied with 


diftating theſe fine epiſtles ; he obliged me alſo to 


ſubſcribe them with the names of ladies of quality. 

pon which I could not help obſerving that 1 
thought, it atickliſh affair; but he deſired me to keep 
my advice to myſelf, until he ſhould have occaſion to 
alk it: I was therefore obliged to exccute his comme 
maads 
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mands1n filence. This being done, he got up, drefſ- * 
ed, put the letters in his pocket, and went out; and 
J followed him to the houſe of Don Juan de Mon- 
cada, who had invited five or fix gentlemen of his 
friends to dinner. 4 
The entertainment was ſumptuous, and mirth, the 
beſt ingredient in all banquets, reigned during the ke- 
paſt. All che gueſts contributed to enliven the con- 
verſation; ſome by railery, and others by recounting 
exploits, of which they themſelves were the he- 
roes. My maſter, unwilling to loſe ſuch a fair op- 
portunity of profiting by the letters he had made me 
write, read them aloud, with ſuch an air of aſſurance, 
that, his ſecretary excepted, every body ſeemed to 
believe them genuine.—Among the gentlemen be- 
fore whom he was guilty of this effrontery, there Wwas 
one Don Lope de Velaſio, a very ſedate man, who, 
inſtead of rejoicing like the reſt, at the ſucceſs-of the 
reader, coldly aſked, if the conqueſt of Donna Clara. 
had coſt him dear,—** Almoſt leſs than nothing, re- 
plied Don Matthias: ſhe made all the advances. 
Having ſeen me in the park, I happened to pleaſe 
her; upon which I was followed by her order, and, 
as ſoon as ſhe learned who I was, ſhe wrote to me, 
appointihg an aſſignation at her houſe in the W's 
when all the family ſhould be a-bed. I obeyeEthe 
ſummons, and was introduced to her apartment.— 
Lam too much of a gentleman to. tell. what fol- 


lowed.” 


At this laconic detail, the lord of Velaſco changed 
countenance, and it was not difficult to perceive what 
concern he had in the lady in queſtion, “ All 
theſe billets, ſaid he, darting a furious look. at m 
malter, are abſolutely falſe, and eſpecially that hic 
vou boaſt of having received from Donna Clara de 
Mendoza, than whom there is not a. more. chaſte 
young lady in Spain. A gentleman, no ways your in- 
ferior, either in birth or perſonal merit, has done 
every thing in his * during two whole years, to 


C 
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make an impreſſion on her heart; and ſcarce has he 


been able to obtain the moſt innocent favours, though 
he has reaſon to flatter himſelf, that if ſhe was capa- 
ble of granting any other kind of indulgence, it would 
be to him alone.” © Heyday ! who ſays any thing to 
the contrary ? ſaid Don Matthias, with an air of raillery, 
I agree with you that ſhe is a lady of honour ; and, 
for my part, I am a young fellow of honour ; conſe- 
quently you ought to believe, that nothing which was 
not very honourable paſſed between us.” «© Ah! 
this is too much, cried Don Lope, interrupting him; 
jeſting a- part, you are an impoſtor. Donna Clara ne- 
ver made an aſſignation with you at night; and I will 
not ſuffer you to blacken her reputation.— I ſhall ſay 
no more at preſent.” Having thus expreſſed him- 
{elf, he looked ſternly at the whole company, and re- 
tired in ſuch a a manner, as to make me believe, that 
this affair would have very bad conſequences, M 
maſter, who was brave enough for a lord of his cha- 
zaCter, deſpiſing the threats of Don Lope, * what a 
4001 there 1s! cried he, burſting into a fit of laughter: 

our knights errant pretended only to maintain the 
beauty of their miſtreſſes; but he, forſooth, mult 
vindicate the chaſtity of his. Now this to me ſeems 
ſtiſ more extravagant.” 

Velaſco's retreat, which was in vain oppoſed by 
Moncada, did not at all diſturb the banquet : the ca- 
"valiers, without taking much notice of it, continued 
their mirth, and did not part till next morning at five 
o'clock, when my maſter” and I went home to bed. 
I was overwhelmed with drouſineſs, and hoped to 
enjoy a good ſleep; but 1 reckoned without my hoſt, 
or rather without our porter, who came and waked 
me an hour alter, telling me that there was a young 
man at the gate, who wanted to ſpeak with me. 


4 Ah! curſe thee for a porter, cried I yawning, doſt 


thou conſider that I have juſt now got to bed? Tell 
the young man that I am aſleep, and bid him return 
at another time,” 5 He muſt fpeak with you inſtant- 


ly, 
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ly, replied he, for he aſſures me that the affair will ad- 
mit of no delay.” At theſe words I got up, and put- 
ting on my breeches and doublet only, went to the 
door curſing all the way.—“ Friend, ſaid I to the 
young man who waited for me, let me know, if you 
pleaſe, what preſſing affair procures me the, honour of 
ſeeing you ſo early in the morning?” „ I have, an- 
{wered he, a letter for Don Matthias, to be delivered 
into his own hand, He muſt read it immediately, 
for it is of the utmoſt conſequence to him; I beg you 
will therefore ſhew me into his chamber.” Thinking: 
it treated of ſome very important affair, I took the 
liberty of waking my maſter. * I aſk pardon, faid I 
to him, for interrupting your repoſe; but the impor- 
tance “ © What wouldſt thou have?” cried he haſtily, 
Upon which the young man who accompanied me 
ſaid, “ My lord, I have a letter for you from Don 
Lope de Velaſco.” Don Matthias took, opened, and 
having read it, faid to Don Lope's valet, * Harkee, 
child, I would not get up before noon to make one in 
the belt party of pleaſure that ever was propoſed; 


judge then, if I ſhall riſe at fix o'clock in the morning 


to fight. —Thou may'lt tell thy maſter, it he will be 
in the ſame place half an hour after twelve, I Will 
meet him there.” So ſaying, he funk down: in his 
bed, and fell afleep again with great expedition. 


Between eleven and twelve he got up, and —— 


with great compoſure, went out, telling me he woul 

diſpenſe with my attendance: but I was too curious 
to know the conſequence to obey him in this, and 
therefore walked at ſome diſtance behind him to St. 
Jerome's meadow, where I perceived Don Lope de 
Velaſco waiting for him in a ſeſolute manner. The 


better to obſerve them, I concealed myſelf, and from 


alar, could ſee them meet, and begin to fight a mo- 
ment aſter. The combat was long, each in his turn 


having puſhed his antagoniſt with great vigour and 


addreſs; but victory declared for Don Lope, who: 
run my maſter through the body, and leaving him 
E 6 ſtretched 


GIL BL As. "197: 


| 


10 The ADVENTURES of 


ſtretched upon the ground made off, very well ſatis- 
fied with the vengeance he had taken. I ran up to 
the unfortunate Don Matthias, whom I found without 
ſenſe, and almoſt without life: I was melted at the 
ſight, and could not help ſhedding tears at a death, 
of which 1 had been an involuntary inſtrument.— 
Notwithſtanding my grief, however, I did not forget 
my own little concerns, but returned home with all 
haſte, where, without ſpeaking a ſyllable of the mat- 
ter, I made up a bundle of my cloaths, among which 
T threw, by miſtake, ſome of my maller's moveables ; 
and when I carried it to the barber's houſe, where I 
had left my intriguing ſuit, publiſhed through the 
whole city, the fatal accident, of which I was witneſs : 
1 told it to every body who gave me the hearing; 
and, in particular, took care to inform Rodriguez. of 
what had happened. He ſeemed leſs afflicted with 
the news than buſied about the meaſures he was to 
take on this occaſion. Having aſſembled the ſervants, 
he ordered them to follow him; and repairing in a 
body to St. Jerome's meadow, we took up our maſter, 
who, though he ſtill breathed, died 1n three hours 
after he was carried to bis own houſe. Thus pe- 
Tiſhed Don Matthias de Silva, for having taken it into 
Ims head to read forged love-letters at an unſeaſonable 
time. 
l 


Of the perſon in whoſe ſervice he engaged, aſter the death 
| of Don Matthias de Silva, 


A Few days after the funeral of Don Matthias. all 
bis ſervants being paid and diſmiſſed, I ſixed my 
abode in the houſe of the little barber, with whom I 
began to live in ſtrict friendſhip : and there I promiſed: 
myſelf more pleaſure than with Melendez, As I did 
not want money, I was in no hurry to inquire about 
a new place: beſides, I was become nice on that 
voint, and reſolved to ſerve none but the quality for 
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the future; for which reaſon 1 intended to examine 
narrowly into whatever poſt ſhould occur, believing 
that there was none too good for me; fo much did I 
then think the valet of a young nobleman preterable 
to all others, | 

In the mean time, until fortune ſhould preſent ſuch 
a family as I thought I deſerved, I imagined nothing 
could be more agreeable than to conſecrate my leiſure 
to my handſome Laua, whom I had not ſeen ſince 
that night when we were both fo pleaſantly undeceiv- 
ed,—I durſt not dreſs in the ſuit of Don Cæſar de Ri- 
bera, which, uuleſs I had aſſumed it for a diſguiſe, 
would have made me paſs for a downright madman: 
but my own was ſtill very decent, and being very well 
equipped in flockings, ſhoes, and hat, I adjuſted my- 
(af with the barber's aſſiſtance, in a middle way be- 
tween Don Czfar and Gil Blas, and in this condition 
repaired to Arſenia's houſe; where, finding Laura 
alone in the ſame parlour where I had ſeen her before, 
ſhe no ſooner perceived me than ſhe cried, © Ha! 
are you there? I thought I had loſt you. Seven or 
eight days are paſſed ſince I gave you the permiſſion 
of viſiting me: 1 fee you don't abule the hberties in 
which the ladics indulge you.“ 

I excuſed mylelf on account of my maſter's death, 
and the buimeſs in which I had been engaged; and 
added, in a very polite manner, that even in the 
mid{t of all my cares, the fair Laura had ſtill kept 
poſſeſſion of my heart. Well, then, ſaid ſhe, 1 
will reproach you no more; but own, that I have 
alſo thought of you: and as ſoon as I heard of the 
N en of Don Matthias, formed a project which 
perhaps will not diſpleaſe you. —Some time ago [ 
heard my miſtreſs ſay, that ſhe wanted to have a kind 
of {leward in the houſe ; a young man who {hould un- 
derſtand economy, and keep an exact account of the 
money diſburſed in houſekeeping. I have caſt my 
eyes on your lordſhip, and believe you would not be 
an improper perſon for that employment,” 1 per» 
ceivse 
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W ccive, anſweredfI, that I acquit myſelf in it to a won- 
der; for I have read Ariſtotle' s (Economics; and as 
do keeping accounts, it is my chief excellence. But, 
child, added I, there is one objection to my engaging 
in Mien 8 . „— What may that be? ſaid. 
Laura. I have ſworn, I replied, never to ferve a 
oe 1 : nay, I have ſworn by Styx; and if Jupi- 
ter himſelf durſt not violate that oath, judge if a valet 
W ought to regard it.“ Whom doſt thou call plebei- 
ans ? ſaid the chambermaid with an air of dildain ; 
doſt thou rank actreſſes with the wives of counſellers 
and attornies? know, friend, that the ladies of the 
ſtage are not only noble, but arch-noble, by the alli- 
| ance they contract with men of quality.” 
| © If that be the caſe, my princeſs, ſaid I, I may 
accept of the place for which you have diſtined me, 
without derogating: from the dignity of my reſolu- 
tion.“ © Certainly, ſhe replied, to pals from the fa- 
milly of a beau into the ſervice of a theatrical heroine, 
is {till to maintain the ſame ſphere of life; for we 
4 rank in all reſpects with the quality: we keep equi- 
i pages like them ; we live as well; and, at bottom, 
oucht to hold the ſame eſteem in civil life. —Really, 
added the, if we conſider a marquis and player, thro? 
1 | the courſe of a day, we ſhall find them upon a pretty 
RF footing : for, granting that the marquis, durin 
1 three parts of the day, is, by virtue of his blood, ſu- 
4 perior to the player; the actor, during the remaining 
part, is raiſed ſtill more above the marquis by the cue 
ii of an emperor or king whom he repreſents. This, in 
1 my opinion, inveſts us with ſuch nobility and gran- 
1 duer as at leaſt equals us to the people at court.“ O, 
W/truly ! I replied, you are, without contradiction, on 
4 Ja level with the courtiers. What the duce ! players, 
1 1 find, are not ſuch ſcum as 1 imacined ! and you 
fre me with inclination to ſerve ſuch honourable peo- 
b ple.“ ——** Well, then, ſaid ſhe, come back again 
in two days, I aſk no more time to diſpoſe my miſtreſs 
I for thy reception. I will ſpcak to her in thy behalf; 
on aud 


= 
U * 


* 
— 


4 : . 
- 
8808 - 
1 — 4 


—— 
_ 


i 2 


4 


GIL BL AS. 111 
and as I have ſome intereſt with her, am perſuaded 
that thou wilt be admited into her ſervice.” 

I thanked Laura for her friendſhip, and aſſured 
her that I was penetrated with g xa | which I ex- 
preſſed with ſuch tranſports as left her no room to 
doubt my ſincerity.— We maintained a pretty long 
converſation together, and it would have lafted 
longer, had not a little page come to tell my princeſs 
that Arſenia wanted her; upon which we parted, I 
quiited the houſe of this actreſs, in the ſweet hope of 
living in it at my eaſe, in a very ſhort time; and did 
not fail to return at the time appointed. I was juſt 
expecting thee, ſaid Laura, in order to aſſure thee, that 
thou art now one of the houſhold ; come, follew me, 
and I will preſent thee to my miltreſs.” So ſaying, 
the carried me into an apartment, compoſed of ive 
or {1x rooms on a floor, each more richly furnithed 
than the other, | | 

Heavens! what]! xury and magniſience! I believed 
mylelt in the palace of a vice queen; or rather, 
thought I ſaw all the riches in the world amaſſed toge=. 
ther in one place; for there was variety of things pro- 
duced in different nations; and one might term this 
apartment the temple of ſome goddeſs, to whom eve- 
ry traveller preſented an offering of the rarities of his 
country.— I perceived the divinity ſeated on a large 
ſattin couch, charming to the eye, and fleck with the 
ſteams of ſacriſice: ſhe was in a genteel diſhabille, 
and her fair hands were buſy in preparing a new head 
dreſs, in which ſhe was to perform that might. 
© Madam, ſaid her maid, here is the houſekeeper 1 
mentioned. I can aſſure you, that you will not find 
one more for your purpoſe.” Ar ſenia looked at me 
very attentively, and I had the good fortune to pleaſe 
her. © Aha! Laura, cried ſhe, there's a preſty young 
fellow. I foreſee that I ſhall be very well fatished with 
him.” Then-addrefling herſelf to me, Child, ſaid 
ſhe, I like your appearance, and am at a word: if 
you ſerve me well, you ſhall have no cauſe to com- 
plain.“ 


N 
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plain.” I anſwered, that my whole ſtudy and endea- 
vour ſhould be to pleaſe her: ſeeing that we were 
agreed, went to fetch my cloaths, and was inſtalled 
in my new office, 


/ 


E 


Which is as ſhort 2s the foregoing 
1 being near play- time, my miſtreſs bid Laura and 
me follow her to the theatre, We went accord- 
mgly to her tyring-room, where ſhe put off her ordi- 
nary dreſs, and took another more magnificent for 
her appearance on the ſtage, The curtain being 
drawn, Laura conducted and fat down by me in a 
place where we could both ſee and hear the actors 
perfectly well. I was diſguſted at the greateſt part 
of them, doubtleſs becauſe Don Pompeio had preju- 
diced me againſt them. Several, however, were very 
much applauded, and, among thele, even ſome who. 
put me in mind of the fable of the pig. 

Laura told me the names of all the actors and ac- 
treſſes, as they preſefited themſelves ; and, not con- 
tented with this, the ſatirical baggage deſcribed their 
characters nicely, as they appeared. This here, ſaid 
ſhe, is a noodle. That fellow is a brute ; and that 
minx whom you ſee, with an air more lewd than 
engaging, is called Roſarda; a very bad acquiſition 
for the company! ſhe ſhould be enrolled in the troop 
that 1s raiſing by order of the viceroy of New-Spain, 
to be tranſported forthwith into America, Obſerve 
that luminous conſtellation advancing :. that fair ſet- 
ting ſun, known by the name of Caltilda : if ſhe had 
exacted a ſtone from each of her lovers, as a princeſs 
of Egypt is ſaid to have done heretofore, ſhe could 
have raiſed a pyramid which would have touched the 


4 third heaven,” In ſhort, Laura gave no quarter ; 


her malicions tongue did not even ſpare her own 
miſtreſs. | | 


Never- 
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Nevettheleſs I will confeſs my weakneſs: - I was 
charmed with my chamber maid, though her charac» 
ter was not morally good. She ſatyrized ſo agree- 
ably, that I was even in love with her malice. Be- 
tween the acts ſhe got up, to go and ſee if Arſenia 
wanted her; but inſtead of returning immediately 
to her place, ſhe amuſed herſelf behind the ſcenes, in 
liſtening to the ſoſt things that were ſaid by the men 
who flattered her. I followed her for once, to ob- 
ſerve, and perceived that ſhe-had a great many aC- 
quaintances; having reckoned no leſs than three ac»: 
tors, who, one after another, ſtopt to ſpeak with her, 
and ſeemed to treat her with great familiarity. Ibis 
was not at all agreeable to me, who feeling, for the 
ficſt time, what it was to be jealous, returned to my 
ſeat fo penſive and melancholy, that Laura obſerved 
it as ſoon as ſhe came back. © What is the matter 
with thee, Gil Blas? (ſaid ſhe, with ſurprize.) What 
gloomy demon has taken poſſeſſion of thee ſince I 
went away? Thou ſeemeſt ſad and dejetted.” 5 1 
have too much rcaſon to be ſo, my princels, (anſwer- 
ed I); you have a little too much vivacity in your 
behaviour? I have obſerved you with the actors.“ 
A pleaſant cauſe of melancholy, indeed! (ſaid the 
laughing) How! does that give thee any unesſineſs ? 
truly, thou art a meer novice : but thou wilt ſee a 
great many other ſtrange things among us, and mult 
accuſtom thyſelf to our eaſy way of life Harbour 
no jealouſy, child; for that, among comedians, is 
looked upon as ridiculous; therefore we have none 
of it. Fathers, huſbands, brothers, uncles, and cous 
ſins, with- us, are the moſt complaiſant perſons on 
2 and generally make ſettlements for their own 
amily,” _ 5 

* having exhorted me to take umbrage at no- 
thing, but look upon every thing with compoſure, 
ſhe declared that I was the happy mortal who had 
found the way to her heart; and aſſured me, that her 
love thould always reſt on me alone, On this aſſu- 
rance, 
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rance, which, however, I might have diſtruſted, with- 
out the imputation of being too ſuſpicious, I pro- 


miſed never more to be alarmed, and kept my word:; 


for that very evening I ſaw her in cloſe conver ſation, 
and heard her laugh heartily with ſeveral different 
men. When the play was over, we went home with 
our miſtreſs, where Florimonda ſoon after arrived, 
with three old noblemen, and an actor, to fupper. 
Beſides Laura and me, there were, of ſervants in the 
houſe, a cook-maid, a coachman, and a page, who 
all joined in preparing for ſupper. The cook, who 
was no leſs dexterous than Dame Jacinta, was aſſiſted 
by the coachman iu dreſſing the viGuals ; while the 
chambermaid and page laid the cloth, and I furniſhed 
the buffet with the fineſt plate, and ſeveral cups of 
gold, which were offered to the goddeſs of the temple. 
I ſtored it likewiſe with bottles of the choiceſt wines, 
ſerving, in my own perſon, as cup-bearer, to ſhew 
my miſtreſs that I could turn my hand to every thing. 
The deportment of the actreſſes, during the repalt, 
filled me with admiration; they aſſumed airs of im- 
portance, and imagined themſelves women of the 
firit rank. Far from addreſſing the noblemen with 
the title of your excellence, they did not even give 


W them that of your lordſhip; but called them ſimply 
by their names: true, indeed, theſe very noblemen 


had ſpoiled and made them fo vain, by ſuffering them 


1, to be ſo familiar. —As for the actor, he, like a player, 


uſed to perform the hero, treating them without ce- 
WW remony, drank to their health, and maintained (as 
one may ſay) the upper end of the table. Upon 


my foul, (ſaid I to myſelf) when Laura demonſtrated 


the 1nequality of the marquis and player in the day- 


i time, ſhe might have added, that they are till more 


ſo in the night, ſince they ſpend it thus in driuking 
together.“ 


Arſenia and Florimonda being naturally wanton, 


WT a thouſand hardy expreſſions eſcaped them, mingled 
= with {mall favours and toyings, which were exquilite- 


ly 
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ly retiſhed by theſe old ſinners. While my miſtreſs 
amuſed the one with a little innocent ribaldry, her 
friend, fitting between the other two, did not act the 
Suſanna with them. While I was conſidering this 
picture, which had but too many charms for a young 

1 like me, the deſſert Was brought in; upon 
which I ſet wine and glaſſes on the table, and went 
to ſupper with Laura, who waited for me. Well, 
Gil Blas, (ſaid ſhe) what is thy opinion of thoſe noble- 
men thou haſt ſeen ? —“ They are, doubtleſs, (on- 
ſwered I) adorers of Arſenia and Florimonda.“ No, 
(faid ſhe) they are old letchers, who viſit coquettes with- 
out attaching themſelves to them, and aſk only ſmall 
compliances, paying generouſly for trifling favours 
they receive. Thank heaven! Florimonda and my 
miſtreſs are, at preſent, whithout lovers; I mean, 
ſuch lovers as aſſume the huſband, and want to engroſs 
all the pleaſures of the houſe, becauſe they ſupport the 
expence of it. Asfor my own part, I am very glad 
it is ſo; and maintain, that a coquette of ſenſe ought 
to fly theſe ſorts of engagements. Why ſhould the 
give up her liberty to a maſter ? *Tis better to acquire 
an equipage penny by penny, than have one at once 
at ſuch a price.“ 

When Laura was in a ſpeaking humour, {which was 
almoſt always the caſe) words coſt her nothing. —Heas 
ven! what a volubility of tongue was ſhe miſtreſs of! 
She told me a thoufand adventures which had hap- 
pened to the actreſſes of the prince's company; and I 
concluded, from her diſcou: ſe, that I could not be in 
a better ſituation to become perfectly acquainted with 
vice. I wes unhappily of an age when this does not 
create much horror; and beſides, the chambermaid 
painted theſe irregularities ſo artfully, that 1 beheld 
only the delicious hide of them. She had not time to 
relate the centh part of the exploits of the attreſles 3 
for ſhe had ſpoke but three hours, when the noble- 
men and player withdrew with Flotumonda, whom 
they conducted to her own houſe. a 

After 
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| After they were gone, my miſtreſs giving me mo- 
ney, ſaid, + There, Gil Bas, are ten piſtoles to go 
to market to-morrow morning: five or ſix of our 
gentlemen and ladies are to dine with me, ſo that you 
muſt take care, and have every thing in plenty.“ * Ma- 
dam, anſwered I, with this ſum I'll engage to enter- 
tain the whole troop.” „Friend, replicd Arſenia, 
be ſo good as to correct your expreſſions ; you muſt 
not call them the troop, but the company. We ſay, a 
troop of thieves, a troop of beggars, and a troop of 
authors; but learn to ſay, a company of comedians. 
The corps of actors, in Madrid eſpecially, deſer 
to be called a company.” I aſked pardon for having 
uſed ſueh a diſreſpectſul term, and moſt humbly beg- 
ged ſhe would excuſe my ignorance; proteſting that, 
for the future, whenſoever I ſhould mention the 
gentlemen actors of Madrid in a collective manner, I 
would always call them the company. | 


GM. A 


How the players lived together ; and their treatment of 
authors, 


* 


WENT to market next morning, in order to be- 
gin my office of butler: and as it was a meagre 
ay, bought, by order of my miſtreſs, ſome good fat 
pullets, rabbits, partridges, and other wild fowl; for- 
as the gentlemen-players were not altogether ſatisfied 
with the behaviour of the church towards them, they- 
did not think proper to adhere ſcrupulouſly to its, 
commandments.—— I brought home more victuals 
than would have ſufhced twelve honeſt gentlemen, 
during three days, in carnival-time ; ſo that the cook, 
had work enough for the whole morning, While 
ſhe prepared the dinner, Arſenia got up, and remain- 


M ed at her toilet till noon, when Signiors Roſi miro 


and Ricardo, two actors, arrived ; Conſtantia and 


WF Cclinaira, two actreſſes, came ſoon after: and at 


| laſt Florimonda appearcd, accompanied by a man 
who 
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who had all the appearance of a finiſhed coxcomb. 
His hair was tied behind in a very foppiſh manner, 
his hat adorned with a plume of green feathers, his 
breeches ſmooth and ſtrait, and his ſhirt, which was 
very fine, and bordered with a handſome lace, dif 

lay'd at the ſlaſhes of his doublet. | His gloves and 
fan heretic were contained within the hilt of his 
ſword, and he wore his cloak with a grace altoge- 
ther peculiar. | 

Though he had a good mien, and was' very well 
made, I no ſooner ſaw him, than remarking in him 
ſomething ſingular, I ſaid to myſelf, “ This gentle. 
man mult certainly be an original.“ I was not miſe 
taken; for he was a man of a very extraordinary 
character. As ſoon as he entered Arſenia's apartment, 
he ran with open arms, and embraced the actreſſes 
and actors, one after another, with geſtures ſtill more 
extravagant than thoſe of the beaus. My opinion 
was not changed when I heard him ſpeak ; for he 
made affected pauſes, and pronounced his words with 
great emphaſis, accommodating his looks and gefs 
tures to the ſubject. Having aſked Laura who that 
gentleman was, © I don't wonder, ſaid ſhe, at thy cus 
rioſity: it is impoſſible to ſee and hear Sigmior Carlos 
Alonlo de le Ventoleria, even for once, without fee 
ing the ſame emotion. I will defcribe him to the 
life. In the firſt place, he has been a player, but 
quitted the ſtage through whim, and now repents in 
carnelt. His black hair, which thou ſeeſt, is dyed, 28 
well as his eye-brows and whiſkers; for he is older 
than Saturn: but as his parents, when he was born, 
neglected to have his name inſerted in the pariſh re- 
gilter, he takes the advantage of their omiſſion, and 
calls himſelf younger than he is by twenty good years 
at lcaſt. He is, moreover, the moſt felt-concened 
man in Spain, though he ſpent the firſt ſixty years of 
his life in the groſſeſt 1gnorance ; but in order to be- 
come learned, he employed a preceptor, who hag 


taught him to ſpell in Latin and Greek, - Beſides, * 
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has got an infinite number of good ſtories by heart, 
which he has repeated and vouched ſo often, that at 
length he actually believes them to be true. Theſe 
he brings into converſation, and one may ſay, that 
his wit ſhines at the expence of his memory. He 
has the character of being a great actor, and I piouſly 
believe it ; but nevertheleſs, I will own that he does 
not pleaſe me. I hear him repeat ſometimes in 
company, and, among other faults, think his pro- 
nunciation too much affected, and his voice ſo qua- 
vering, that it gives an antic and ridiculous air to his 
decla mation.“ ; iS 

Such was the picture thac my ſweetheart drew of 
this honorary ſtage-player, who was really in his de- 
portment the moſt haughty mortal I had ever ſeen. 
He play'd the orator too, and did not fail to produce 
from his budget two or three ſtories which he uttered 
with a ſtudied air of folemnity. Oa the other hand, 
the actreſſes and actors, who did not come there to 
hold their tongues, were not ſilent; but began to talk 
of their abſent comrades, not in a very charitable 
manner indeed : but this muſt be pardoned in play- 
ers, as well as in authors. The converſation therefore 
kindling againſt their neighbours : * You cannot 
gueſs, ladies, ſaid Roſimiro, a new piece of fineſſe of 
our dear confederate Ceſarino. He this morning 
purchaſed. filk ſtockings, ribbons and lace, which he 
ordered a page to bring to the rehearſal, as if ſent by 
a certain counteſs.“ Such a piece of knavery ! 
ſaid Signior de Ventoleria, with a filly, vain ſimper, 
there was no ſuch deceit in my time: we never 
dreamt of compoſing ſuch {tories : the ladies of qua- 
lity, indeed, ſpared us the invention, by making the 
purchaſe themſelves : it was their fancy.“ * Zooks! 
ſaid Ricardo, they have that fancy ſtill; and was L 
permitted to explain myſelf—but one muſt be ſilent 
on theſe fort of adventures, eſpecially when perſons 
of a certain rank are concerned.” 173 
6 Gentlemen, ſaid Florimonda interrupting him, 
truce 
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truce with your intrigues, if you pleaſe, they are well 
known to all the world, and let us talk of Imenis. 
They ſay that nobleman, who has ſpeut ſo much mo- 
ney upon her, has left her at laſt.“ “ Yes, truly, 
cried Conſtantia, and 1'l11 tell you more; ſhe has loſt 
2 little citizen, whom ſhe certainly would have ruins» 
ed. I know the foundation of the whole affair: her 
Mercury committed a terrible blunder, by carrying 
to the nobleman a letter ſhe had wrote to the citizen, 
and giving this laſt the billet intended for the lord.“ 
„ Theſe are great loſſes, my dear, replied Florimon- 
da.” „ O! as for the nobleman, ſaid Conſtantia, 
there is no great matter, he had ſpent almoſt his whole 
eſtate ; but the citizen had juſt began his career, and 
had never paſſed through good hands ; which is a 
thouſand pities,”? 

In this manner they diſcourſed before dinner, and 
their converſation turned on the ſame ſubjects While 
they were at table. But as I ſhould never have done, 
if I undertook to repeat all the expreſſions full of 
malice and folly, which I heard, I hope the reader 
will excuſe me for ſuppreſſing them, in order to de- 
ſcribe the reception of a poor devil of an author, who 
came in towards the end of the repaſt. 

Our page came, and mid aloud to his miſtreſs, 
© Madam, a man in marvellous foul linen, bedaggled 
all over, and who, fo pleaſe you, looks very much 
like a poet, wants to ſpeak with you.” * Shew him 
up, anſwered Arſenia; don't ſtir, gentlemen, 'tis but 
an author,” Sure enough it was one whole tragedy 
had been received, and who brought a part for my 
miſtreſs, He was called Pedro de Moya, and, as he 
entered, made five or ſix profound bows to the com- 
pany, who neither got up, nor returned his compli- 
ment. Arſenia only anſwered his profuſion of civi- 
lity by a flight inclination of her head. He advanc= 
ed into the room, trembling and confuſed, and let his 
gloves and cloak fall ; which having taken up, he 
approached my miſtreſs, and preſented to her a pa- 
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/ when he delivers a petition to a judge; ſaying, “ Be 
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per, with more reſpe than that of a counſellon] 


ſo good, madam, as to accept of this part, which 1 
take the liberty to offer.” She received it in a cold 
and diſdainful manner, without even deigning to an- 
ſwer his compliment. "0 
This, however, did not diſcourage our author 
who making uſe of the opportunity to diſtribute the 
different parts of his play, gave one to Roſimiro, and 
another to Florimonda, who did not treat him a whit 
more courteouſly than Arſenia had done. On the 
contrary, the player, naturally very obliging, as theſe 
gentlemen commonly are, inſulted him with the molt 
cutting raillery, which Pedro de Moya felt, but durſt 


not retort, leſt his piece ſhould ſuffer for his impru- 
dence, . 
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